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Be a PARTNER 


in this 


Radio Ministry 





DR. DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 
now teaching from the 


BOOK OF ROMANS 


REGULARLY, month after month, The Bible Study Hour has been blessed through the 
faithful prayers and gifts of Radio Partners. We are thankful for this blessing. 


MORE PARTNERS NEEDED 


BUT—to extend this convincing radio ministry into more homes—many more Radio 
Partners are needed. You can become a Radio Partner through regular monthly giving 
of as little as $1.00 a month to The Bible Study Hour. 


THIS also will assure you of receiving regularly in book form the messages which Dr. 
Barnhouse broadcasts each week. The messages are printed five to a book and sent auto- 
matically to all Radio Partners. In this way many of our listeners are building for them- 
selves a lively commentary on the book of Romans. 


AND—above all 


e Listen in 


@ Tell your friends 


e Pray for Dr. Barnhouse 








LISTEN TO DR. DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE EVERY SUNDAY 



































Lecation Station Kes. Time Location Station Kes. Time 
Alabama Birmingham WSGN 610 ke 2007 Penna. Altoona WVAM 1430 ke 2:30T 
WAGF 1320 ke q Carlisle WLXW 1380 ke 2:30t 
Arizona Tucson KCNA 580 ke Erie WJET 1570 ke 9:00* 
California Oakland KROW 960 ke Philadelphia WIP 610 ke 8:30* 
Wasco Kwso 1050 ke Red Lion WGCB 1440 ke 4:007 
Colorado Pueblo KCSJ 590 ke Sayre WATS 1470 ke 9 :30* 
Dist. of Col Washi WwwDc 1260 ke Seranton WARM 590 ke 9 :30* 
Flerida St. Petersburg WSUN 620 ke Rhode Island Providence WPTL-FM 91.5 me 8:307 
Georgia Decatur- Tennessee Chattanooga WAPO 1150 ke 8:30* 

Atlanta WGLS 970 ke Johnson 
Illineis Chicago WCFL 1000 ke City WJHL 910 ke 2:00t 
Massachusetts Boston WMEX 1510 ke Memphis WHBQ 560 ke 9007 
Michigan Big Rapids WBRN 1460 ke Nashville WNAH 1360 ke 4:00 
it CKLW 800 ke Texas Amarillo KLYN 940 ke 3007 
Minnesota Minneapolis Fort Worth KCNC 870 ke 4:00t 
(Saturday) KTIS 900 ke Midland KCRS 550 ke 8 :00* 
Mi i West Point WROB 1450 ke Tyler KGKB 1490 ke 2:30T 
Yazoo City WAZF 1230 ke Virginia Farmville WFLO 870 ke 2:00t 
Missouri City WHB 710 ke Richmond WRNL 910 ke 4:30T 
Montana Roanoke WSLS 610 ke 1:30 
(Tuesday) Bozeman KBMN 1230 ke Washington Ephrata KULE 730 ke 8:15* 
New York New York Wiz 770 ke Tacoma KTAC 850 ke 3:30T 
(Saturday) Rochester WVET 1280 ke West Virginia Bluefield WHIS 1440 ke 2:00T 
North C. Mount Airy WPAQ 740 ke Charleston WTIP 1240 ke 1:30T 
Ohio Canten WAND 900 ke Wheeling WWVA 1170 ke 1:00T 
Cleveland WHK 1420 ke Panama Panama City HOXO 760 ke 8:30T 
Columbus WHKC 610 ke (Monday) *a.m. f p.m. 

Oklahoma Tulsa KOME 1300 ke 
for your 


RADIO PARTNER CARD 
write— 




















For Eternity readers... 


PILGRIMAGE 
TO ALASKA 


Summer, 1953. Hardly far enough 
away to make your vacation 
plans. So—we’ve made plans for 
you. We’re going to take you to 
Alaska, via Canada and the gran- 
deur of the American Northwest. 





Of all the vacations you’ve ever taken 
this will be one of your most memor- 
able. From Chicago (in Vista Dome 
railroad cars) to Canada you'll begin 
to rest and relax and enjoy yourself in 
the company of fellow Christians. From 
Banff to Vancouver you'll begin to 
marvel at the lavishness of God’s hand 
over our continent. Then there’s a 
twelve-day boat trip through the awe- 
inspiring “Inside Passage” and visiting 
in Alaska. 


You will be under the leadership of 
Rev. Ralph L. Keiper, Contributing 
Editor of ETERNITY. He will show 
you some of the land’s most magnificent 
protestant churches, and he will go 
with you to visit some of the mission- 
ary establishments in Alaska. He will 
see that you receive spiritual as well as 
physical refreshment. 


All reservations and tickets will be 
handled through the ETERNITY office 
in cooperation with the Northern 
Pacific Railway. They handled our 
highly enjoyable trip to California in 
1951. The schedule calls for departure 
from Chicago on August 6 for this 
three-week trip, returning to Chicago 
on August 29. 


@ The trip is wonderful and the 
price is moderate. If you want to 
know more about Alaska before you 
sign up, let us know and we'll send 
you a free, illustrated folder. But do 
plan to go. Write us right now at 


ETERNITY TOUR 


1716 SPRUCE STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 3, PENNA. 











Frsruary 1953 





THE POWER OF THE WORD 

It has indeed been a blessing to worship 
in your church while here in Philadelphia. 
Praise the Lord that one can never leave 
there without being well fed. It was good 
to talk with you last Sunday evening, and 
since you asked me to write telling you of 
the Lord’s leading in my life, I now obey! 

While living in Minnesota I attended Dr. 
Archer Anderson’s church in Duluth. In 
1940, while you were there for special 
meetings, I accepted Christ as my personal 
Saviour on the last Sunday afternoon. 
Very shortly after this I gave my life to 
the Lord to be used as He directed. At 
that time I was ten years old, and how 
I praise Him that He never forgot my 
promise nor counted me too weak to serve 
Him. 

We moved to Salem, Oregon, in 1943 
and after a year became established in a 
little country church. It was there, at the 
age of 16, that I became certain that the 
Lord wanted my life for missionary serv- 
ice. After I was graduated from high 
school He led me to BIOLA, and how I 
do praise Him for the wonderful training 
obtained there. I remember well your visits 
there and also to Dr. McGee’s church in 
Pasadena. 

During my first year at BIOLA the 
Lord laid on my heart the needs of South 
America, and at the Missionary Confer- 
ence that year He began leading to the 
Unevangelized Fields Mission and Brazil. 
I spent five wonderful years there learn- 
ing His word through study and His 
ways through experience. My only regret 
is that I do not know more. 

Following graduation in June, I set out 
on deputation in a ’40 Willy’s which the 
Lord provided. Arizona, California, and 
Oregon were visited and the Lord raised 
up His people in these states to give and 
to pray. Upon leaving Salem on September 
4th all my support and equipment money 
was in hand—most of the support coming 
from individuals. 

It was my privilege to stop in Duluth on 
the way here and visit Dr. Anderson. On 
the evening of September 7th it was my 
joy to give my testimony at the First Pres- 
byterian Church and there to recall the 
faithfulness of our Lord. 

Two weeks from today, December 5th, 
I will be sailing for Brazil, Lord willing. 
It is hard to believe that the longing of 
my heart is now coming to reality. Surely 
our God is a great God. The testings of 
these past years have been a foundation 
for future service and it is my sincere 
prayer that I will always be a worthy 
ambassador for Him. 

One of your children in Christ, 

Joan CoLietr 


In the same morning’s mail with this 
letter my secretary brought to my atten- 
tion correspondence revealing the definite 
conversion of the Lieutenant Governor of 
a state through a Bible Conference in his 


a. 


OCEANSIDE, L. I., N. Y. 





Windsor Avenue Bible Church 
OCEANSIDE, NEW YORK 
Services—Sun. 11 A.M., 8 P.M.—Tues. 8 P.M. 


Broadcast—Sun. A.M. and Tues. P.M. 
W.G.B.B.—1240 ke. 


FRANK J. VURTURE, Pastor 
The Church With A Warm Welcome 





WASHINGTON, D. C. 





WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
9th and ne Caroline Ave., S.E. 
(At Pennsylvania Ave. y 
DR. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL IS 
PREACHED 





PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





TENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
17th and Spruce Streets 
Convenient downtown location 
Open the year around 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE, Minister 
Irternationally-known Bible Expositor, 
Radio Preacher and Author 
Editor, ETERNITY Magazine 





ATLANTA, GA. a 








PRYOR STREET 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
A Bible-Centered Ministry 9 Blocks From 
Downtown Atlanta 
606 PRYOR ST., S. W. ATLANTA, GA, 
Scotchmer, Minister 
Sunday Services—11:00 A. M.—7:30 P 
Mid- week Prayer and Bible Study, Wed. 7:: 30. P.M. 
“Radio Broadcast, Sundays, 5:30 P.M, 
WATL, 1380 KC.” 














safe 


return 

Your future 
can be secure 
through the 
PHILA-BI Annuity Plan that pro- 
vides for safe, generous return on 
your investment. 





an 
eternal 
investment 


You can receive per- 
sonal satisfaction by 
knowing your invest- 
ment will be used 100% in the 
training of young men and women 
for Christian service. 


Send today for complete information on 
the PHILA-BI Annuity Plan. 


Write— Mrz. V. Ciirrorp HarrincTon 
Vice President 


\PHILADELPHIA 


o/ BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1800 Arch St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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Wren I trusted 
Christ as my Saviour- 
Messiah, my family dis- 
owned me.” This is the tes- 
timony of many newly-saved 


Jewish Christians. 


Many of these converted Jews, many 
Jewish displaced persons, orphaned 
Jewish children, widows and others of 
God’s chosen people in Israel, Germany, 
France, Belgium, Poland, England and 
the United States are in desperate need 
of material help. More important even 
than their physical need, is their need 
for spiritual strengthening and 
encouragement in their distress. 
















MISSIONARY AND 
RELIEF MINISTRY 


Tue FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
‘was born of the conviction that 
Christians had a sacred obligation to 
proclaim Christ to His own people, the 
Jews, and to minister to the urgent ma- 
terial needs of Jewish refugees and out- 
casts. Often such help has saved a Jewish 
family from complete despair and opened 
their hearts to the Gospel. 


We invite you to share the blessings that 








have come to us through -this ministry. 
‘Will, you give THE FRIENDS OF 
. ISRAEL your prayerful support? 





FREE! Read thrilling reports of 
Jewish evangelism in our maga- 
zine ISRAEL MY GLORY. 








“rwewr Sa Dept. EY2 ee ee 
Please rush me ............-.<-0<00---- 
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home city, the President of an industrial 
corporation through a similar conference, 
a worker in the United Nations saved in 
the Editor’s meetings in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land. The remarkable thing about these 
conversions is that none of them occurred 
as the result of any emotional stirring in 
a meeting but were the solid work of the 
Holy Spirit apart from any human instru- 
mentality other than that of the preached 
Word. 

RIPLEY MISSED THE BOAT 

Some months ago Ripley's “Believe it or 
Not” column noted that Paul Otto and 
Otto Pauls both live in Wasco, California. 
His name was recognized in the office as 
a friend of The Bible Study Hour and 
the clipping was sent to him with a note 
to which his response was: 

Thank you for sending the clipping out 
of the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. Yes, 
I was aware of the item in Ripley’s “Be- 
lieve it or Not.” I don’t very often read 
Ripley’s feature, but I happened to run 
across the item in the Los Angeles Ex- 
aminer on the morning of October 24th 
before anyone else spotted it. 

If Ripley would have included our post 
office box numbers, I think the item would 
have been much more interesting. Mr. Otto 
Pauls’ number is 123 and mine is 321— 
just the opposite. 

Although Mr. Pauls and I are almost 
exact opposites in name and box number, 
we are one in Christ Jesus, having both 
put our trust in Him who shed His blood 
for us on Calvary’s cross. 


Because of Him, 


A NEW FRIEND 

A very good friend of mine, the Rev. 
E. Ray Lansdown, was with me lately in 
a special effort on our mission field and 
picked up “Eternity” rather indifferently ; 
as he has always criticized me for taking 
any’than Southern Baptist reading matter ; 
but you should have seen him after he 
read the article of the RSV of the Bible 
in the November issue. At once he was 
deeply interested, as he is a great student 
of the Bible. So I am sending the extra 
subscription in his name. 
Rate E. Poweii 

Adrian, Mo. 


Paut Otto 


Butler Baptist Assn. 


‘\ 


GOSPEL BROADCASTING IN JAPAN 

Yesterday I received ‘with much joy the 
October and November issues of ETERNITY. 
I regard it as the most helpful magazine 
we receive bar none. My first acquaintance 
with it was through a gift subscription 
received three years ago. 

I notice in your November issue that 
you have a paragraph on Harry Swan’s 
radio ministry in Japan. The impression is 
conveyed that this represents the beginning 
of gospel broadcasting in Japan. To my 
knowledge that honor goes to Timothy 
Pietsch of Tokyo.who has been on the air 
for a year or so. Also the Pacific Orient 
Broadcasting Co. began broadcasting on 
about an equal number of stations at ap- 
proximately the same time as the “Word 
of Life” broadcasts. I myself have been 
broadcasting on our Kyoto station since 
April of last year. We thank God for 
every Gospel witness on the air in this 
needy land. We have heard the “Word of 
Life Broadcast” and can testify that it 
gives forth the true Gospel message. 

Carvin B. HANson 
Takatsuki, Japan 





The ministry of ETERNITY will be 
helped if you mention ETERNITY 


when writing to our advertisers 
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FOLDING 2 acl elt TABLES 


Ww , FOLDING CHAIRS 


\n 
7 AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


\ J.P. REDINGTON & CO. 
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FLORIDA—Completely equipped, 
highly lucrative 
DENTAL PRACTICE 


of 37 years standing. 
Selling Rime of ill health. 
| opportunity for another dentist. 
Direct replies to DR. W. W. SLONE 
Box: 613, Dade City, Ha 











illustrations. 





Lovely light green binding 
of sturdy Mactez, stamped . 
in magenta. Beautiful two- 
color jacket. This large book 
of 223 pages only $2.25. 


WHAT IT COSTS TO BE 
A GOOD CHRISTIAN 


Helps you measure your life against Bible standards. Will lead 
you in living a fruitful transformed, triumphant Christian life. 
The seven searching messages on all-out discipleship are full of 
Scripture and heart-searching analysis as well as clear and vivid 


CHAPTER HEADINGS 


1. What It Costs to Be a Good Christian 

2. Outside the Gate with Jesus 

3. Leaving All for Jesus 

4. Home Sweet Home 

5. What the Bible Is to the Christian 

6. What the Christian Should Do with His Bible 
7. David and , or Sin the Christian 


Order today from your Christian bookstore or direct 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 


By DR. JOHN R. RICE 


214 W. WESLEY ST. 
WHEATON, ILL. 























2 Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Robert R. Fritsch 


Emeritus Professor, English Bible 
Muhlenberg College 
@ February 1 and 8—St. Paul's Luth- 
eran Church, Allentown, Penna.; Febru- 
ary 3 through 6—Bible Conference, 
Manheim, Penna.; February 15 through 
17—Bible Conference, Windsor Avenue 
Bible Church, Oceanside, Long Island; 
February 22—Chapel Service, Stony 
Brook School, Stony Brook, Long Island. 








For better Uniform lessons 
«STANDARD 


BIBLE TEACHER 












AND LEADER 


® True-to-the-Bible 
© 112 pages—2 colors 


® More illustrations and charts 


Thousands of teachers of youth 
and adult classes already use this 
quarterly to get maximum teach- 
ing value with International Uni- 
form lessons. Now even better than 
ever for easier and more effective 
teaching. With each lesson, a sep- 


© Average of 8 pages per lesson 





arate helpful teaching plan for 
youth and adult classes. Including 
general help, Scripture, lesson out- 
line, Bible exposition, Bible back- 
ground, life problems, lesson quiz, 
chalk talk, etc. True-to-the-Bible 
throughout. Price 40c per copy. 















= young life 


The unique Christian magazine 
for Teenagers... talks their language 
... packs a punch for vital Christianity. 


USE STANDARD TRUE-TO-THE-BIBLE LITERATURE 
IN YOUR ENTIRE SUNDAY SCHOOL! Graded 
and Uniform lessons offered, plus attractive 
weeklies. Includes new “Straight,” paper 
for Teen-agers, with Bible teaching, enter- 
eeeeene tainment, contests, exciting stories, delight- 
efoneeeee ful picture stories. 


INVESTIGATE 
STANDARD 
HELPS FOR EVERY 


Send a gift subscription to a 
teenage friend... have it in your 


home . . . monthly. 





$1.50 « year 


YOUNG LIFE THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 


20 EAST CENTRAL PARKWAY . CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
Star Ranch, Colorado Springs, Colorado 


Horvida's Winter 
Bible Conference Grounds 


Boca Raton, Florida 























Leon Sullivan and R. G. LeTorneau tell Conference. 

President Ira Lee Eshleman, that the Boca Raton 

Bible Conference may soon become the Winona Lake 
of the Southland. 


Billy Graham Says: 


“Certainly God has given to this Boca Raton 
Bible Conference the loveliest buildings and grounds 
and surroundings that I have seen anywhere, and 
you can rest assured that I am going to be backing 
it in my prayers, and will advertise it, and next 
winter I am going to do my best to get all the people 
I can to this place.” 

Thousands of God’s people come to Florida each 
winter for rest and relaxation, but this is the first 
time that facilities have been made» available for 
Christians of moderate means to find complete free- 
dom from routine and cold weather in a Christian 
environment. The picturesque ocean beach at Boca 

' Raton is unexcelled for beauty, sanity and safety, 

Some of the speakers featured on our coming winter program are and the Gulf Stream that flows nearest the shore at 
Lawrence T. Chambers, Dr. William Culbertson, Dr. E. Schuyler English, Boca Raton assures the winter bather an average 
Dr. Franklin Logsten, Dr. V. R. Edmon, Dr. M. R. DeHaan, Dr. Oswald water temperature of 72 degrees. This provides an 
Smith together with the very best in musical talent. ideal spot for a “memory book vacation.” 


Located in the Heart of Florida’s Gold Coast Between Miami and Palm Beach 
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TRANQUIL IN ZION 

There was born in England, in 
1811, a man named William Thomp- 
son, one of triplets and one of 
twenty-one children. He became fa- 
mous under the name Bendigo, as 
the champion prize-fighter of Brit- 
ain. In those days the fighting was 
much more brutal than in our times. 
His first great fight was with Ben 
Caunt, six inches taller and 42 
pounds heavier than himself, but 
Bendigo won in the 22d round. He 
then beat Langan in 92 rounds, 
Brassey in 52, and finally, Looney, 
the champion of England, in 100 
rounds. At thirty-nine Bendigo re- 
tired from the ring, began to drink 
and was often mad drunk. Twenty- 
eight times he was sent to the House 
of Correction as drunk and dis- 
orderly. 

Then he was converted after lis- 
tening to the preacher Richard 
Weaver, the converted coal-miner. 
Bendigo was miraculously trans- 
formed, and declared, ‘‘I have 
fought and sinned for the Devil, 
now I am determined, by the grace 
of God, to win the crown of 
Heaven.’’ He died in 1880 and they 
laid him to rest in the Old Bath 
Street Cemetery, off busy St. Ann’s 
Well Road. This burial ground has 
now been turned into a garden of 
rest for old folk. Among the few 
gravestones and monuments that 
have not been removed is Bendigo’s. 
You may see it there today—a 
gleaming white lion, crouched to 
spring, and the inscription on it 
reads : 
finds In Memory of 
“4 WILLIAM, THOMPSON 

“Bendigo” 
of Nottingham: 
who died August 23d, 1880, 
age 69 years. 
In life always brave, fighting like a lion; 
In death like a lamb, tranquil in Zion. 





THE EDITOR'S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse — 
Editor of Eternity 

@ February 14 through 23—Annual 

Conference of the Mar Toma Church, 

Travancore, India. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and e¥er. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings tha God may bless and extend the ministry of 
Eternity, The Bible Study Hour, and Portable Church to His everlasting glory. 
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Because every human being grows old and the body is doomed to 


decay and death, the problem of healing will always be acute. 





By DONALD G. BARNHOUSE 


At the time of Jesus we find that there was a woman 
who “had spent all her living upon physicians” (Lk. 
8:43). Because so many are in the same predicament, 
and because an ill body has such an effect on every 
phase of life, people are naturally inclined to reach 
for any means whatsoever that promises a cure. 

We have had many letters about so-called “divine 
healing,” some from people who have been disturbed 
at what they saw in meetings conducted by these 
“healers.” First, it should be realized that it is a very 
dangerous practice from a Biblical point of view to 
build any theology on experience. All theology must be 
based on the Word of God. We are told (2 Thes. 2:9) 
that at the time of the end, Satan will produce “lying 
wonders,” deceiving, if possible, the very elect. One 
of the most important facts is that we are living in the 
day of the silence of God. Sir Robert Anderson wrote 
a book with that title, The Silence of God in which he 
pointed out that when the Bible was finished God did 
not speak to man in any other way than through the 
Book or by the Holy Spirit in line with the Book. 
Anyone who attempts to claim Biblical promises for 
acts of healing is proceeding contrary to the Word of 
God. 

The gift of healing existed in the time of the Bible 
in order to authenticate apostles and other leaders as 
being sent from God. It is a strict Biblical fact that 
as the New Testament drew to completion more and 
more of the Christian leaders were themselves sick and 
were not healed. Paul was almost blind. He told one 
of the churches that he recognized their love for him 
in that they were willing to tear out their eyes and 
give them to him (Gal. 4:15). At the end of the epistle 
to the Galatians he added his personal- postscript in his 
own handwriting since he was too blind to write the 
epistle and had to dictate it. The verse in English says, 
“You see how large a letter ...” but the Greek is most 
definitely, “You see with what large letters I write unto 
you with my own hand” (Gal. 6:11). Paul was not told 
to seek healing but when he did seek it he was told 


Fespruary 1953 


this thorn in the flesh was for a divine purpose and 
that he was to learn the great truth that God’s strength 
is made perfect in weakness (2 Cor. 12:9). 

A careful study of Philippians 2 will show that 
Epaphroditus, who brought the missionary offering 
from Philippi to Rome, almost died on the journey. He 
arrived at Rome on the point of death. Why did not 
Paul heal him? The text shows that he was sick with 
Paul for more than a year and was sent back as a weak 
convalescent. The key phrase which shows the passage 
of time is that Epaphroditus was sorrowful because the 
Philippian church had heard that he was sick. Now 
they did not hear by telegram or air mail. Even if there 
was a messenger ready to leave Rome the day Epaphro- 
ditus arrived and another one ready to leave Philippi 
the day that messenger came with the news, the time 
element would be as follows: 1) Epaphroditus leaves 
Philippi for Rome—minimum time necessary for the 
journey, either over land or by row boat and sail boat 
around the Mediterranean, three to four months. 2) 
Epaphroditus arrives at Rome at the point of death. 
3) A messenger leaves for Philippi—three months 
elapses before he reaches the city. The church is sor- 
rowful at the news of Epaphroditus illness. 4) A mes- 
senger starts back for Rome—time necessary for the 
journey, at least three months. It is the necessary 
conclusion that Epaphroditus had been sick for well 
over half a year, and since we know that there was no 
travel in the winter on the Mediterranean the likeli- 
hood is that he was sick for a much longer time. Why 
was he not healed? 

Timothy, as a young evangelist, drank water on one 
of his trips and acquired what would probably be 
called by a doctor today, dysentery. Paul knew about 
it. Instead of recommending healing, the Holy Spirit 
Himself gave a medical prescription saying, “Use no 
longer water only but take a little wine for thy 
stomach’s sake and thine oft infirmities” (1 Tim. 5:23). 
The phrase “oft infirmities” would be called by a doctor 
today “chronic stomach trouble.” 

In the light of these three Biblical experiences we are 
forced to conclude that there was definite sickness of 
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DIVINE HEALING 





three kinds: 1) Organic sickness (blindness), 2) Occa- 
sional sickness caused by the hazards and dangers of 
life, 3) Epidemic sickness caused by contamination. 
None of these was healed supernaturally. 

The exponents of what is called “divine healing” 
give as their proof texts Isaiah 53:5 “by His stripes we 
are healed” and,the Gospel translation of this text, 
“He Himself bare“our infirmities” (Mt. 8:17). They try 
to tell people that failure to be healed results from a 
lack of faith. This is a base slander on the faith of 
godly people who suffer, and those who teach such 
things prove themselves guilty as time goes on, since 
they all, without exception, sicken and die. No person 
that taught divine healing fifty years ago is alive today, 
and no one teaching divine healing today will be alive 
fifty years from today. Furthermore, the announcement 
to people that they are sick because they do not have 
sufficient faith turns their thoughts to their own hearts 
instead of away to Christ, and, in many cases, has 
disastrous results in the lives of those who are taught 
this false doctrine. I know of one instance where a 
little cripple girl was induced to throw away her 
crutches at a healing meeting. She was declared 
“healed,” but a few days later as she sat on the curb 
stone down with pain as she attempted to drag herself 
to school without her crutches, she was weeping bit- 
terly that there was something wrong with her faith 
or she would be well. There was nothing wrong with 
her faith. It was just that it was not the Lord’s will to 
heal her. We do not know what His purpose was in 
having her crippled, but we do know (Ex. 4:11) that 
He had desired her to be crippled, and that He would 
make His purposes plain in His own time. 

The proponents of the non-Biblical doctrine of heal- 
ing quote the verses which refer to healing in connec- 
tion with the death of Christ and announce that there 
is “healing in the atonement.” A “healer” of great 
reputation announces to his crowds—“Come to the 
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tented frog made not the slightest effort to jump—in fact, he relaxed 
so com that he ultimately boiled to death. Bennett Cerf is my 
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altar for healing. You can be healed of all your sick- 
nesses exactly as you were forgiven of your sins when 
you came to the altar the first time. Healing is in the 
atonement.” The error in his statement rises from the 
fact that while there are many, many things in the 
atonement, acquired for us by the death of Jesus Christ, 
they have not all become our actual possessions. The 
second coming of Christ is in the atonement, but it has 
not happened yet. The Jews’ possession of the Holy 
Land is in the atonement, but it has not happened yet. 
The redemption of our bodies is specifically stated 
(Rom. 8:23) to depend upon the second coming of 
Christ. We are told that in our bodies at the present 
time “we groan” (2 Cor. 5:2). 

It must not be supposed that I am teaching that God 
never intervenes in answer to prayer to perform a 
work of healing. I believe He sometimes does. Some- 
times, I believe, He does it without prayer. Sometimes, 
I believe, He does it in people who have very little 
spiritual knowledge. But I do not believe He ever does 
it because of the prayers of a “healer” or because of 
any sacramental oil. 

In my early ministry a leading business man who 
believed these doctrines invited me to luncheon and 
attempted to persuade me to add this so-called doctrine 
to my preaching. I asked him why he did not believe in 
divine healing. He insisted that he did, but I pointed 
out that he was wearing glasses, had a gold tooth, and 
that there were wrinkles in his face and hands which 
showed his age, and that his hair was white and falling 
out. He exclaimed, “But 6 years ago my kidney .. .” 
I stopped him short. I said, “If your divine healing does 
not affect the teeth, the eyes, the skin, the hair, I want 
none of it. When God healed Naaman, his flesh did not 
become as the flesh of a fifty-year-old man but as the 
flesh of a little child.” 

I am convinced that many of the people who are 
having healing meetings are little more than racketeers. 
The proof of this lies in a book formerly published by 
Our Hope (Healing Delusion by Mrs. M. W. Fitch, 
Loizeaux Brothers—obtainable through Eternity Book 
Service for forty cents) in which the woman who was 
personnel director for the Bosworth brothers’ healing 
campaigns exposed the methods which they used. No 
person with a serious malady was allowed to appear in 
front of the public. Only people with very suggestible 
minds who might be impressed were allowed anywhere 
near the public meetings. The others were anointed in 
private and sent away. It is a medical fact that the mind 
has a very great domination over the body. There are 
what are called psychosomatic diseases. These are 
maladies caused by the mind. One of the outstanding 
examples is what is known to doctors as psychological 
pregnancy. There are scores of cases on record of 
women who imagined themselves pregnant and who 
even developed the large obesity that goes with preg- 
nancy. Yet there was no child and never had been. 

There is a case on record in the annals of the Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in which a suggestible woman was the 

(Continued on page 47) 
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of the Soul 


By F. W. BOREHAM 


Lead me to the rock that is higher than I! Higher 
than I! What an anti-climax! I thought the Psalmist 
was going to say: Lead me to the Rock that is higher 
than any other rock; or Lead me to the Rock that is 
higher than the hills, or higher than the mountains, or 
higher than the clouds, or higher than the stars! But 
higher than J! The Psalmist’s standard of altitude 
seems absurdly inadequate. Higher than I! Yet, the 
more I think about it, the more convinced I become 
that the Psalmist is right and that I was wrong. If 
I want to speak of the loftiest altitude, the highest 
summit, the topmost crag, I must speak not of the 
Rock that is higher than the virgin peaks, but of the 
Rock that is higher than I. Higher even than I. 

As life proceeds, we do two things. We grow; and, 
in the process of growth, we grow upon ourselves. A 
little child thinks everything colossal but himself. He 
despises his own diminutive stature. The height of 
his ambition is ‘‘to be big like father.’’ He feels him- 
self to be a pigmy in the midst of Titans. Every 
object seems tremendous; every person appears gigan- 
tic. As a small boy I attended a church with a spire. 
I could never stand in the street below and look stead- 
fastly up to the weather-vane at the top. I felt giddy: 
my brain reeled: and I was overtaken by a feeling of 
sickness. And, at night, I often dreamed that I was 
falling from that dizzy height, plunging through an 
interminable ocean of space, yet never, by any chance, 
reaching the ground. Fascinated by the very object 
that appalled me, I sometimes glanced furtively up- 
ward; and, whenever I did so, the lightning rod 
seemed to me to pierce the very skies. I remember 
wondering whether it penetrated the floor of Heaven 
and got in the way of the angels. I have frequently 
visited the chureh since, and have been astonished 
at its moderate altitude. The church has not altered; 
but I have grown. And, more important still, I have, 
in growing, grown upon myself. Mere growth would 
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not, in itself, account for my changed emotions; I am 
only two or three feet taller now than I was then; it 
is not those few inches that have made the difference. 
But, with the years, I have grown in my own esteem. 
I know myself to be incomparably bigger than I then 
considered myself. In those days, the steeple seemed 
like the Tower of Babel, reaching unto Heaven, and 
I seemed like an insect crawling round its base. Now 
—to some extent at least—I know myself for what I 
am: the poor little steeple has dwindled into the 
veriest trifle: I look down upon it with a disdain that 
is almost contempt. 

Now a child is rapidly leaving his infancy behind 
him when he begins to look down upon steeples. And 
I am approaching the full stature of maturity when 
I begin to talk about life’s supernal eminences as 
being higher than I. An immature, person would 
never dream of employing such a standard of altitude. 
A child would say ‘‘higher than the house”’ or ‘‘ higher 
than the steeple.’’ A youth would say ‘“‘higher than 
the mountains’’ or ‘‘higher than the stars.’’ Only a 
man who knows the immeasurable immensity of man 
would take himself as the utmost limit of loftiness. 
‘“‘Higher than I!’’ he says. ‘‘Higher even than I! 
Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I!’’ 

A man has really begun to grow when he realizes 
that he himself is, quite easily, the biggest thing in 
the universe. Indeed, he is not only the biggest thing 
in the universe; he is bigger far than the universe 
itself. Dr. Watts realized that. Said he: 

Were the whole realm of Nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small ; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul— 

The universe far too small! The soul the only 
offering large enough! Pascal taught us the same 
lesson. ‘‘Man is,’’ he says, ‘‘a feeble reed, trembling 
in the midst of creation. But then he is endowed with 
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thought. It does not need the universe to aid for 
his destruction. A breath of wind, a drop of water, 
will suffice to kill him. But, though the universe were 
to fall on man and crush him, he would be greater in 
his death than the universe in its victory; for he 
would be conscious of his defeat while it would not 
be conscious of its triumph!’’ To be sure! 

I very well remember, in the days to which I have 
already referred, hurrying home from school one day 
to tell my mother that the sun was a million times 
as big as the whole world! Teacher said so! The 
assertion seemed amazing, prodigiovs, incredible! 
For weeks afterwards, the sense of the svn’s incom- 
prehensible vastness appalled me. I talked of nothing 
else. Indeed, my conversation was confined so ex- 
clusively to the immensity of the sun that I acquired 
a bubble reputation for astronomical research. Inci- 
dentally, this reputation involved me in painful 
consequences. On Prize Day, while other boys walked 
off with Robinson Crusoe, Tom Brown’s Schooldays, 
The Pathfinder, and similar treasures, I was gravely 
presented, two years running, with ponderous vol- 
umes on astronomy! I began to rebel against the 
sun’s frightful bulk ; I wished that I had never heard 
of it or spoken of it. 

The sun has suffered the same fate as the steeple. 
I suppose it is still a million times as big as the 
earth; but that portentous fact no longer impresses 
me. It may be a million times as big as the earth; 
but I am a million times as big as it. I have grown 
upon myself; and it has dwindled in consequence. 
Between me and the sun there is no comparison at 
all. The sun does not know that it is the sun, and it 
does not know that the moon is the moon. The moon 
does not know that it is the moon, and it does not 
know that the sun is the sun. I am I; I know that I 
am I; and I know that you are you. That distinc- 
tion stamps me as being greater, by whole infinitudes, 
than the entire solar system with all its baggage and 
belongings. The difference between you and me is 
infinitely greater than the difference between Mercury 
and Jupiter. They differ only in bulk—mere avoirdu- 
pois; while you and I differ vitally and differ to all 
eternity. 

When a man has grown upon himself to this extent, 
he will never again be satisfied with any secondary 
symbol of sublimity. He will not talk of a thing 
as being higher than the house or higher than the 
steeple or higher than the mountains or higher than 
the stars. He will find in his own person the most 
stately and the only satisfying emblem of immensity. 
Lead me, he will ery, lead me to the Rock that is 
higher than I! 

Growth is a mark of health. It is well with a man 
when he has so grown upon himself that he feels 
himself to be incomparably bigger than anything 
about him. A man who has low thoughts of himself 
is likely to live a low life. Why should he attempt a 
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high one? If I regard myself as being about six feet 
high, I shall be content to live a six-foot life and 
to go down at last to a six-foot grave. But if I think 
of myself as striding through immensity, with solar 
systems circling about my ankles, and my head in 
eternity, I shall feel myself to be trampling on the 
poor little houses, the poor little steeples, the poor 
little mountains, and the poor little stars; and I shall 
say: Higher than I! Higher than I! Lead me to the 
Rock that is higher than I! The man who thinks of 
the universe as mere dust and ashes as compared 
with his own immeasurable personality will feel it an 
unthinkable desecration to degrade the boundless 
potentialities of his wondrous being by harnessing 
them to unworthy or ignoble ends. 

But there is another side to all this. I sometimes 
hear it said that such-and-such a man thinks too 
much of himself. It is impossible. The man who 
thinks too highly of himself has never yet been born. 
A man eannot think too much of himself: he may 
think too meanly of others or he may think un- 
worthily of God. For if, on the one hand, it is good 
that a man should feel himself to be immensely 
bigger than anything about him, it is essential, on the 
other, that he should realize that he needs something 
immensely greater than himself. High as he is, there 
is something higher. Lead me to the Rock that is 
higher than I! 


(Continued on page 46) 











LITTLE MARLOW CE METE 
| NO THROUGH ROAD ” 


Just outside of London there is a sign-post, pointing down a 
side-road in Buckinghamshire, which reads “Little Marlow 
Cemetery.” Underneath the directional information is the 
announcement “No Through Road.” The world may smile at 
the whimsicality of the idea that a cemetery is a “Dead 
End,” but the Christian knows that it is nothing of the kind. 
The cemetery is a through road. It is not a dead end. The 
bodies shall rise, and the souls and spirits shall be reunited 
to the new bodies, whether of condemnation unto eternal 
existence or of justification unto eternal life. The Lord Jesus 
came back, and there is the guarantee of the resurrection of 
every being. 
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IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS 


By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


UNTIL | COME UNTO MY LORD UNTO SEIR (33:14) 
February 1 
This was an absolute lie. Jacob did not have the 
slightest intention of going after Esau to Mt. Seir. He 
was suggesting that Esau depart rapidly, giving the 
tender children as an excuse and seemingly setting 
forth a thought of kindness for Esau: the latter should 
not be forced to an inconvenience due to the slow travel 
of Jacob’s group. But Jacob knew that the moment 
Esau was over the horizon he himself would start in 
another direction as fast as he could go. Mt. Seir lies 
well south of the Dead Sea. Jacob went on half way 
up the land toward Galilee. Now it may have been the 
part of wisdom for Jacob to separate himself from Esau, 
but a child of God need never be afraid to tell the truth 
to an unsaved man. God will always take care of the 
man who stands absolutely for the truth. And truth, 
when spoken in love, can never bring harm. 
Lord, give us truth in the inward parts. 


ESAU RETURNED THAT DAY (33:16) February 2 

We can wonder what Esau thought when Jacob did 
not arrive. Esau had been kind, generous, and forgiv- 
ing. In fact, he shows up far better in all the details 
of the account than does his brother who has seen the 
Lord. We have every right to wonder whether Esau did 
not take little stock in Jacob’s profession of having been 
blessed by the Lord. What you are, someone has said, 
speaks so loudly that I cannot hear what you are saying. 
Surely what Jacob was now doing thundered in accents 
that drowned out all that he had said about the care 
of the Lord, and blessing from Him, and guidance by 
Him. One of the lessons that needs most to be learned 
by every believer is that he must not nullify his verbal 
profession by the acts of his daily conduct. Our ordered 


lives must be our greatest profession. 
Lord, may we live truth. 


A HOUSE FOR HIMSELF AND BOOTHS FOR HIS 


CATTLE (33:17) February 3 
It does not say so in so many words in the narrative, 


but this is an epoch in the life of Isaac’s son when his 
name seems to have been something like “Jakiel” or 
“Israeob.” Certainly he was not appropriating the won- 
derful possibilities of his new position as Israel, though 
there seems to have been enough faith for him to have 


Fepruary 1953 





turned away, in some small measure, from the crooked- 
ness of his old Jacob position. It is the Old Testament 
counterpart of that horrible New Testament description, 
a “carnal Christian.” If ever a noun and an adjective 
swore at each other it is in such a phrase. Can it be 
that renewed people will live so that the name of Christ 
and the horror of the flesh shall be linked in the same 
description? Yes, it not only can be, but it is, and it is 
a sorry thing. He was acting in self will and he was 
about to get into great trouble. 

Lord, make us spiritual believers. 


HE SPREAD HIS TENT (33:18) February 4 
God had not told him to do this, and the subsequent 
narrative will show that Jacob was not fully in the 
Lord’s will until he returned to Bethel, where God had 
met him in the first place. He had no business being 
in a tent in a field outside a city of the Philistines. He 
must have heard, in tradition, about the failure of Lot 
before the city of Sodom, and should have realized that 
the proximity to the Devil’s crowd could do nothing for 
his twelve sons and his daughters that would be of 
spiritual help. “The friendship of the world is emnity 
with God. Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the 
world is an enemy of God” (Jas. 4:4). One of the com- 
monest of Satan’s ruses is to draw the believer into the 
sight of the world, where he will pitch his tent and 
then spread his tent, and finally settle down on the 

basis of some working arrangement with the world. 
Lord, teach us that it just can’t be done. 


THE CITY (33:18) February 5 
It would be a filthy village by our standards, but it 


respresented everything that the Bible calls “the world.” 
Because carnality has so often been confused with 
worldliness the latter is often misunderstood. It is none 
the less a real spiritual peril, and in all Christian ages 
those who have been nearest to the Lord Jesus Christ 
have felt the hard reality of the world and have wished 
to withdraw from it. Frequently they have used the 
wrong means, but their fear of it sufficiently indicates 
its danger, and the only way to overcome it is through 
yielding our members to be crucified (Gal. 6:14) that we 
may live by faith. Worldliness is hard to define, but it 
is very easy to feel, to detect, and to describe. It is an 
atmosphere, enervating, lowering, poisoning, deadening; 


Be merciful to the failings of everyone else, but merciless to your own 9 








and whenever individuals and churches are under its 

sway, the result, however long delayed, is as inevitable 

as it is disastrous to the soul and dishonoring to God. 
Lord, keep us from the peril of worldliness. 


HE BOUGHT A PARCEL OF A FIELD (33:19) 
February 6 
Imagine paying Philistines good money for a field 
which was part of the whole land which the Lord had 
given him in absolute gift, to himself, and to his seed 
forever! How many Christians pay a fee to the world 
for living precariously on the edge of its cities, in a 
tent existence when the Lord has meant that we should 
be the possessors of all things. “For all things are yours; 
whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or 
life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all 
are yours; and ye are Christ’s and Christ is God’s” 
(1 Cor. 3:21-23). If this is so, then why should we have 
to buy anything from the world? I am not talking about 
fields, of course, for you will have to pay rent, perhaps 
to an unregenerate, for the house you live in, or install- 
ments to a mortgage company that is anything but 
Christian; but in all things spiritual we owe nothing to 
the world and need never be concerned about its claims. 
Lord, may we possess our possessions. 


HE ERECTED AN ALTAR (33:20) February 7 

God had not told him to do this. There is a religious 
life which may satisfy the flesh but which can never be 
well-pleasing unto God. There is that which has a form 
of godliness but which denies the power of godliness. 
We are told to turn away from such form (2 Tim. 3:5). 
Jacob had disobeyed God in several ways and was not 
in the place where the Lord wanted him, and to which 
the Lord would ultimately bid him go. But he makes 
a gesture of religion as though to placate God by form 
for his sin. God later told Saul through Samuel that 
to obey is better than to sacrifice (1 Sam. 15:22). That 
does not mean that God has not appointed sacrifice in 
His own way, but it does mean that sacrifice outside of 
His will can never compensate for disbedience to that 
will. God wants to be believed with the faith of 


obedience. Lord, may we do things Thy way. 


AN ALTAR (33:20) February 8 

Jacob’s position not only brought him in peril but 
prevented him from yielding the witness which the Lord 
wanted him to deliver in the land which He had given 
him. The Canaanites were watching this wealthy man 
who had come in with twelve sons and many servants 
to take care of the vast flocks and herds which God had 
given him. They did not know the source of his wealth 
and cared nothing for his altar, so long as he lived 
among them and acted just as they acted. It is when 
we start obeying the command of God, “Be not con- 
formed to this world” (Rom. 12:2) that we begin.to 
arouse the hatred of the world. But when we are con- 
formed to the world they take all of our words as 
being meaningless since they see that whatever brand 
of faith we profess does nothing to transform our lives 


10 Christ would not have you live in secret 


before them. Holiness is the only argument that arouses 


and convicts. 
Lord, conform us to Christ that we be 


not conformed to the world. 


EL-ELOHE-ISRAEL (33:20) February 9 
What a presumptuous name for an altar to God! For 
El-Elohe-Israel means, God the God of Israel. Now 
Jacob was acting like Jacob and not like Israel. It was 
not enough to erect an altar and title it in a fashion 
which would indicate that he was living right and 
claiming the promises that were consonant with his new 
name. “He had no right to be in Shechem at all. Bethel, 
not Shechem was the place for the altar. Worldliness 
on weekdays is not overcome by early Communion on 
Sundays. Unfaithfulness to God in daily duty is not 
set aside by having family prayers night and morning, 
and Bible study for our neighbors. Meanness to em- 
ployees is not obliterated by a gift to the cause of 
foreign missions. Any man who talks about being a 
“Christian minister” or a “Christian businessman” must 

be very careful about his ministry and his business. 
Lord, keep us clean. 


DINAH, THE DAUGHTER OF LEAH (34:1) 
February 10 
The chastisement which Jacob is about to receive will 
strike him in the tenderest point of his being. A man 
cannot be unfaithful without having the results come 
home to roost. Jacob had met God, been the object of 
great visions and blessings, done many spiritual things, 
but through unfaithfulness was to be brought low, even 
to great tragedy. Spiritual experience does not bring 
exemption from spiritual danger, but rather calls to 
higher concern about maintaining our spiritual welfare. 
Jacob was living where it was good for his sheep but 
bad for his lamb. He was about to lose the finest of his 
flock because he chose temporal rather than spiritual 
blessings. What are your standards for choosing your 
neighborhood? Its social position or its nearness to a 
faithful church? How much is a child better than a 
sheep! (Mt. 12:12). Lord, give us a sense of true values. 
THE DAUGHTER OF LEAH (34:1) February 11 
Dinah had the traits of her mother in many ways (as 
does your daughter), and she reaped the harvest of her 
parents’ sins. The Bible does not have much to say 
about Leah, and most of it is bad. We have enough to 
believe that Leah cooperated in the downfall of her 
daughter. Leah had connived with her father to im- 
personate her sister and had crept into the marriage 
tent under the cover of darkness. The father had done 
a similar impersonation before the blindness of his 
father. The parents who had thus cheated lived to see 
their daughter dishonored, treated as a harlot, bringing 
shame and humiliation upon her entire family and being 
the cause of the murder of many men. There are many 
illustrations in the Word which show the sins of parents 
being visited upon their children but this is one of the 

saddest. 
Lord, guard our children from suffering for our sins. 
(Continued on page 42) 
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Because of his spiritual orientation the Christian 
physician must consider more than germs, injuries, 
cancer, senility, et cetera in determining the cause of 
sickness in his patient. If, primarily, he considers every- 
one as one for whom Christ died, he then finds himself 
treating a patient with disease rather than disease in 
a patient. He objects not only to the Christian Scientist’s 
denial of the reality of disease but to the materialistic 
physician’s denial of such an extrapersonal quality as 
directive control or purpose in life. This Aristotelian 
principle of teleology is no innovation but a concept 
strongly embraced by Galen, the most influential figure 
in the Graeco-Roman period of medical history, and 
one whose influence persisted for seventeen centuries. 
Today, the modern biologist considers that “the living 
creature and its life history (is) the resultant of the 
parallelogram of two forces, the reaction of the innate 
heredity against the outer environment” (Garrison, 
History of Medicine). Contrariwise, the Christian would 
agree with Galen “that everything in nature shows an 
element of design and the goodness of the Creator” 
(ibid). 

“For the universe owes its origin to Him, was created 
by Him, and has its aim and purpose in Him” (Rom. 
11:36, Weymouth). Therefore there is no difficulty in 
assuming the presence of the will of God in even such 
an untoward circumstance as disease. This brings us 
to a statement of the sources of knowledge for the 
Christian. He recognizes the Holy Scriptures as the one 
irreducible, indestructible, irreplaceable, infallible, and 
unique revelation of God and His relationship to His 
creature—man. The corollaries of such an epistemology 
are these: that knowledge in general is a revealed 
entity, and that man possesses only partial knowledge. 
This is declared in Daniel 2:20-22 when “Daniel an- 
swered and said, Blessed be the name of God forever 
and ever: for wisdom and might are his: And he 
changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, 
and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, 
and knowledge to them that know understanding: He 
revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what 
is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him.” 

Naturally, the unredeemed physician or scientist is 
unwilling to agree that knowledge is basically revealed 
since it devaluates his worth and deflates his ego. He 


Dr. Whiteley is a neuro-surgeon at Jefferson Medical College 
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by WILLIAM H. WHITELEY 


dislikes the exclusiveness of the Christian faith. The 
other day a psychiatrist was complaining to me about 
some of the undesirable features of the psychoanalytic 
method. He objected to the dictum of the analyst that 
“You must be psychoanalyzed yourself to understand 
analysis fully, or similarly, you must belong to my 
religion to understand it.” However, the fact is just 
this: we must partake of God to know God. “Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto 
us by his spirit: for the spirit searcheth all things, yea, 
the deep things of God” (1 Cor. 2:9, 10). It follows that 
we will best discover any purpose in disease by search- 
ing the Scriptures. 

First of all, we must always remember that ‘God is 
not the author of disease or death. This must be evident 
when we recall the perfectness of man in his original, 
created condition, not subject to death while living in 
an obedient state. And yet, death was a potentiality, 
an ever-present possibility in the event of disobedience. 
The rebellion of Lucifer, recounted in Isaiah 14 and 
Ezekiel 28, was actually the first appearance of evil in 
the universe. We then see evil promulgated into the 
human strain through Adam’s disobedience: “Through 
one man sin entered into the world, and through sin 
death, and so death passed to all mankind in turn, in 
that all sinned” (Rom. 5:12, Weymouth). It follows 
that disease must be a Satanic emanation and, like all 
evil, is present by virtue of the permissive will of God. 
The Lord Jesus himself attributed disease to Satan in 
at least one instance, in the story recorded by a Chris- 
tian physician, Luke (13:16), of a case of spinal arth- 
ritis: “And ought not this woman, being a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen 
years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?” 

It might appear that God is the author of disease 
when we read superficially the accounts of His smiting 
of evil persons as a means of judgment. Actually this 
is a manifestation of His righteousness, and is one cause 
for disease in the “world,” that unredeemed category 
of mankind. There are many instances of this in the 
Old Testament. For example, in 2 Chronicles 21:15, 
18-19 we read of the fatal dysentery which befell the 
wicked king Jehoram. This was clearly designated as 
judgment upon him for his sin. In Numbers 25 we hear 
how God visited His own people with a plague, destroy- 
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ing 24,000 of them, because they committed whoredom 
with the Gentiles. 

Such episodes occurred not only as God’s immediate 
judgment upon sin but also as examples to future gen- 
erations not to lust as their forefathers did. Paul states 
in 1 Corinthians 10 that some of the sickness that befell 
the Israelites in their Sinai wanderings was specifically 
for our benefit: “Now all these things happened unto 
them for ensamples: and they are written for our ad- 
monition, upon whom the ends of the world are come” 
(v. 11). 

Finally, in the sovereign plan of God to bring men 
unto Himself, disease comes as an impetus in this 
process of reconciliation. We know that God has made 
known to us the mystery of His will “That in the dis- 
pensation of the fullness of times He might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth” (Eph. 1:10). God 
speaks through Paul on Mars hill in Athens: “Foras- 
much then as we are the offspring of God, we ought 
not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold or 
silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device. And 
the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now 
commandeth all men everywhere to repent: Because 
he hath appointed a day, in which he will judge the 
world in righteousness . . .” (Acts 17:29-31). Saul 
himself was led back to God through disease, blindness, 
becoming Paul and THE Christian of his day. 

The Christian view of the true pathogenesis of disease 
has been aptly expressed by C. S. Lewis in The Prob- 
lem of Pain, and we can do no better than paraphrase 
that material. Man is a created being. Hig proper good 
is, therefore, to surrender himself to his Creator. This 
is the requisite for his goodness and happiness. Adamic 
man fell; therefore we are not just imperfect creatures 
who need to be improved, but we are rebels who must 
lay down our arms. The incorrect but present relation- 
ship ‘between generic man and God is rebellion. The 
problem: how to recover self-surrender. And this re- 
covery is the sum and substance of all human history. 
It must necessarily be a painful cure since the render- 
ing back of a will so long self-claimed is in itself 
painful—a kind of death. As long as all is well we will 
never surrender; but pain (or disease) is unmasked 
evil, indicates that something is wrong, and is impos- 
sible to ignore. “God whispers to us in our pleasures, 
speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is 
His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” God utilizes 
pain (or disease) by shattering the illusion that all is 
well, and by shattering the illusion that what we have, 
whether good or bad in itself, is our own and good 
enough for us. He is forced to make our life (a mis- 
nomer) disagreeable to us that we might surrender it 
to Him. The dissipated seem to be in less danger of 
finding their lives so satisfactory that they cannot turn 
to God than are the “decent, worthy, inoffensive, proud, 
avaricious, or self-righteous.” 
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Sometimes the connection between illness and this 
reconciling process is very obvious. I remember a Jew- 
ish patient sent to me for a brain operation (prefrontal 
lobotomy) to relieve an intractable anxiety state. He 
suffered with severe high blood pressure and I recalled 
seeing him nine months before in an oxygen tent be- 
cause of heart failure. His complaint now was, “I’m 
afraid to die.” Although he had none of the symptoms 
of high blood pressure or heart and kidney disease he 
was haunted by the memory of that episode in the 
oxygen tent and lived from day to day with Damocles’ 
sword ever above him. His tremulous, sweaty condition 
and pained expression evidenced that inner dread. 
Instead of recommending an unwarranted operation I 
was able to tell him of Jesus’ love and how he could 
have the peace of God which passes all understanding. 

Now we must ask, Why do the godly suffer? This 
age-old question is really not difficult to answer, but 
the answer itself is multiple. Basically the Christian 
is a Sojourner, a wanderer, a pilgrim here on earth while 
his real abiding place is in the so-called Heavenlies 
mentioned in the first and second chapters of Ephesians. 
Obviously there must be some purpose in such a pil- 
grimage and this is two-fold. First, we are here to 
witness to the glory of God and to the saving power 
of His son, Jesus Christ. But, if WE become so strong, 
so glorious as to reflect our own “worth” the glory of 
God becomes effaced. In order to prevent such calamity 
God sometimes weakens us to show off Himself. Paul, 
having once been privileged to view spiritual wonders 
in a totally unique way, was so weakened by his per- 
manent thorn in the flesh, whatever that may have 
been. He said, in 2 Corinthians 12:9 and 10, “And he 
said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
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Less than one per cent of the wills 
that are contested through litigation 
are broken. The courts take a very 
high position with respect to the 
wishes of those who have died. 


The Lord Jesus Christ passed on all 
His righteousness and blessings to His 
joint-heirs when His Testament came 
into force upon His death. But there 
was no possibility of contesting His 
will—He rose from the dead in order 
to become His own executor. There- 
fore all that we are and have is safe 
in Him. 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


SIBERLAN-CHINESE RAILROAD 

In our January, 1951, survey of 
the world we pointed out that the 
Reds were doing their utmost to 
complete the railroad across South 
China to the Indo-China border, and 
that an intensification of the war in 
southeast Asia should be expected 
when it was completed. United 
States officials have now announced 
that for the first time Russian equip- 
ment has been found in Indo-China. 
It is pouring in over the last exten- 
sion of the 7,333-mile Siberian- 
Chinese railroad system. Thousands 
of tons of Russian supplies are 
being unloaded at the railhead each 
week. Very significant is the fact 
that this proves that the Reds have 
so many supplies banked up behind 
their Korean front armies that they 
can divert vast amounts to the new 
rebel front. The French, in a recent 
raid, seized four Molotov 2%4 ton 
trucks, 1527 rounds of 120-mm. 
mortar shells and other made-in- 
Russia items. These were taken at a 
point only 400 miles from Burma 
and 350 miles from Thailand 
(Siam). 


EVOLUTIONARY HUMANISM 

The following paragraph from a 
B.B.C. talk by Julian Huxley is a 
great illustration of a verse in the 
prophecy of Daniel. The broad- 
easter: ‘‘I find myself inevitably 
driven to use the language of reli- 
gion. For the fact is that all this 
does add up to something in the 
nature of a religion; perhaps one 
might call it evolutionary humanism. 
The word ‘religion’ is often used re- 
strictively to mean belief in gods; 
but I am not using it in this sense— 
I certainly do not want to see man 
erected into the position of a god, 
as happened with many individual 
human beings in the past and is 
happening still today. I am using 
it in a broader sense, to denote an 
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over-all relation between man and 
his destiny, and one involving his 
deepest feelings, including his sense 
of what is sacred. In this broad 
sense, evolutionary humanism, it 
seems to me, is capable of becoming 
the germ of a new religion, not 
necessarily supplanting existing re- 
ligions but supplementing them .. .’’ 

And now the Word of God: 
‘‘Neither shall he regard the God 
of his fathers, nor the desire of 
women, nor regard any god: for he 
shall magnify himself above all. But 
in his estate shall he honor the god 
of forces: and a god whom his 
fathers knew not shall he honor .. .’’ 
(Dan. 11:37, 38). 


NEWS FROM BRAZIL 

The General Secretary of the 
Evangelical Confederation of Brazil 
(which represents Episcopalean, 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Reformed, 
and other denominations) reports 
signs of spiritual awakening in 
many parts of the country. During 
an 11 weeks’ campaign which ended 
at the beginning of June, in the 
S. Paulo area, the number of con- 
versions reached four figures, and 
there were even greater results from 
a campaign held during the next 
5 weeks in Minas Gerais and Es- 
pirito Santo. 

In July a party, under Dr. Edwin 
Orr, made a 10,000 mile tour of 
Northern Brazil, and in the state 
capitals of Manaus, Belem, and 
Fortaleza attendances at meetings 
were so great that the largest 
churches were inadequate, and meet- 
ings were moved to the municipal 
theatres. In each of these places 
missioners, pastors, churches, and 
denominations co-operated in an un- 
paralleled way. 

DANGEROUS COMICS 

In his Diocesan letter for Sep- 
tember, Dr. Cyril Garbett, Arch- 
bishop of York, denounces ‘‘offen- 






sive and mischievous comics.’’ He 
writes: ‘‘There are, of course, many 
‘comics’ which are both amusing 
and harmless, and no sensible per- 
son would wish to interfere with 
them, but there are also widely 
cireulated ‘comics’ which glorify 
crime and brutality. 

‘‘Tt is hard to say how far these 
actually lead to juvenile crime, but 
the danger is that they make the 
child at an uncritical age think that 
crime and cruelty are normal and 
that there is nothing exceptional or 
wrong in them.’’ 

The Archbishop goes on to say 
that: ‘‘The Home Office and the 
police should be ready to take 
action if any of these publications 
are clearly detrimental to public 
morals.’’ 


LOVE THY NEIGHBOR 

The recent meeting of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, held at 
Denver, was marked by the issuance 
of a ‘‘letter to the Christian people 
of Ameriea.’’ The letter was the 
work of: a committee headed by 
President John A. Mackay, Presi- 
dent of Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary. There will be some extremists 
who will eastigate the letter because 
of the fact that it stimulates the 
annual pronouncements of the Ro- 
man Catholic Bishops, and these 
extremists will fear that the Na- 
tional Council is seeking to become 
a hierarchy in the Romanist sense. 

I am convinced that the genus of 
American Protestantism is such that 
any group would have a very hard 
time putting over such an authori- 
tarian idea, and I am prepared to 
aecept the letter as the expression 
of a group of. men, zealous and sin- 
cere, who are trying to give the true 
Christian church a voice in our 
secularist America. That they do 
not speak for the Southern Baptists, 
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UNDERGOING RENOVATION 


A STUDY IN ROMANS 12:1,2 


By Herbert Henry Ehrenstein 
Minister, Bethany Baptist Church, Philadelphia 


ET us consider a passage of Scripture which many 

of us know and love very much, going back to 
the Greek, the language Paul used when he wrote 
these words of our text. It is, of course, important to 
recognize that our New Testament was written ori- 
ginally in Greek, and that Greek is a very precise 
language. The men who translated our: Bible in 1611 
did a remarkable piece of work, and yet, of course, if 
we' were to have a still more accurate rendering of 
Scriptural passages, our Bible would be two or three 
times thicker than it now is. For instance, it is most 
difficult to put most Greek words into just one or two 
English equivalents. Oftentimes, it requires three, five, 
or even ten and more English words to suitably inter- 
pret and translate even one Greek word, so great is 
the expressive power of the Greek language. What we 
propose to do, therefore, in this study, is to try to 
reveal what the Holy Spirit desired to convey to the 
Christians at Rome, and to us as well through these 
words which He caused Paul to write. 

We are all familiar with the text we are discussing, 
but we shall reproduce here the two verses as they are 
found in the King James version, and then we shall 
depart therefrom to interpret the original language. 


1. I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacri- 
fice: holy, acceptable unto God, which is. your 
reasonable service. 

2. And be not conformed to this world, but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God. 


First of all, we note that the apostle Paul says “I 
beseech you . . .” In today’s speech, to beseech someone 
is to ask that person to do something for you; to ask 
vehemently, almost to the point of getting down on 
your knees and begging, or imploring. Just the other 
day, I was in downtown New York City doing some 
window shopping, and while I was standing in front 
of a store window, looking at the merchandise, a man 
and a woman with their small boy came up and also 
stopped. Immediately, the youngster spied something 
in the show window which he thought he wanted. 
“Daddy,” he began, plaintively, “buy me that.” The 
father said “No” with an air of finality. Recognizing 
that his mother might be an easier mark, the lad 
turned to her. “Mommy, please buy me that.” Again 
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a negative response. A few moments of sulking and 
pouting followed, without appreciable results, for the 
parents apparently did not notice the boy’s actions. 
Then, one further try, this time in a whining, pleading, 
begging voice, “Daddy, please, please buy me that.” 

This, my friends, is what we know as “beseeching”— 
trying with all your might to impress someone with 
your earnestness in pleading for something. 

It is not, however, this idea that Paul had in mind as 
he wrote the words of our text. Paul did not plead with 
nor beg anyone to do anything as he wrote this passage. 
The word “beseech” goes deeper. In reality, Paul said 
something like this: “I call you alongside of myself, 
brethren, to give you something which God has placed 
on my heart.” Possibly one of the best illustrations of 
this action of the Apostle would be that of a father who 
calls his little child to him and places the child on his 
knee to tell him a story, or just to talk to him. That’s 
what Paul wanted of his readers; he desired that they 
come alongside of him, and on his knee, figuratively 
speaking, so that he could impart the truth God had 
given him for them. 

Next, you notice that Paul speaks of the “mercies 
of God.” I well recall one of the first times I had occa- 
sion to read the Scriptures in public. The passage was 
in Colossians, and included that 12th verse: “Put on, 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels 
of mercies . . .” As I read the words, I began to blush. 
I was most embarrassed, for I felt that I had read the 
wrong word. Whatever was “bowels” doing in such a 
statement? I wondered. However, further study through 
the years has shown me what Paul meant when he 
wrote of “bowels of mercies.” The human mind has 
long tried to fathom the mystery of the soul. Where 
does the soul reside? What does it look like? What 
happens to it ultimately? Many, and varied, have the 
opinions been regarding the soul of man. People used 
to conceive of man’s soul, and the seat of his emotions, 
as being in the visceral part of the body—the body 
cavity which contains the stomach, liver, intestines, 
et cetera. Somewhere in that portion of the body was 
the soul, and the seat of man’s emotions, they thought. 
Hence, the expression “bowels of mercies” which 
simply sought to convey the concept that when people 
laughed or when they were sad, or when they expressed 
their love by kind deeds, all of these actions were 
motivated by the soul and proceeded from the viscera, 
or internal portion of his being. 
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When we survey man’s mercy toward his fellow 
man, we see only imperfection, for human mercy and 
grace are, of necessity, colored by man’s greed and 
selfishness. But when we lift qur eyes from the realm 
of the human to the infinite; when we gaze in awe on 
the mercies of God—then we catch a glimpse of what 
real love is. There is a beautiful verse in the book of 
Lamentations (3:22, 23) which says: “It is of the Lord’s 
mercies that we are not consumed, because His com- 
passions fail not. They are new every morning: great 
is thy faithfulness.” How true that is. If you and I were 
to get what we rightly deserve, every last one of us 
would be in Hell. There is nothing in us that in any 
way could measure up to the perfection of God. If we 
were to take all of the finest achievements of man, and 
set them up one on top of the other, the height would 
be tremendous. Yet, towering infinitely above the 
loftiest aspirations of man would be the absolute holi- 
ness and perfection of God, and all of man’s efforts 
would be dwarfed in comparison. “All have . . . come 
short of the glory of God.” How marvelous, then, that 
God, in majestic mercy, should stoop to our low estate 
and reach down into the dung heap of humanity to 
save those who believe. That is mercy. Mercy that the 
world knows nothing about, and about which even 
Christians have comprehended only the slightest part. 


Mercy there was great, and grace was free; 
Pardon there was multiplied to me. 

There, my burdened soul found liberty, 

At Calvary. 


However, we must go on, and now we find that which 
Paul desires to convey to our hearts as he calls us 
alongside of himself. “. . . that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice . . .” The word “present” is very 
definite in the Greek language. It has the force of a 
once-and-for-all-time presentation, and that is impor- 
tant. What Paul is trying to say is that once we have 
presented ourselves to the Lord, we no longer have any 
right to withdraw our gift. God does not want “Indian 
givers.” 

The moment that you and I believe in Jesus Christ 
as our Saviour, that very moment a number of things 
happen to us. We received new life; we were sealed 
with the Holy Spirit; the old nature with which we 
were born received an antagonist in the presence of 
the divine nature planted within us; our sins were 
forgiven; Heaven was made sure for us; and we might 
list a host of other things which took place simulta- 
neously with our conversion. However, it is extremely 
important that we remember that when we were born 
again, we lost something too. We lost the right to run 
our own lives. We gave over the key to the door of 
our hearts to the Lord Jesus Christ, that He, hence- 
forth, should control that which we do. At least, that’s 
what should have happened to you when you were 
saved. This brings home the truth of 1 Corinthians 
6:19, 20—“. . . ye are not your own, for ye are bought 
with a price .. .” 

It is precisely this that the Apostle Paul is trying to 
bring out by suggesting that we “. . . present (our) 
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bodies a living sacrifice . . .” It is to be a once-for-all 
action. I have very little use for some of these so-called 
“rededication or consecration” meetings which I see | 
and hear of. The call is given to those who desire to 
rededicate their lives to the Lord, and a handful of 
folks stumble down to the front of the church, shake 
hands with the evangelist or pastor, go through the 
formalities of shedding a few tears, saying a prayer 
or two, singing a “consecration” hymn, and then off 
to their homes. Monday, first thing, they take back 
what they have given to the Lord—their lives, time, 
talents and money—and live for themselves the re- 
mainder of the week. Then, the following Lord’s Day, 
the same procedure of “rededication.” That is not Paul’s 
thought here. Present yourselves once and for all—not 
repeatedly, without any serious consideration. 

The word “present” suggests placing yourself at 
someone’s disposal, for his use. If a young man gives 
his fiancee an engagement ring, it is hers to do with 
as she pleases. If she chooses to keep it in the velvet 
box, that is her privilege. If she wishes to throw it 
away or pawn it, she may do so. If she wants to wear 
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MAKING A MODERN LANGUAGE OUT OF 
AN ANCIENT ONE HAS SOME INTEREST- 
ING SIDELIGHTS. IN ISRAEL TODAY 
THERE IS AN ACADEMY OF PHILOLOGISTS 
WHO ARE CONSTANTLY COMBING THE 
HEBREW OF THE OLD TESTAMENT TO 
FIND WORDS THAT CAN BE ADAPTED 
FOR MODERN USE. AN_ INTERESTING 
ILLUSTRATION OF THE PROCESS IS THE 
MODERN HEBREW WORD FOR A STRIKE. 
WHEN LABOR UNION MEN WALK OFF A 
JOB IT IS CALLED BY A HEBREW WORD 
WHICH COMES FROM THE ROOT WORD 
FOR “SEVEN” BECAUSE THE LORD, ON 
THE SEVENTH DAY, RESTED FROM ALL 
HIS LABORS! 


HOW LITTLE THE WORLD UNDERSTANDS 
GOD! HE CEASED FROM HIS LABORS, 
AS WE MUST CEASE FROM OURS FOR 
SALVATION (HEB, 4:10), BUT AS SOON 
AS SIN ENTERED, THE LORD STARTED 
WORK AGAIN AND HAS NEVER RESTED 
SINCE (JOHN 5:17). AND THE GRACE 
OF GOD WILL NEVER GO ON A STRIKE! 


Let no fault remain uncorrected, and no call to duty unanswered 15 








EDITORIALS 


MODERATION 

Paul told the Philippian Chris- 
tians that, since the Lord was com- 
ing, they were to live in such a way 
that their ‘‘moderation’’ should be 
known to all men (Phil. 4:7). The 
Greek word contains no idea of 
compromise which is now associated 
with the word ‘‘moderation.’’ The 
revisers, early and late, have changed 
the translation to make it nearer 
the Greek idea: ‘‘Let your forbear- 
ance be known to all men.’’ The 
word is found in four other passages, 
where it is rendered ‘‘patient’’ 
(1 Tim. 3:3) and ‘“‘gentle’’ (Tit. 
3:2; Jas. 3:17; and 1 Pet. 2:18). 

Certainly our patience, forbear- 
ance, and gentleness must be known 
to all men. But we must not be 
moderate in the sense of avoiding 
clean-cut decisions. We must not be 
ecompromisers. The greatest curse 
that can come within the church of 
Christ is that men shall be ‘‘moder- 
ate churchmen.’’ 

In the last century Samuel But- 
ler achieved his greatest fame by 
writing a book to which he gave the 
name ‘‘ Erewhon,’’ which is an ana- 
gram on the word nowhere. He also 
wrote an autobiography which was 
published after his death under the 
title, ‘The Way of All Flesh.’’ This 
book has caused much discussion 
since it was the sword thrust of a 
man who was at times petulant in 
his eagerness for self-recognition, 
against the narrowness of the life 
of the home in which he had been 
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raised. There have been those who 
thought that Butler was a man of 
faith because he, at times, used 
Christian words to describe certain 
situations. But there was much in 
his book which indicated that he 
was not only not a Christian but 
that he despised and hated any- 
thing of reality in the true Chris- 
tian life. 

_ Now his notes have been found, 
and in his own handwriting there 
is the following. ‘‘There will be no 
comfortable and safe development 
of our social arrangements—I mean 
we shall not get infanticide and the 
permission of suicide, nor cheap and 
easy divorce—till Jesus Christ’s 
ghost has been laid; and the best 
way to lay it is to be a moderate 
churchman,’’ 

Strangely enough this thought is 
quite Biblical. For to be a ‘‘moder- 
ate churchman”’ is to crucify Christ 
afresh. This nullifies His convicting 
power in the life and makes sin 
possible. It is also to mark one’s 
self as lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, and therefore to condemn 
one’s self to be spewed out of the 
mouth of God in the judgment 
(Rev. 3:16). 


LONELINESS 
One of the editors of the Saturday 
Review recently wrote of the decline 
of the hero in literature. He was 
wrong in his expression of the cause 
but more right in his statement of 
the effect. ‘‘The revolution which 


the world is now suffering from is 
anarchic rather than moral, reli- 
gious, or political. It is as if all 
natural boundaries had been swept 
away. No man is a hero when he is 
walking lost and solitary into a 
dense fog, in a desert or wilderness 
of unknown extent, or drifting 
alone and without a compass in the 
midst of the ocean. Too many of our 
younger novelists seem to be seized 
with this terror of loneliness in a 
world without landmarks for the 
fixing of a familiar coast; and if 
they do sight land, it invariably 
proves to be a mirage that vanishes 
before their eyes. . . . The anarchy 
in their novels, the fear, the hope- 
lessness, the sense that nothing is 
worth striving for, including the 
future of mankind, forbids the crea- 
tion of a hero, even as a symbol .. .’’ 

This editor then goes on to say 
that such a state of despair must 
bring about a situation from which 
the creative artist must inevitably 
revolt, and concludes, ‘‘The hero 
will return again; his shadow is 
now approaching over the horizon.’’ 
This is probably true, and it will be 
the shadow of the Antichrist. 

Erle Stanley Gardner, a writer of 
detective stories, has created the 
character of a prospector who loved 
the desert where he sought for gold. 
He has him say, ‘‘Lots of people 
hate the desert. That’s because 
they’re really afraid of it. They’re 
afraid of being left alone with them- 
selves. There’s lots of people you 
could put down in the middle of 
the desert, go away and leave ’em 
for a week, and come back and find 
’em completely crazy. I’ve seen it 
happen. Man sprained his ankle 
once, couldn’t travel. The party he 
was with had to go right on, but 
they left him with lots of water and 
food, plenty of matches, lots of 
wood. All he had to do was to just 
keep quiet for three or four days 
until he got so he could travel. He 
showed up in civilization just about 
half crazy. His ankle was all in- 
flamed, said he’d rather have lost 
the whole leg than to have stayed 
on in that desert another ten min- 
utes. People get scared of it because 
out here they’re alone with their 
Maker. Some people can’t stand 
that.’’ 

Salty, the prospector, has more 
sense than the writers of modern 
novels. They fiee from God’s hero, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the re- 
sult is a desert within their own 
minds, so bleak, so barren, so ter- 
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rible that they are forced to look 
over the horizon for the shadow of 
any hero which may arrive. He will 
come; and Christ announced, ‘‘I 
have come in My Father’s name, 
and you do not receive Me; if an- 
other comes in his own name, him 
you will receive’’ (John 5:43). The 
psychosis which prepares the way 
of the Antichrist is here in the world 
today. The unregenerate cannot 
stand the vacuum loneliness that 
their rejection of Christ brings with 
it. They will receive the one who 
comes in his own name. 


AVOIDING PSYCHIATRISTS 


Many people are concerned with 
the mental health of the nation. 
The branch of medicine known as 
psychiatry has grown up during the 
past generation to attempt cures 
for mental ills and the methods the 
psychiatrists have adopted have 
drawn sharp fire from many direc- 
tions. One of the severest criticisms 
of the methods has been set down 
in a book Errors of Psychotherapy, 
written by Sebastian de Grazia, a 
social science research worker at 
George Washington University. 
Commenting on the book Time says, 
“For one thing, De Grazia com- 
plains, modern mind-healers take a 
pride in passing ‘no moral’ judg- 
ments. But, he argues, their very 
silence while a patient dredges filthy 
misdeeds from a murky past is a 
form of moral judgment—acqui- 
escence. And though most psycho- 
therapists deny that they tell their 
patients what to do, De Grazia con- 
tends that they do it all the time— 
and if they do not, they are short- 
changing sufferers who have gone 
to them for help. De Grazia’s 
panacea for mental ills has three 
parts: 1) recognition of the moral 
nature of the neurotic problem, 
2) an institution to give moral as- 
sistance promptly wherever needed, 
and 3) a model man of ideal char- 


’ acter, in whose image patients 


would be remade.’’ 

That last sentence is remarkable, 
for a close study of the three parts 
will show that Christianity offers 
precisely the three things demanded 
by De Grazia. For 1), the recogni- 
tion of the moral nature of the 
neurotic problem, Christianity an- 
swers that the basic problem is 
nothing more nor less than sin. For 
the second, 2), an institution to 
give moral assistance promptly 
wherever needed, we have to offer 


the true Church, and, even more,- 
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the Holy Spirit to counsel and point . 


to victory. Finally, 3), a model man 
of ideal character in whose image 
patients would be remade, is none 
other than the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It occurred to me that since Satan 
is the counterfeit of God the Father, 
the Antichrist is the counterfeit of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the False 
Prophet is the counterfeit of the 
Holy Spirit, might not the whole 
false idea, no matter of which school 
of psychiatry, be a part of the 
counterfeit Gospel—another Gospel 
(Gal. 1:7)? And also it occurred to 
me that when men get away from 
the simplicity that is in Christ they 
will get into a morass of complexity 
which leads them ever farther away 
from truth. 


THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA 


Ernest Hemingway has published 
a new short novel, The Old Man and 
the Sea which, beyond question, will 
stand as one of the high marks in 
American literature, and will be 
read in high school English classes 
as long as there are high schools in 
America. 

The appearance of this moving 
tale would not call for mention in 
these pages were it not for the fact 
that there is a religious symbolism 
in Hemingway’s work, and his hero 
is a man of agonizing suffering who 
walks a lonely way. ‘‘The theme of 
what is Christlike in every good 
man,’’ writes Hemingway’s biog- 
rapher, Princeton Professor Carlos 
Baker, ‘‘has grown in upon Heming- 
way since 1940, when the Christian 
Anselmo, another aged man, was 
established as the moral norm in 
For Whom the Bell Tolls. The an- 
cient Santiago, stumbling out of his 
boat with dried blood on his face 
from a partly healed wound, and 
with the deep cord-cuts like stig- 
mata on his hands, carries the mast 
over his shoulder up the hill. Sleep- 
ing exhaustedly face down on the 
spread newspapers that cover the 
springs of his bed, he lies eruci- 
form, with arms out straight and 
palms turned upwards. In hoc signo 
vinces.”” 

The hero of Hemingway’s book 
will take his place with the sufferers 
of history. There will be compari- 
sons with Milton’s Samson Agon- 
istes, and with Shakespeare’s King 
Lear. I know that as I read the book 
my heart was drawn to think of the 
millions of sufferers in this world 
of whom Santiago may well be a 
type. Communism has seen their 
misery and has exploited it for de- 


struction without alleviating it in 
the slightest. Hugo was moved by 
the plight of the miserable ones of | 
earth, and The Toilers of the Sea 
made their impression on him, 
Dickens saw the misery of the poor 
and out of his writings came many 
moral reforms. Overnight Santiago 
has become one of the great char- 
acters of all literature, and should 
stir the heart of every Christian to 
compassion for the poor who do the 
heavy work of the world, unwept, 
unhonored, and unsung, and who 
frequently have a simple faith which 
God must see and which He in His 
infinite grace has placed there. 

Hemingway has taken the theme 
of Christ in a very humble man, 
nerving him to great endeavor, 
bringing him to fight the good fight, 
to finish the course and to keep the 
faith. Let the ignorant think that 
the marlin was a shark, as the last 
paragraph of the story shows; that, 
in itself, is the unpardonable sin 
of thinking that the power was from 
the enemy and not from God. 


FAITHLESSNESS 


The December Readeis Digest 
carried an excellent article on the 
relationship between husbands and 
wives under the title ‘‘This, too, Is 
Infidelity.’”’ It is a very relevant 
study, showing that many partners 
in marriage are faithless to their 
marriage vows without violating any 
of the sex-faithfulness provisions of 
the marriage relationship. 

A woman had suspected her hus- 
band of unfaithfulness. He was 
perfectly innocent and said, ‘‘ What’s 
left to a man when he finds out that 
his wife is faithless?’’ ‘‘7—faith- 
less ?’’ she bridled. ‘‘ Yes. Faithless,’’ 
he repeated. ‘‘Without faith. Look 
it up in the dictionary!’’ ‘‘But how 
did I know your phone was discon- 
nected at the switchboard, or that 
you worked in the back fite room at 
night, or that you were saving your 
overtime pay for my birthday?’’ 
Here she broke down and sobbed. 
‘‘Faith is what you have when you 
don’t know, isn’t it?’’ he asked... 
The dictionary says: ‘‘Infidelity: 
Want of faith or belief; atheism or 
disbelief in God or religion; skep- 
ticism; unfaithfulness in married 
persons ; adultery, unfaithfulness to 
a charge or a moral obligation; 
treachery; deceit.’’ The article ex- 
pands on the phrase in the defini- 
tion, ‘‘unfaithfulness to a moral 
obligation.’’ It is good, and many 
husbands and wives would do well 
to read it over together. 


The Bible is God’s book of signed checks 17 








THE MINOR PROPHETS 


Their message to this age 





By J. STUART HOLDEN 


Why should they be called ‘‘Minor Prophets’’? 
That is a question that may be in the minds of some 
Christian people. The Minor Prophets are thus de- 
scribed, not because they are of lesser importance, 
but because their writings are small in form. Indeed, 
so short are they that in the Hebrew Bible they are 
all contained in one volume, entitled ‘‘The Book of 
the Twelve.’’ 

In the main, these twelve books are not predictive. 
The prophet in this age of prophecy is not one who 
primarily predicts, but one who proclaims. He is one 
to whom a disclosure of God’s mind has been made 
in order that he may make a declaration of God’s 
mind to his age. In other words, he is a man who 
has realized the counsels of God, and then has ren- 
dered them into intelligent speech to the people of 
his day. He is one who shares God’s mind, and then 
bears God’s message. The old word that was used to 
describe a prophet was ‘‘seer,’’ that is,-one who sees 
things from God’s point of view; and then tells what 
he has seen to the people of his age. 

These prophets lived in two worlds—the unseen 
world of ideals: and the seen world of events. They 
were men who lived in communion with God as a 
preparation for dealing with the conditions of life: 
and this is always the only true preparation for any 
who would deal worthily with the conditions of life 
as they find them. They were men who were bowed 
before God in order to be bold before the world. And, 
in this respect, they are, indeed, examples to us. 
Anyone who declares the mind and counsel of God 
is, in a divine sense, a prophet: and the true and only 
adequate preparation for such prophetic message is 
communion with God. 

In some of these prophecies there is to be found no 
predictive element at all. If these same prophets 
lived today they would probably be called social 
reformers. This is the outlook of the true prophets. 
They see that things are wrong, and they realize that 
only God can set them right. They see, further, that 
the root of the wrong is personal sin, and hence, as 
the messengers of God, they seek to bring the people 
back to righteousness, and to God. 


The late J. Stuart Holden was for many years 
Vicar of St. Paul’s, Portman Square, London. 


18 God cannot use a man who tries to argue with Him 


In order that these messages of the Minor Prophets 
may be clearly understood, it will be necessary to 
study something of the history of the day in which 
they lived and worked: for their messages cannot 
rightly be understood apart from the circumstances 
that called them forth. 

It is interesting to note, by the way, that there are 
more references to the Minor Prophets in the New 
Testament, than to either Isaiah, or Jeremiah, or 
even to the Psalms. As soon as Peter begins to speak 
to the people on the Day of Pentecost, he quotes the 
Minor Prophets. He identifies the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit with the Prophecy of Joel. Stephen, too, 
just before his martyrdom, quoted from the Minor 
Prophets. Furthermore, how helpful it is to trace 
out the abiding elements in these Prophecies. There 
are to be found in them great declarations concern- 
ing the love of God, and of the true nature of sin. 
These declarations are not age-bound: they are as 
luminous today as in the day when first they were 
spoken. 

Now for a very general and superficial review of 
these twelve Prophecies. They were written in a 
period which extended over about four hundred years, 
from about 870 to 440 B.C. The last of them, of which 
we have any record—Malachi’s—was written about 
four hundred years before Christ. So that the little 
fly-leaf which divides the Old from the New Testa- 
ment, covers a period of four hundred years, un- 
bridged by any word of God, or any record of events. 

These twelve Prophecies may be divided into two 
groups—from Hosea to Zephaniah: and from Haggai 
to Malachi—the first containing nine books, and the 
second containing three. The first nine speak in gen- 
eral terms of the Israelites before their exile: and the 
last three of the Israelites returning from their exile, 
and in process of re-establishment. 

Let us recall the circumstances. David’s kingdom 
has passed on to Solomon, and afterwards is rent. 
Following the disruption Israel becomes two nations 
—Israel and Judah. Think of their material pros- 
perity. Israel never reached a greater level of material 
prosperity than in those days. There was the exten- 
sion of its territory: it was a great building era: 
cities came into being, and with the growth of the 
cities, innumerable evils sprang up. There was 
luxury, on the one hand: and poverty, on the other. 
The rich were callous with regard to the sufferings 
of the poor. There was indifference to want, and an 
utter disregard of all social, and even human obliga- 
tions. Concurrent with all this there was much out- 
ward worship of God, much building of shrines and 
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tabernacles, much tramping of the courts of the Lord 
by the feet of professed worshipers. But there was no 
reality in their worship. 

There was at that time a great influx of foreign 
populations, and influence, and, in consequence, the 
adopting of foreign idolatries, with their unspeakable 
moral abominations. Indeed, the laxity of the moral 
standard is part of the provocation of each of these 
twelve prophets. In almost every one of their Proph- 
ecies the nation is indicted for its lax moral life. In 
short, this period of four hundred odd years is 
characterized by a self-contentment, which is always 
bred by material prosperity. It was so in the history 
of Israel. It was so in the history of Greece and of 
Rome. Material prosperity followed by spiritual de- 
clension: self-contentment followed by moral laxity. 
There was the increase of riches, and the influence 
which flows from multiplied possessions. But the real 
strength of the nation was sapped at its very heart 
by the decline of faith. . 

Because the conditions are forever analogous, the 
messages of these Minor Prophets are forever appro- 
priate. We need today a trumpet-voiced prophet who 
will declare just what these twelve men, in their day, 
declared to Israel and to Judah. 

But despite the conditions of that day, despite the 
moral laxity, and the nation’s indifference to God 
and His laws, there was always a believing remnant 
in both nations. There were always a few who loved 
God, and who feared Him. There were always those 
whom Malachi ealls ‘‘the beloved of the Lord, who 
spake often one to another,’’ who were regarded as 
God’s jewels, kept and preserved against that day 
when He should gather them for His diadem. And 
it is to that remnant in both Israel and Judah, that 
these prophets mainly speak in their messages of 
hope, in their promises of future restoration, in their 
prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah, in 
whom all wrongs would be righted, all warfare 
brought to an end, their exile over, and the nation 
re-established in the favor of God. These Prophets 
encouraged the faithful few. For beyond the apostasy, 
they always saw the apocalypse—the unveiling of 
Jesus. Beyond the ruin wrought by sin, they saw, in 
revelation, the redemption. Beyond the destruction 
which came upon the nation by reason of its evil- 
doing, they saw the great deliverance. Beyond the 
present failure they saw the future fruitfulness. In 
a word—beyond the chaos, they saw Christ. And, 
though dimly apprehending Him, they declared their 
vision to the heartening inspiration of those who still 
trusted in God—the minority who went not with the 
multitude. 

It will be found that the subject matter of these 
twelve Prophecies includes things which are entirely 
local and contemporary of that age—such as, the 
fall of Israel; the foreign invasion; and the exile of 
the whole nation. It will be seen from a study of these 
Prophecies that the judgment of God falls not only 
upon Judah, but also upon the Gentile nations, be- 
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cause of their defiance of the common laws of human-, 
ity, and of righteousness. In addition to these details 
there are at least six outstanding characteristics which. 
stand out in these prophetic messages. 

1. Each prophet in turn declares, with his own 
personal variation of message, that righteousness is 
the divinely-required standard of life: to do good, 
to be true, and faithful, and sincere, and to hate evil. 

2. Each prophet declares the persistence of the 
divine love: that God has not let his people go, 
although His people have lost their hold upon Him. 

3. There is in these prophetic messages the cer- 
tainty and necessity of discipline and judgment. It 
is of supreme necessity that love should correct, and, 
in some cases, that love should even destroy. The 
doctrine of punishment is as clearly revealed and 
proclaimed in these Minor Prophecies as in the 
Gospels and epistles of the New Testament. 

4. They point forward with unshaking finger to 
the coming of the Messiah. The key to the right under- 
standing of the Minor Prophets is not Israel or 
Judah, but Christ, the Coming Deliverer, Redeemer, 
and King. 

5. These Prophecies point forward to the day when 
the Spirit of God shall be poured forth upon all flesh. 

6. These Prophets have, as the ultimate aim of their 
message, the extension of the Kingdom of God. Oh, 
that we might all have that vision! The only empire 
upon which God sets His blessing is the empire of 
Jesus Christ. The extension of the Kingdom of God 
is to be the very passion of His Church. And in so 
far as we are lacking in that passion, we are lacking 
in the ideals which Christ set before Him when He 
‘‘endured the cross, despising the shame’’ that He 
might gather together in one all those who are sancti- 
fied of God. 

These six characteristics are like streams which take 
their rise in the Minor Prophets’ vision, and flow 
down through the channels of the prophetic message 
into the land with all its unrest and turmoil, there to 
convert, and cleanse the national life. And these same 
streams will do the same for this our age and people. 
This same six-fold revelation of God’s purpose, and 
presence, and power, will do for us today what they 
were calculated to do for Israel. (To BE ConTINUED) 





The old Adamic nature is in every man 
and is always working for itself, stoop- 
ing to any subterfuge and using every 
means to get its own way. An English 
reviewer writing a critique of Roi 
Ottley’s book “No Green Pastures,” a 
work by an American Negro about con- 
ditions of Negroes in Europe, says, “Mr. 
Ottley really demands that Negroes 
should be given Most Favoured Persons 
treatment; a man with a dark skin 
should be privileged because of his dark 
skin; any refusal to grant such special 
privilege is treated as race prejudice.” 
A negro applied for a job as announcer on a radio station. 
A friend asked him how he had fared. He replied, “They 
t-t-turned me d-d-down; an example of the g-g-grossest race 
Pp-p-prejudice.” Man hasn’t changed since Adam blamed God 
for giving him Eve (Gen. 3:12). 
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She Supp reme Caperience 





e My grace 6 seoffictent fer thee: fer my shength made perfect tn weakness” 


In Second Corinthians, chapter twelve, Paul goes 
from height to depth and rises then to greater height 
than ever. He relates an’ experience in the third 
Heaven now fourteen years past. Then from vision to 
valley he drops to tell of his thorn in the flesh. He 
sought deliverance which was not granted. He asked 
for subtraction but he got addition! He is made to 
realize that the grace of the Lord is sufficient and he 
rises again to glory in God’s strength made perfect in 
weakness. 

This passage ought to settle forever the question, 
“What is the Christian’s greatest experience? One thing 
ought to be clear at the very outset: It is not a trip to 
the third Heaven. There has been a lot of useless dis- 
cussion of what Paul actually experienced. If he could 
not tell it himself, we need not pry into it to find out 
more than the bare statement. Was he bodily present 
there or did his spirit take a brief sojourn? But he did 
not know so how can we? Where is the third Heaven? 
Does Paul have in mind here the Jewish idea of a first 
Heaven, the aerial Heaven; a second, the siderial 
Heaven: a third, the spiritual Heaven? All of this is 
beside the point. Paul had a supernatural experience. 
Let it go at that. 

We like visions and raptures and sensational revela- 
tions. From childhood we are always trying to get into 
one third Heaven or another. As a small boy I read the 
adventures of Alice Through the Looking Glass and 
wished I might somehow get through our old dresser 
mirror into all the wonders of Looking Glass Land. 
The papers told us of little Dickie Bonham who wanted 
to fly like some of the comic book characters. He leaped 
off a cliff injuring himself fatally. In the hospital he 
said, “Mother, I almost did fly.” Well we almost do fly 
at times and we are always trying to get up into some 
exalted state above the humdrum range of day-by-day. 
The drunkard seeks escape through his bottle. The 
theater-goer gets a lift vicariously through the stage or 
screen. A good love affair transplants a romantic swain 
out of this world. The religious mystic takes a better 
road in contemplation of the divine. Anyhow, we are 
always trying to get away from it all in some sort of 
third Heaven. 


20 God’s delays are not denials 


2 COR. 12:9. 


Some have been granted real and rich spiritual ex- 
periences such as Paul enjoyed. Men of the Bible met 
God and many of the saints since have been granted 
those rare and lucid intervals when earth fades and 
Heaven becomes intensely real. Fox and Bunyan and 
Finney, for instance, reached uncommon altitudes. In 
our day we have read how George Truett had an un- 
usual experience of Christ. We do not doubt these men 
for their word is reliable. I am not inclined to take some 
other stories I have heard without plenty of salt. They 
leave me cold and when I hear some visions related 
I merely wonder what the “visioneer” had for supper 
before he reached his third Heaven! 

But even when raptures are genuine, they are not 
the Christian’s greatest experience. In fact they may 
be dangerous. If it had not been for Paul’s third 
Heaven, he would not have had his thorn in the flesh 
for that thorn was given, he tells us, “lest I should be 
exal‘ed above measure through the abundance of the 
revelations” and he repeats, “lest I should be exalted 
above measure.” 

And such experiences are not good for other people 
if you tell them too often. Listeners who are hungry 
for such exalted states themselves begin looking for 
“Tt,”. seeking some strange escape from reality, trying 
to work up a self-induced ecstasy. Paul began this 
passage telling about “It”—the third Heaven—but he 
ended talking about “Him”—the Lord Himself. Any- 
thing is dangerous that starts people looking for “It” 
instead of “Him.” 

God does indeed sometimes grant a “trip to third 
Heaven.” Peter, James, and John had a rare day on 
the transfiguration mount but when it ended they saw 
no man save Jesus only. We are so prone to get excited 
trying to build three tabernacles to house our red-letter 
day but actually such occasions are incidental. They 
are not the Christian’s supreme experience. 

Nor is the most important thing a mighty deliver- 
ance. Paul was not delivered from his thorn in the flesh: 
but if he had been, he would have missed something 
greater. God does indeed again and again deliver from 
danger, disease, temptation, disaster, and death. We are 
told in Hebrews of a glorious galaxy of faith heroes 
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By VANCE HAVNER 


who subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, 
turned to flight the armies of the aliens, received their 
dead raised to life again. All that is indeed mighty 
deliverance. But there follows immediately another 
host of saints who did not fare that way: they were 
tortured, had trial of mockings, scourgings, bonds and 
imprisonment, were stoned, sawn asunder, tempted, 
slain with the sword; wandered about in sheepskins and 
goatskins, destitute, afflicted, tormented. These were not 
granted deliverance but they, like the others, obtained a 
good report through faith. That was the main thing, 
whether or not they were delivered was incidental. 

The Hebrew children, facing the fiery furnace, said, 
“Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out 
of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods nor wor- 
ship the golden image which thou hast set up.” Whether 
or not they were delivered from the furnace was not 
the supreme thing. To be faithful to God was para- 
mount, all else was secondary. 

The Christian’s greatest’ experience is not some 
mighty deliverance. The Hebrew children’s greatest 
experience was walking with the Son of Man in the 
midst of the fire. If they had been delivered from the 
furnace, they would have missed that walk with God 
in the fire. If Paul had been delivered from his thorn 
in the flesh, he would have missed something infinitely 
greater. 

Mighty deliverances make great stories and audiences 
hang on every word. But they can bring distress to 
some listening soul by their very contrast to his experi- 
ence. He may not have been granted deliverance from 
his thorn and what is wine to the delivered may be 
vinegar to the undelivered. We should relate such de- 
liverance with great caution, and it is better if we have 
something greater to tell than the removal of Satan’s 
messenger in our case. 

The Christian’s supreme experience is not even a 
remarkable answer to prayer. Paul’s prayer was an- 
swered but not in the way he expected. If it had been, 
he would have received a smaller blessing than came 
through the denial of his request. Now God does grant 
amazing answers to prayer. He does often grant us 
what we ask and sometimes in astonishing ways. I am 


Fresruary 1953 


not minimizing that. Books have been compiled re- 
counting marvelous cases where God said Yes. Some of 
them are spectacular, sensational, and we play them 
up. But they are not the Christian’s supreme experience. 

Yet I would have you observe that although Paul 
was not granted deliverance from his thorn and al- 
though his prayer was not answered in the way he 
desired, he was granted an experience greater than all 
this. In the strength of it he out-traveled, out-preached, 
out-wrote, and in general out-performed any preacher 
of his time. Certainly that is spectacular and sensational 
after all! 

What was Paul’s—and what is the Christian’s— 
supreme experience? It was the discovery of what in 
a sense he already knew, that God’s grace is sufficient 
and that as he lived day by day in simple dependence 
upon that grace, God’s strength was made perfect in 
his weakness. Actually we are not to read the Lord’s 
answer to Paul in this account as something He said 
on that particular occasion. Rather it was something 
He had been saying through the years, “My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” It was something Paul already had in 
Christ and already knew but now it became actual in 
experience. Like the poor dirt farmer who discovered 
oil on his few acres, it was a coming into possession 
of what was already there. 

And indeed it simply means coming past third 
Heavens and everything else to Christ Himself. It is 


(Continued on page 34) 








For many years nine artificial “universal” languages have 
been striving for world recognition—Volapuk, Esperanto, 
Spelin, Mondolingue, Universala, Kosmos, Novilatin, Idiom 
Neutral and Ro—but not one of them has made any 
appreciable progress. The reason, of course, is that pride 
of nationalism will not permit any nation to give up its 
language, and an Ireland, even, will foolishly attempt to 
restore an ancient language that has no real place in the 
world. It is for the same reason—pride—that individuals will 
not give up the language of sin and hear the language of 
the Gospel. It is this Word of God’s grace that will bring 
Heaven to any heart and make known their citizenship out- 
side the shadow of the tower of Babel. 
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Letters to the early church against the background of their times 


The First Epistle of John 


CHRIST WAS REAL 
CHAPTER 1—VERSES 1 TO 4 
That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have 
gazed upon, which our hands have 
felt, concerning the life-giving Word 
—and the Life was made visible, and 
we saw it, and bear witness and 
testify to you of the Life, the Eternal 
Life which was with the Father and 
was made manifest to us—that which 
we have seen and heard, I say, we 
announce to you also, that you may 
have fellowship with us. Yes, and our 
fellowship is with the Father and 
with His Son, Jesus Christ. And 
these things we write that our (less 
probably your) joy may be fulfilled. 
John’s elaborate repetition is the 
measure of his earnest desire to make 
his main point clear. It is this: in 
the Gospel he has just given to the 
Church he has written of the Son of 
God, a Person of the Trinity, who 
walked on‘ earth in sinless beauty as 
Jesus Christ, the Lord, Master, and 
Friend of those who knew Him, those 
of whom he, John, is the last. 

The apostolic Gospel, he implies, is 
no new-fangled mystery, open for free 
speculation, but a faith once given, 
clear-cut in its doctrine, and founded 
on a divine and living Lord. There 
was point in the insistence. Students 
of church history will remember the 
varied heresies which arose to afflict 
the early centuries of Christian wit- 
ness. John’s first epistle, coming from 
an otherwise silent generation, is 
clear indication that the later heresies 
first took shape and form in the first 
century. The Arians, for example, 
taught that there was a time when 
the Word was not, and the Docetic 
heresy maintained that the Lord’s 
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body was unreal. John’s vigilant eye 
had marked the beginnings of both 
doctrines, and in the hammering em- 
phases of these opening verses he 
leaves no doubt about the apostolic 
position. He was preaching, he insists, 
a Gospel based on a real, historical 
Christ, attested by eyewitnesses. Last 
of the band, in Gospel and epistles he 
was handing on the truth, that none 
might doubt that Jesus Christ, who 
lived in Palestine, who died and rose 
again, was both Man and God. 

And this was in order that they 
“might have fellowship” with Him 
and His. Those invited to such com- 
munion include all who read the 
words, from then till now. In the face 
of the disruptive tendencies which 
were beginning to gather head, John 
ealls for unity. The Greek word 
translated “fellowship” in the third 
verse of the Authorized Version, is 
not easy to translate. The word “com- 
munion” is specialized in ecclesiasti- 
cal speech; “fellowship” has become 
diluted in modern usage; “partner- 
ship” suggests business, but partner- 
ship is what the word means, part- 
nership in the great heritage of the 
apostles, but a partnership with the 
intimacy of vine and branches, of 
body and members. “I have been vile 
myself,” wrote Bunyan in a forgotten 
preface, “and have obtained mercy, 
and I would have my companions in 
sin partake of mercy too, and there- 
fore I have writ this little book.” 
That is what John means. This is why 


he wrote the Gospel, and “this little, 


book.” 

He writes, too, that “our joy may 
be fulfilled.” There is in Greek, as 
in English, a difference only of one 
letter between “your” and “our,” and 
it is not surprising that manuscripts 
are divided. A scrutiny of the evi- 
dence does, however, seem to lead to 
the choice of “our.” The Expositor’s 
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Greek Testament aptly quotes Sam- 
uel Rutherford in illustration: 
Oh! if one soul from Anwoth 
Meet me at God’s right hand, 
My Heaven will be two heavens 
In Immanuel’s land. 
The joy of the old warrior of Christ 
could not be complete, he felt, unless 
others shared it. 


WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY? 
VERSES 5 TO 10 
And this is the message we have 
heard from Him and make ‘known to 
you, that God is light, and ‘there is 
no darkness at all in Him. If we say 
that we have fellowship with Him 
and go on walking in the darkness, 
we lie and are not doing the truth. 
But if we are walking in the light as 
He is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us 
from every sin. If we say we have 
no sin, we lead ourselves astray, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from every unrighteousness. If we say 
we have not sinned, we are making 
Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
Christianity, says John, is not a 
discovery, it is a revelation, not a 
philosophy, thought out and taught, 
not a code conceived and published, 
but a message reported. Its heart lay 
in the simple truth that “God is 
light.” Why did John set this telling 
image at the head of his definition? 
Undoubtedly because Gnosticism was 
showing its head. The Gnostics were 
a group who became vocal and pow- 
erful in the second century. Their 
name, which in Greek means “those 
who know,” sought to confine “the 
deep things” of the faith to a spiritu- 
ally enlightened elite. Oddly enough 
the moral and ethical requirements 

(Continued on page 36) 
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Censorship in 
Catholic Libraries 


HERE has just come into the 

hands of the Editor a document 
of some importance which we be- 
lieve should be reprinted here for 
the sake of the record. We have 
pointed out on various occasions 
the rabid intolerance of the Roman 
Catholic authorities toward any 
position which is not their own. 
It was Herriot, the former Prime 
Minister of France, who stated that 
the Roman Church was like a glow 
worm which had need of darkness in 
order to shine. This is why the 
Roman Church has thrived in the 
most backward communities and 
among the most ignorant, and why 
it has never succeeded in lifting any 
civilization to a higher level. 

The Roman Church has what is 
known as the Index Expurgatorius, 
and in the front of every book which 
the Romanists permit to circulate 
among their members there is a 
page devoted to the announcement 
that the volume has passed the 
censor of the church. The names of 
two men are signed to every such 
permit. The first name is affixed to 
the phrase, Nihil Obstat, which 
means that there is nothing objec- 
tionable to Rome in the book, and 
the second name is that of the 
bishop of the diocese in which the 
book is published. This name fol- 
lows the word Imprimatur, which 
denotes that the bishop has given 
his permission for the manuscript 
to be printed. 

Such a procedure is. very curious 
to the evangelical mind, for we be- 
lieve, of course, that there should 
be the utmost liberty in the ex- 
change of ideas, and that every 
mind is to come to its own conclu- 
sions with reference to truth. It may 
be objected that some minds are not 
capable of comprehending the dif- 
ference between truth and error, 
and this may be so. But the Lord 
comes to indwell His own, and the 
Holy Spirit will keep the one who 
is truly yielded to Him. Certainly 
there could be no possible basis for 
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censorship of ideas to be found in 
any passage of the Bible. When 
Paul says to the church at Rome, 
*‘T would have you wise unto that 
which is good, and simple concern- 
ing evil’? (Rom. 16:19), he is ex- 
pressing a spiritual principle by 
which we may make our own choices, 
but those choices must not be made 
for us, and we must not make them 
for anyone else. It is permissible 
for a pastor or a Bible teacher to 
inform his flock of the poison that 
exists in some works, but most cer- 
tainly we are not to dictate to our 
flocks, nor are we to say that the 
reading of anti-Christian literature 
is necessarily sin. We have doctors 
who must study malignancy, and 
there are Christians who must know 
error in order to help those who 
have become enmeshed in it. 

How the following document came 
into my hands is neither here nor 
there, but I can guarantee its au- 
thenticity. It is one page (page 23) 
out of a mimeographed form that 
was circulated in the Catholic Uni- 
versity, of Washington, D. C., as 
a part of the Staff Inbrary Bulletin. 

At the top of the page is the 
rubric, in underlined capitals: 
SHELF: ROOM FOR CONTAMI- 
NATED ENCYCLOPEDIAS. The 
six paragraphs which follow are 
the full text of the sheet which I 
have. Everything printed in brack- 
ets is written by me, in comment, 
all that is not in brackets is from 
the. Bulletin. Nothing is omitted. 

‘*Eneyclopedias often contain 
articles on religion written by non- 
Catholics. Collections of stories and 
plays may contain a story or a play 
which propounds heresy. Books con- 
taining opera librettos may contain 
a libretto in which are found pas- 
sages which are ex professo obscene. 
Can such works be kept on the open 
shelves of a college or a seminary 
library ? - 

‘‘Anthologies or _ encyclopedias, 
according to the authors, are not 
forbidden as a whole even though 
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they contain portions that are for- 
bidden. Of course, in the case of a , 
book that is not a collection, the 
whole book is forbidden even though . 
a relatively minor section of it 
contains forbidden matter. 

“In the case of a private owner 
of such a work, the solution is not 
too difficult, since he need only re- 
member that he cannot read the for- 
bidden portions. [Note: This means 
that a Catholic student, knowing 
that he has an encyclopedia, for 
example, that has not been passed 
by the censor, must ask himself if 
he may read an article in the en- 
cyclopedia, and must refuse to read 
it if it is on a matter of religion. 
Thus, the Catholic owner of the 
Encyclopedia Britannica could read 
an article on mathematics, but not 
one on a religious subject, while if 
he were reading an article that was 
seemingly not on a religious subject, 
but which suddenly set forth an idea 
with religious import, he should 
hastily cease reading and skip to a 
portion of the article where the re- 
ligious idea was no longer under 
discussion! What an illustration of 
the fact that the Devil is afraid of 
the effect of truth!] The problem is 
created when a librarian wants to 
know what is his obligation in re- 
gard to allowing such works to re- 
main on the open shelves. [What a 
confession that Catholic librarians 
constitute themselves censors for 
the reading public. According to 
this, a Roman Catholic. librarian is 
not a safe person to have in any 
library that wants academic free- 
dom. ] 

“The usefulness of anthologies 
and encyclopedias in the promotion 
of the culture that Catholics need 
in order‘to meet on an equal plane 
those men and women who are edu- 
cated outside the Church seems. to 
point to a sufficient reason for the 
placing of these works at the dis- 
posal of the students who use the 
library. If this is so, then sub- 
ordinates who are employed in the 
routine ministerial. services incident 
to the use of the library seem to 
have no obligation of adopting any 
devices by which readers may be 
protected against the forbidden ma- 
terial which the works contain. [In 
other words, a Roman Catholic who 
is working at the desk of a library 
may use ‘‘devices’’ to protect a 
reader against a banned book. For 
example, it seems evident that the 

(Continued on page 35) 
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Whose Is the Kingdom? 
LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 21:33-43 
Golden Text: “Fear not, little flock; for it 
is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom” (Lk. 12:32). 

The tragedy of the Jewish people, re- 
jecting Christ and being themselves re- 
jected by Him, is presented for our study 
in today’s parable. History furnishes the 
best commentary upon our Lord’s solemn 
warning; little more than a generation 
after the crucifixion of Jesus, Jerusalem 
was destroyed and the Jews were rendered 
stateless and homeless. 

Yet it is not primarily of their loss of 
national prestige and identity that we 
should think. Their most grievous loss was 
spiritual. “He came unto His own, and 
His own received Him not” (John 1:11). 
Israel, concerning whom Paul says, “to 
whom pertaineth the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants, and the giving 
of the law, and the service of God, and 
the promises; whose are the fathers, and 
of whom as concerning the flesh Christ 
came” (Rom. 9:4-5)—this Israel, singu- 
larly favored, highly privileged, gloriously 
destined, fell short of the divine purposes 
and forfeited the divine blessing. 

Our lesson, therefore, is a warning to 
the spiritually privileged that they avoid 
Israel’s mistakes and thus escape Israel’s 
judgment. This may be interpreted as a 
warning on the national or the individual 
level. In either case it is true that honor- 
able lineage, great traditions, and favorable 
circumstances do not guarantee continued 
prosperity. When such privileges are 
lightly esteemed, when they are not traced 
to their source as the gifts of God, they 
may become the basis of judgment. Only 
by honoring God in their obedience to 
Him can men, as units or nations, assure 
the blessing of the Lord which “maketh 
rich and . . . addeth no sorrow with it.” 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Read the whole of chapter 21 for the 
background to this parable. What had 
preceded it? Our Lord had ridden into 
Jerusalem in fulfillment of Zechariah 9 :9— 
a great Messianic demonstration which the 
common people responded to with Hosan- 
nas, but with which, when the chief priests 
and scribes saw and heard “they were sore 
displeased” (v. 15). 

Jesus had returned to Bethany for the 
night, finding refuge in the hospitable 
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home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. But 
the Jewish leaders had gone into confer- 
ence and had resolved to take action against 
Jesus on the following day. So, when He 
entered the Temple, He was immediately 
confronted by the chief priests and elders 
who came demanding: “By what authority 
doest thou these things? and who gave thee 
this authority?” (v. 23). The implication 
of the questions was obvious; they re- 
jected His claims and refused to recog- 
nize Him as Messiah. So our Lord de- 
clined to answer their questions; instead, 
He addressed two parables to them. 

The first of the parables concerned two 
sons. Its application was driven home by 
direct accusation against His listeners. 
Then Jesus took up a second parable: that 
of the husbandmen. The figure employed 
was familiar to any student of the Old 
Testament. Isaiah had used it in his fifth 
chapter, and Psalm 80:8 had plainly de- 
scribed the vine as Israel. In fact, the vine 
had become a national symbol, used as 
such for the decoration of one of the great 
gates in Herod’s Temple. 

Israel the Vine 

Picturing God as the householder, our 
Lord depicted a situation of great promise 
for the vine, no care being spared to en- 
courage growth and fruitage. But when 
tHe time of harvest came, and the owner 
expected to receive the reward of his 
pains, his rightful demands were brutally 
denied by the gardeners. 

They beat the servants of the owner, 
not stopping short at murder. When more 
servants were sent to collect the fruit, they 
were treated as the first. Finally, said 
Jesus, the householder sent his son. But his 
approach was the signal for a dastardly 
plot to kill the son and appropriate the 
vineyard to themselves. 

Our Lord’s listeners were so carried 
along by the story that when He put the 
question: “When the Lord therefore of 
the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto 
those husbandmen?” the answer came 
back: “He will miserably destroy those 
wicked men.” It may be that this answer 
came from the listening crowds rather 
than the chief priests and scribes, for it 
was obviously an answer that condemned 
them. That the application might not be 
lost, Jesus quoted Psalm 118 :22-23, which 
spoke of the rejected stone becoming the 
corner-stone in God’s program; and then 
plainly said: “The kingdom of God shall 
be taken from you, and given to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof.” 

The connection between the rejected 
stone and the condemned nation was ob- 
vious. Because the Jewish leaders had re- 
fused acknowledgment of Jesus as the 


Messiah, the kingdom which they had long 
expected would fail. of fulfillment for 
them; instead it would pass to a nation 
“bringing forth the fruits thereof.” The 
best commentary on this passage is in 
1 Peter 2:4-10 where the aposle first refers 
to Christ as the “chief corner-stone,” who 
is also “a stone of stumbling, and a rock 
of offence,’ and then describes the re- 
deemed of Christ as “a chosen generation, 
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people.” Furthermore, Peter shows 
how this new spiritual nation would “bring 
forth the fruits,” for he goes on to say: 
“That ye should show forth the praises 
of him who hath called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light.” This is what 
Israel failed to do (John 1:5). This is 
what the church of Jesus Christ must do 
if it is to fulfill its high mission. 
LESSON PLAN 
1. Appeal and Rejection 
a. The triumphal entry 
b. The tragic sequel 
2. Parable and Interpretation 
a. The vineyard and owner 
b. Israel and the Saviour 
3. Fulfillment and Application 
a. Judgment for Israel 
b. The Gospel for the world 
c. Take heed (Rom. 11:21) 

1, When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on 
an ass He was making a last appeal to 
that city to recognize Him as Messiah and 
Saviour. Those who witnessed the remark- 
able scene did not know its true character ; 
and it is sadly true that men rarely know 
when a last opportunity is being offered 
them. That is why it is dangerous to re- 
fuse any offer of divine grace. It may be 
the last. 

The children sang the praises of Jesus, 
but the religious leaders scowled and 
criticized. What was intended for their 
salvation became a cause of their doom. 
Because they would not have Jesus as 
Messiah and Saviour they resented His 
short-lived triumph and plotted His death. 
In the Temple the next day they set their 
word trap, attempting to involve Him in 
some statement which would incriminate 
Him. Instead, Jesus turned the occasion 
into one of judgment for His critics. 

2. Isaiah had spoken of Israel as a vine. 
So our Lord told the story of a property 
owner who cultivated a vineyard with all 
care. Compare the cry of Isaiah 5:4— 
“What could have been done more to my 
vineyard, that I have not done in “it?” 
God’s provision and protection of His 
people left nothing undone. Yet in the end 
they disappointed Him, returning His love 
with rebellion and matching His mercy 
with hate. 

It was not difficult to interpret our 
Lord’s parable in terms of His own rejec- 
tion. Was not He the Son of the Heavenly 
Householder, whose prophets had been 
beaten, stoned, and killed? And were not 
the Jewish leaders at this very moment 
purposing to kill Him? 

3. “The kingdom .. . shall be taken 
from you,” were the Lord’s words of judg- 
ment. So it happened territorially; for not 
many years later the land promised to 
Abraham passed out of the possession of 
his descendants. So it happened spiritually ; 
for though the Jews failed to recognize it, 
“the kingdom of God is not meat and 
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drink; but righteousness, and peace,- and 
joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 14:17). 
These blessings, intended for Israel, were 
forfeited. Still in pathetic groping they 
wait for Him whom once they refused. 

But God’s judgments upon His people 
have turned to blessing for the world. In 
the Gospel God offers salvation to all, to 
Jew and Gentile on the same terms. Citi- 
zenship in Christ’s kingdom, with all at- 
tendant blessings, is possible to all who 
believe. There is no immigration quota, no 
naturalization embargo; the kingdom of 
Heaven is open to all believers. 

Paul’s words in Romans 11:21 are 
sobering. The tragic history of the Jews 
should induce humility and watchfulness 
in us all. “Be not highminded, but fear: 
for if God spared not the natural branches, 
take heed lest He also spare not thee.” 
Our only safety is abiding in Christ. 
FEBRUARY 22, 1953 

How Jesus Answered Questions 
LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 22:15-22, 34-40 
Golden Text: “Never man spake like this 
man” (John 7:46). 

The questions addressed to Jesus by the 
Pharisees and Sadducees were mischiev- 
ously designed. They had as their purpose 
the involvement of our Lord in some state- 
ment which might be made the basis of an 
accusation against Him. We may admire 
the skill with which He turned these 
weapons upon those who bore them. It is 
to His answers that we must give careful 
attention, for out of the intended evil of 
His enemies He produced great lessons 
which are of abiding value. 

No issues are more alive today than 
those of the Christian’s duty. toward the 
civil power or of the relationship between 
church and state. Christ has furnished us 
with His answer to these matters. The 
purpose of teachers in the development of 
this lesson will be to help pupils to 
decide for themselves where their respon- 
sibilities lie, and how they may best be 
discharged. 

LESSON MATERIAL 

Verse 15 gives us the key to our lesson 
material. The questions addressed to Jesus 
were deliberately chosen to embarrass Him 
and if possible implicate Him in some 
utterance which would bring Him into 
conflict with the civil authorities, or, as 
an alternative, put Him into disfavor with 
the crowds. 

Two opposing parties—the Pharisees and 
the Herodians—sank their differences in 
order to consolidate the attack upon Jesus. 
The Pharisees were the religious conserva- 
tives, intensely nationalistic, called into 
existence to preserve Judaism in a world 
which threatened to overwhelm it. The 
Herodians, on the other hand, were op- 
portunists, consorting with the dynasty of 
the Herods who held sway as the vassals 
of,Rome. The two parties were strange 
bedfellows; but they found their bond of 
union in a common hatred for Jesus Christ. 

First they flattered our Lord, commend- 
ing Him for His fearlessness. Then they 
presented their carefully chosen question: 
“Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 
not?” (v. 17 RSV). Doubtless they com- 
plimented themselves on their astuteness. 
If Jesus should answer no, He would be 
guilty of treason against the emperor. If. 
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He said yes, He would betray the cause 
of Jewish nationalism. Either way, it 
seemed to them, He was caught. 

Some have seen in our Lord’s request 
for a penny (denarius) indication of His 
poverty. This may be. On the other hand, 
He used the method of sound teaching 
when He asked His listeners to produce 
that which would furnish His answer. 
This coin bore on one side the head of 
Caesar, and on the other his name. Hence 
our Lord’s question: “Whose likeness and 
inscription is this?” (v. 20 RSV). How 


‘and unto God the things that are God's.” 


Confounding His Enemies 
Although verses 23-33 are omitted from 
the pupil material, they should be studied 
as furnishing new elements of drama in, 
this clash between the religious leaders of 
Jewry and our Lord Jesus Christ. Follow-. 
ing upon the discomfiture of the Pharisees 
and Herodians, the Sadducees tried their 
skill against Jesus. This party were the 
modernists of their day, rationalistic in 
their thinking, and at odds with the Phari- 
sees on the question of belief in the resur- 


reluctant His enemies must have been to rection. It was on this issue that they 
answer, for they were being caught on sought to entangle Jesus. Instead, they 
their own hook! But necessity compelled, received a severe rebuke for their lack of 
and so they heard His wise reply to their knowledge of the Scriptures and their in- 
mischievous inquiry: “Render therefore adequate conception of the power of God 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; (v. 29). 
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The news that the Sadducees had been 
worsted in their engagement with Jesus 
soon reached the Pharisees and encouraged 
them to try again in the hope of proving 
their superior smartness. There were few 
questions more frequently debated among 
them than which of the countless items of 
the law was the most important. The man 
who addressed Jesus is described as a 
lawyer, and doubtless he had argued this 
matter many times, and often reduced his 
opponents to ridicule and silence. Perhaps 
he thought to do the same with Jesus. 

Instead, our Lord revealed His knowl- 
edge of the best religious thought of His 
time. He answered His questioner with an 
accepted summary of the law, adding His 
own endorsement: “On these two com- 
mandments depend all the law and the 
prophets” (v. 40 RSV). The lawyer had 
expected to confuse and humiliate Jesus. 
Instead he gave opportunity for our Lord 
to sweep aside the foolish quibblings of 
the Pharisees and scribes, centering at- 
tention upon the basic requirements of the 
law, and implying His own qualification 
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to endorse these commandments as of 
primary importance in the sight of God. 
LESSON PLAN 
1. Men Against the Master 
a. The spirit revealed 
b. The humiliation experienced 
2. A Lesson in Loyalty 
a. Life’s essential oneness 
b. When loyalties clash 
3. Chief Among Commandments 
a. God always first 
b. Self always last 

1. The tragedy of human resistance to 
the revelation of God is emphasized in our 
lesson. The religious leadership of our 
Lord’s time might have been expected to 
recognize and receive Him; instead, pride 
and prejudice blinded their eyes. From 
criticism they descended to antagonism, 
from antagonism to hatred, from hatred 
to murder. Regarded as teachers of spir- 
itual truth they allowed themselves to be- 
come instruments of Satanic design. When 
men close their minds against the truth 
of God because it challenges their ideas, 
rebukes their inconsistencies, and threatens 
their prestige, théy are in grave danger 
of the supreme sacrilege—fighting against 
God Himself. z 

Pity those who range themselves in their 
pride and puniness against the Son of 
God! Jesus routed them with words, words 
of truth which exposed their hypocrisy 
and yet at the same time gave them oppor- 
tunity to repent. A soldier sent to arrest 
Him came under His spell and confessed : 
“Never man spake like this man” (Golden 
Text); but the Pharisees and their allies 
only intensified their campaign against 
Jesus, all the time speeding their own 
doom. 

2. Christ’s statement on respective duties 
to Caesar and to God cannot be construed 
as implying that the Christian must live 
in complete independence toward secular 
powers. In fact, He stated the opposite, 
and thus Christian obligations were under- 
stood by His apostles. “Let every soul 
be subject unto the higher powers,” wrote 
Paul (Rom. 13:1); and Peter was more 
explicit: “Submit yourself to every ordi- 
nance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether 
it be to the king, as supreme; or unto 
governors .. . For so is the will of God” 
(1 Pet. 2:13-17). ; 

The Christian should be a good citizen. 
But what if his loyalty to God should 
clash with his loyalty to country? What if 
points of conscience be involved? 

3. The answer is found not only in our 
Lord’s statement about the coin and its 
image, but also in His answer to the 
lawyer (v. 37). God must always come 
first. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
. .. This is the first and great command- 
ment.” Our duty toward temporal powers 
must be fulfilled in the light of this greater 
loyalty. Indeed, all of life’s obligations and 
relationships must be exercised under a 
sense of primary duty toward God. 

After God—others! Where does this 
place self? Always last. Because the 
Pharisees put self first, they became the 
adversaries of God in their attitude toward 
His Son. Thus, also, they failed in their 
responsibility toward their neighbors; for 
did not Jesus speak of them as “blind 
leaders of the blind” (Mt. 15:14)? If we 
will place God where He belongs, first in 


our lives, this will assure that our other 
relationships are properly discharged, to 
our country as good citizens, to our fel- 
lows as good neighbors. In this way, as 
Paul says, “we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty” 
(1 Tim. 2:2). 

MARCH 1, 1953 

Jesus Condemns False Leadership 
LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 23:1-12, 37-39 
Golden Text: “Whosoever shall, exalt him- 
self shall be abased; and he that shall 
humble himself shall be exalted” (Mt. 
23:12). 

The greater part of Matthew 23 is 
occupied with our Lord’s exposure and 
rebuke of the scribes and Pharisees. In 
the stern words of Jesus we may see the 
divine displeasure with a professed reli- 
gious leadership which misrepresents God 
before men. As false prophets were de- 
nounced in the Old Testament, so here 
we find the severe judgments of God upon 
those who lead others astray. It is not 
surprising that liberal interpreters have 
difficulty with this chapter and want to 
discredit its authority. They have no con- 
ception of the seriousness, in God’s sight, 
of the sin of distorting truth. 

It is no accident of composition, surely, 
that this denunciatory section is imme- 
diately followed by the portrayal of Christ 
weeping over Jerusalem. The two roles 
dovetail perfectly. The same Son of God 
who chastised the Pharisees for their in- 
sincerities wept over the city which they 
led astray. His judgments do not alter 
the fact of His amazing love; but neither 
does His love exclude His justice. “Be- 
hold,” says Paul, “the goodness and 
severity of God” (Rom. 11:22). We must 
reckon with both, forsaking the sin which 
merits His wrath, and accepting the sal- 
vation which displays His love. 

LESSON MATERIAL 

In chapter 22 we saw our Lord in per- 
sonal engagement with the Pharisees and 
others who had come into the open as His 
opponents. Now, as we are informed in 
23:1, He turns from His critics to the 
people and to His disciples that He may 
interpret what is happening and warn 
them accordingly. 

He begins by saluting their high office. 
They were the official representatives of 
the Mosaic law, and in the measure in 
which they were faithful to their task 
they were to be respected and heeded. But, 
unfortunately, their conduct did not con- 
form to their teaching; so Jesus proceeds 
to warn against their example. 

They -added to their insincerity the of- 
fense of imposing unreasonable burdens 
of rite and ceremonial upon the trusting 
multitudes. It is said that there were 613 
different commandments which a pious Jew 
was supposed to observe—an elaboration 
of the law as originally given which 
neutralized the purposes of God, and 
changed that which was intended to be 
beneficial into an unreasonable ordeal. 

Wishing to be rated as very religious 
men, they paraded their piety before the 
eyes of others. Phylacteries (v. 5) were 
tephillin, small boxes made of leather con- 
taining passages from the Old Testament, 
which were worn upor the forehead and 
hands in literal fulfillment of Deuteronomy 
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6:8. Their clothing, too, was exaggerated 
to call attention to the wearers as holy 
men. In the synagogues they sought the 
most prominent positions that their pos- 
tures in worship might excite the admira- 
tion of the crowd. 

Rebuke for Pride 

It is not necessary to conclude that all 
Pharisees were guilty of the offenses which 
Jesus exposed; but by and large they de- 
served the severe strictures pronounced 
against them. When people addressed them 
as rabbi (“my lord” or “my great one”) 
it flattered their pride. Jesus was anxious 
that this practice should not be imitated 
by His disciples; so He warned them 
against giving to men a deference which 
should only be shown to God. Preachers 
of a past generation took this word seri- 
ously and encouraged the term “pastor” 
as a style of address, avoiding other 
ecclesiastical forms. Their concern is ap- 
preciated. It was a proper reaction to the 
pretentions of Rome whose priests expect 
to be addressed as “father,” notwithstand- 
ing the Lord’s express prohibition. 

The mark of a true Christian is humility, 
and God-honoring leadership must be exer- 
cised in a spirit of lowly service. Hence 
our Lord’s exhortation in verses 11-12. We 
have no better example than His own, for 
He exchanged “the form of God” for “the 
form of a servant,” as Paul tells us; “and 
being found in fashion as a man, He 
humbled Himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 
2:6-8). 

The last verses of our chapter reveal 
the loving heart of Christ toward erring, 
doomed humanity. Jerusalem had rejected 
Him, her people following. the false 
leadership of their religious authorities 
rather than the conviction of their hearts. 
The Temple, therefore, had become “your 
house,” no longer God’s house, a place of 
stone and timber, spiritually desolate. 
Neither would they again see the Messiah 
they had spurned—not until He returned 
in power to assume the kingdom which 
He would purchase with His blood. 
LESSON PLAN 

1. The Criticisms of Jesus 
a. Against hypocrisy 
b. Against pride 
c. Against pretension 
2. The Commendation of Jesus 
a. The greatness of humility 
3. The Compassion of Jesus 
a. Rejecting and rejected 
b. A prospect of hope? 

1. “They say, and do not.” Such was 
our Lord’s indictment of the Pharisees. 
Of all the sins of men, hypocrisy incurred 
His severest rebuke. The purity of His 
own motives and the sincerity of His own 
heart contrasted with the make-believe of 
His enemies. Yet it is to be feared that 
this sin is the most frequent of all offenses 
offered to God. Unreality abounds in our 
church life. And what of ourselves? Do 
we profess more than we perform? Is our 
creed better than our conduct? 

Pride also incurred the severe rebuke 
of Jesus. Nobody had more right than 
He to pass judgment on this sin, for He 
had humbled Himself from Heaven’s 
throne to become the Saviour of men. How 
foolish their struttimgs and posturings ap- 
peared in His eyes! Plumbing the depths 
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of men’s hearts until He uncovered their 
motives, He revealed that even religious 
activities can be the expression of pride. 
Have we the courage to probe as deep into 
our own hearts? 

Ecclesiastical pomp and pretention were 
specially objectionable to Him. He knew 
that the Pharisees were puffed up with 
their own conceit when people addressed 
them in terms of lofty respect. Because He 
knew that the same temptation would 
come to His disciples He gave them a 
special warning on this point. None of 
His prohibitions seems to have received 
less attention. High-sounding titles borne 
by men wielding unscriptural authority in 
ecclesiastical circles repeat the offense of 
the Pharisees. There is no place for 
thrones and crowns in the church of Jesus 
Christ. His alone is the throne, and His 
the crown. 

2. So, to make plain His point, our Lord 
commended the grace of humility. But 
more eloquent than His words is His 
example. “I am among you as He that 
serveth” He said (Lk. 22:27). When the 
twelve failed in courtesy to one another, 
it was the Master who took a towel and 
girded Himself, washing their feet (John 
13). Then He said: “If I then, your Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet; ye 
also ought to wash one another’s feet. For 
I have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you.” 

3. The eyes which had flashed with 
anger against insincerity were soon wet 
with tears of compassion for doomed 
Jerusalem. The city of privilege had re- 
jected its Saviour and so had itself been 
rejected of God. Let none imagine that 
God can be scorned and affronted with 
impunity. Those who reject Him must in 
turn be rejected. But the Lord’s judgments 
are executed with tears in His eyes. For 
He “is not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance” 
(2 Pet. 3:9). 

Were not Christ’s words of judgment 
mingled with words of hope? He would 
come again, He said, and then the cry 
would go up: “Blessed is He that cometh 
in the name of the Lord.” For the Jew, 
as for the Gentile, there is hope in Christ; 
and Paul, who knew better than most the 
obduracy of Israel, cherished the expecta- 
tion that “all Israel shall be saved” (Rom. 
11:26). God’s wondrous patience with 
rebellious men should soften every heart 
into submission to Him. 
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Jesus Urges Alertness 
LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 25:1-13 
Golden Text: “Watch ye, stand fast in the 
faith, quit you like men, be strong” (1 Cor. 
16:13). 

In the teacher’s background material, 
the passage from Matthew’s Gospel is 
coupled with Romans 13:11-14, indicating 
that the intention of the lesson is to empha- 
size the necessity for disciplined living on 
the part of Christians. Actually, this is 
our quarterly temperance theme, and it 
affords excellent opportunity for showing 
that Christian temperance is much more 
than a matter of abstaining from beverage 
alcohol: it touches every area of life and 
demands both self-denial and watchful- 
ness. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Our passage in Matthew is taken from 
our Lord’s discourses on the last things 
and its primary application is the obliga- 
tion of watchfulness in view of our Lord's , 
return. This point must not be lost sight 
of although the. lesson: lends itself to a. 
wider application. The early church was 
constantly summoned to disciplined living 
by the apostle Paul because of the need 
for readiness should Christ’s second advent 
dawn (1 Thess. 5:23; 2 Thess. 2:1-5; 
1 Tim. 6:14-15). 

The parable of the Wise and Foolish 
Virgins describes oriental practice about 
which there is a good deal of discussion 
among commentators. Whether the bride- 
groom was going to meet his bride, or 
returning to his home with his bride, is 
not made clear. Neither is this important 
for the’ interpretation of the parable. 
Eastern weddings were held after night- 
fall, which made torches (or lamps) 
necessary. 

As the hour drew near for the bride- 
groom’s arrival, ten maidens (friends, 
perhaps, of the bride) went out to meet 
him. Five of the ten had made provision 


“for possible emergency. Besides carrying 


oil in their lamps they carried with them 





) T % 
ss vacation 


school 


plan 


COMPLETE 
Lie) 

ats 

last 

detail 









thu DVBS 
this FREE informative expedi- 
tion guidebook “CONQUEST”... 
It's chock-full of proven ideas and valuable 
information that will be of tremendous 
help to DVBS teachers and directors. It's 
new, it’s large in size (8%2" x 11”), it’s 
complete. Includes everything for DVBS 
planning as well as a preview of 1953 ALL- 
BIBLE VACATION SCHOOL LESSON 














~ 
< es ! Please rush to me a FREE copy of 
8 y y “‘conquest,”’ teachers’ and direc- 
) tors’ guidebook for DVBS '53. 

& 

a NAME 

z 

< ADDRESS. 

a 

go ocity. ( ) STATE 





Available DEPT. ETS-23 
at your 


favorite — SCRIPTURE PRESS 


dealer or 








an extra supply of oil. The other five, 
however, made no such provision. Although 
they should have known that the exigen- 
cies of travel might delay the bridegroom, 
they took chances. 

We should not suppose that they went 
far fromthe house to express their wel- 
come. It was enough that they should be 
outside to escort him in when he came. 
So, when he failed to appear, one after 
another of them sought the refuge of the 
house again; and as the night advanced, 
they naturally went to sleep, leaving some- 
one, however, to keep watch. 

It was midnight before the bridegroom 
and his party were sighted: later than 
anyone had expected him to come. But the 
watchman raised the cry, and the ten 
maidens wakened out of their sleep, and 
prepared to go forth on their errand of 
welcome. But the passing hours had used 
up the oil in their lamps, so that five of 
them had to make use of-the reserve sup- 
plies which they had thoughtfully brought 
with them. The other five wanted to share 
in these reserves; but rightly enough the 
others refused, arguing that they might 
all find themselves: with insufficient oil, 
and that would mean that nobody would 
be ready to greet the bridegroom. 





|: Sree a village in which everyone 
is kind, generous, patient and 
truthful — in which there is not even the 
slightest trace of hypocrisy, envy or 
strife! That’s THE VILLAGE OF LOVE —a 


Too Little and too Late 

It was a case of too little and too late. 
While the short-sighted five went to get 
oil, the bridegroom arrived, the marriage 
feast was started, and the doors were 
closed. When they at length returned to 
the house they were not recognized as 
friends of the bridegroom, and though 
they knocked upon the door they were 
refused admission. So, said Jesus, “Watch 

. for ye know neither the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” 

Attention should be given to Romans 
13:11-14 as additional teaching material. 
Here Paul uses the analogy of a sleeping 
soldier to emphasize the necessity for 
Christian alertness. When he says, “Now 
is our salvation nearer than when we be- 
lieved,” he is referring to the consumma- 
tion of our salvation, the full realization 
of redemption’s blessing which will be ours 
when we get to glory. Hence, he appeals 
on the ground of the shortness of oppor- 
tunity. None of us knows how long we 
have before our salvation comes to full 
fruition in the blessings of immortality. 
But what of the salvation of others? 
Should we not be up and active in service 
lest Heaven call us before earth’s tasks 
are complete? 










village ruled by the love of Christ — a village entered only 


by the cross. 


Many times Paul had seen a Roman 
guard leap from his couch at the sound 
of the early morning reveille. He would 
rise, casting off his bed blanket, and then 
would put on his armor, ready for the 
duty of the day. That same prompt re- 
sponse is obligatory for the believer, and 
it involves wakefulness, the casting off of 
all encumbering habits and ties, and the 
putting on of Christ as a glorious uniform 
declaring our loyalty and as a defense 
against the wiles of the Devil. 

LESSON PLAN 

1. A Watch to Keep 
a. Against the enemy 
b. For the coming K.ng 

2. A Work to Do 
a. In our Master's absence 
b. Anticipating His return 

3. A War to Wage 
a. The need for discipline 
b. The way of victory 

1. Frequently the word “Watch!” was 
upon our Master’s lips. He knew our 
tendency to slackness. For a soldier, no 
offense is more serious than that he fail 
to watch; a sleeping sentry may pay for 
his carelessness with death, since by that 
carelessness he may help the enemy. Jesus 
knew that His disciples would be beset by 
many foes, and that their cunning could 
only be matched by unwavering watchful- 
ness. We need to be alert to the Devil’s 
strategy, otherwise we may easily become 
its victim. Consider the subtle methods of 
the liquor trade. Unless we recognize the 
falsehoods of magazine advertisements and 
radio commercials we may be caught in 
the toils of the demon alcohol. 

But as men in battle not only mark their 
enemy but also watch for reinforcements, 
so we must be on the alert for our return- 
ing Lord. This will kindle both zeal and 
hope: zeal to stand our ground against 
His appearing and hope for the victory 
He will bring. 

2. Like the virgins of our Lord’s para- 
ble, we also have a task in our Master’s 
absence. It is easy to become weary in 
well doing. Are we working as hard for 
Jesus in His absence as. we would work if 
He were here to watch us? If not, we are 
surely failing in loyalty. 

It has been untruly said by those who 
reject the doctrine of the Lord’s Return 
that it encourages other-worldliness at 
the expense of present duty. The reverse 
is true. Among the greatest missionary 
pioneers and enthusiasts of all time have 


been those whose service was inspired by 
the thought that Jesus was coming back 
again—Hudson Taylor, Jonathan Goforth, 
Samuel Zwemer, C. T. Studd, to name but 
a few. The great missionary-hearted 
churches of today are churches which thrill : 
to the Blessed Hope. 

3. Already we have thought of the Chris- 
tian life as a warfare. That was in Paul’s 
mind when he wrote Romans 13:11-14. 
Did he laugh inwardly as he imagined one 
of his Roman guards going on duty in his 
bed blanket? That was in his thought 
when he summoned the believers to whom 
he wrote to “cast off the works of dark- 
ness.” He named some of these—“reveling 
and drunkenness,” “debauchery and licen- 
tiousness,” “quarreling and jealousy” 
(RSV). Think of Christians being guilty 
of the first four! Think, also, of bracket- 
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ing “quarreling and jealousy” with these! 
But Paul knew the hearts of men; that the 
ugliest sins are the secrets of some sup- 
posedly pious folk, and that evil disposi- 
tions may do as much damage to a Chris- 
tian’s testimony as fleshly indulgences. All 
equally should be repudiated by the fol- 
lower of Jesus. 

There is victory in Christ. That was 
Paul’s constant message. He pursues his 
military metaphor in Romans 13:14 and 
charges believers to put on Christ as a 
uniform, promising that thus they shall 
overcome the besetments of sin. Neither 
good resolutions nor sincere reformations 
are enough to save us from sin’s snares. 
Only in Christ are we safe—receiving 
Him as Saviour, obeying Him as Lord, 
watching for Him as Coming King. 
MARCH 15, 1953 

Accountable to God 
LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 25:31-46 
Golden Text: “Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these My 
brethren, ye have done it unto Me” (Matt. 
25:40). 

The complete passage for teachers. covers 
Matthew 25:14-46, which includes both 
the Parable of the Talents and the Parable 
of the Judgment of the Nations. It must 
be recognized that this is an area of 
Scripture which admits differences of in- 
terpretation. While there is general agree- 
ment among students as to the significance 
of the first of these parables, much dis- 
agreement exists concerning the precise 
setting and circumstances of the judgment 
described in the second parable. 

However, both parables present abiding 
principles which our lesson theme, “Ac- 
countable to God,” serves to emphasize. As 
Sunday school material these parables are 
perhaps best employed to indicate these 
principles. Christians, young and old, need 
to be reminded that salvation carries its 
obligation of service, that the field in which 
we must demonstrate our love for God 
is in our relationships with our fellow 
men, and that for every man there will 
come a day of accountimg with Christ as 
judge. 

LESSON MATERIAL 

Glancing first at the Parable of the 
Talents it is important to notice the phrase 
“his own servants” (v. 14). The emphasis 
is on service rightfully expected on the 
part of the master and unquestionably due 
from his servants. No doubt is expressed 
concerning the reasonableness. of the stew- 
ardship demanded: it is treated as an obli- 
gation on the part of servants to their 
master. Christ has a right to command 
His own, and every Christian should 
recognize that he owes to the Lord the 
obedience of the willing worker. 

It is evident that Jesus was speaking 
here of His return to the Father and of 
His coming again at the Second Advent. 
This entire section belongs to His discourse 
on what would happen between these two 
events and what would be the circumstances 
of His return. In the Parable of the 
Talents He deals with Christian respon- 
sibility between these two points—the im- 
perative of service measured by oppor- 
tunity. 

“To every man according to his several 
ability” (v. 15) indicates the standard of 
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divine expectation. God asks of no man 
what he is incapable of giving. But, at the 
same time, every individual has some serv- 
ice he can render. God’s entrustments are 
in proportion to our capacity, or oppor- 
tunity, for fulfilling them; therefore his 
expectations take account of the same 
factors. His evaluations are not necessarily 
based upon varying intellectual or physical 
equipment, but also upon circumstances. 
The sin of the one talent man was that 
of unconcern expressed in idleness. He 
was not expected to bring in five talents 
for his one, or even three; what was re- 
quired of him was that he should use what 
he had in the service of his master. Back 
of his failure was a wrong attitude, which 
also accounts (it is to be feared) for the 
indolence of so many professing Christians. 


Judge of the Nations 

In the second parable our Lord begins 
with His return, and His dealings as 
judge are with “all nations.” Previous 
parables have described restricted groups, 
but now the scene is universal, and Christ 
appears as the supreme authority before 
whom all must be judged. 

Note that His judgment will divide 
those who comprise the nations: there will 
be sheep and goats in them all. To speak 
of “a Christian country” is to be careless 
with terms; but we may equally err to 
refer to a land as pagan. The devil has his 
legions in America, and God has His 
saints in Russia. 

This parable does not deal with salva- 
tion or with the terms of salvation, and 
must not be interpreted to conflict with 
the Scriptural principle of righteousness 
by faith. Men are never in any circum- 
stances justified in God’s sight by works, 
although good works are the invariable 
accompaniment of salvation. The approval 
of the King is given to those described as 
“ye blessed of My Father” and as “the 
righteous” ; therefore we must assume that 
this standing with God has been obtained 
through faith. The gracious activities 
which command the commendation of the 
King are the evidence of that faith. 

Let us not overlook the fact that this 
parable was given to the men who very 
soon would be charged with carrying the 
message of the Gospel to all nations. They 
would sometimes be hungry, thirsty, 
strangers, naked, sick, and in prison; 
and, because they were “ambassadors for 
Christ,” attitudes shown toward them 
would in reality be attitudes taken toward 
their Lord. Sometimes they would be 
tempted to discouragement; the opposition 
would be so powerful as to challenge their 
faith. But Jesus assured them that their 
persecutors would stand at his judgment 
bar to receive the penalty of their conduct, 
while their benefactors would be certain 
of reward. 

LESSON PLAN 

1. A Task to Do 
a. Reasonable service 
b. According to ability 

2. A Kindness to Show 
a. Person to person 
b. Philanthropy’s peak 

3. An Account to Render 
a. Christ our judge 
b. And our example 

1. We are as prone to insist on our 


privileges as we are to shirk our responsi- 
bilities. Yet both go together. As God’s 
children by faith in Jesus Christ we are 
the possessors of a great inheritance. But 
so high an honor carries also an obligation 
of filial obedience. Noblesse oblige! How 
careful our Lord was to make it plain that 
discipleship involved service. “Herein is 
My Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit; so shall ye be My disciples” (John 
15:8). This is no optional duty; it is 
Christ’s imperative. And those who have 
any sense of gratitude for the blessing of 
salvation will rejoice in an opportunity 
for the practical expression of that grati- 
tude. 

The ancient Hebrews suffered under the 
unreasonable demands of their Egyptian 
taskmasters who expected them to make 
bricks without straw. Our Lord does not 
treat us so; no man is expected to do what 
is beyond his ability. His expectation of 
service rendered varies according to op- 
portunities possessed. The man of wealth 
and influence has a greater obligation to 
discharge than the poor man living in 
obscurity ; but each has a task. That is the 
important emphasis of Christ’s Parable of 
the Talents. Nobody is excused from serv- 
ice, because to every man there is given 
opportunity of some kind. 

2. There is danger of talking about 
Christian service in general terms and 
never getting down to specifics. We may be 
“up” on Missions and yet never display the 
missionary spirit in an effort at personal 
soul winning. How intensely practical our 
Lord was! He spoke of the hungry, the 
naked, the sick, and those in prison, and 
indicated that the path of Christian duty 
lay in ministering to these. His was a 
person to person call: this man serving 
that man, this woman seeking that woman, 
and all for His name’s sake. Truly, evan- 
gelism is every Christian’s task. 

We have a responsibility for the physical 
and material welfare of others. The suf- 
ferings of those who are underfed, under- 
clothed, sick, or ill-treated should make 
demands upon our ehearts. Let us not be 
guilty of spiritualizing His calls to social 
service, lest we be guilty of denying the 
very spirit which He displayed in His kind- 
ness toward men. But we must ever bear 
in mind that the peak of philanthropy is 
o “tell them of Jesus, the mighty to save.” 
No greater blessing can be conferred on 
any life than this. 

3. One day we shall have to render an 
account. He who has commanded that we 
bear fruit will ask to inspect the results of 
our labor. How great will be our shame if 
we have nothing to show! Those hands 
outstretched to receive what we have failed 
to bring will reveal their nail prints. Then 
we will know the remorse of having dis- 
appointed Him who gave His life for us. 

To be sure of facing Him without regret 
we need to take Him now as our example. 
He “went about doing good,” spending 
Himself without reserve for others, laying 
down His life at last that all might have 
opportunity for salvation. Ever to keep in 
mind the marvel of His love and the great- 
ness of His sacrifice will not only furnish 
a pattern for our own service; it will also 
provide the power, since all our resources 
are in Him. 
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Jeremiah. Theo. Laetsch. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 412 p. 
1952. 

This is the first of a projected series 
of commentaries on the Bible by scholars 
of the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod. 
The aim of the series is to produce a 
commentary informed by high scholar- 
ship and adhering to the principle of the 
verbal inspiration of the Scriptures. 

Dr. Laetsch, a professor at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, has devoted his 
lifetime to Bible studies, and for many 
years taught the book of Jeremiah at 
that seminary. The commentary - is 
divided into three parts. (1) A transla- 
tion of the text (evidently Dr. Laetsch’s 
own). (2) Grammatical notes on the 
Hebrew text, sometimes too technical to 
be of much assistance to any but 
scholars, but at other times presenting 
helpful word studies. (3) The commen- 
tary itself, which treats nearly every 
verse of the book. It is scholarly, yet can 
be understood by the Sunday school 
teacher who needs simple explanations 
of the text. The work is consistently 
conservative throughout. The author’s 
eschatological position is that of amil- 
lennialism; all prophecies which pre- 
millenarians believe refer to the reign 
of Christ on earth are here “spiritual- 
ized” and made to refer to the New 
Testament Church. 

J.BG. 


An Introduction to Psychology. Hildreth 
Cross. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 464 p. $4.95. 
Dr. Cross is head of the Psychology 

Department at Taylor University, at 
Upland, Indiana. Throughout the work 
there is manifest a strong evangelical 
note. At the same time the author does 
not ignore the data of psychology, but 
points out that the conflict between psy- 
chology and Christianity is a matter of 
interpretation of the data psychology 
presents. 

The author comes out clearly for the 
view that man possesses a body, soul, 
and spirit. After setting forth the Bibli- 
cal view he shows how psychology adds 
its testimony to the Scriptural fact. The 
book is not wordy. The author knows 
what he wants to say and says it. Some 
of the subjects discussed are the follow- 





ing: Definitions: Psychology and the 
Scientific Method: Organic Evolution—A 
Basis for Psychological Thinking, Valid 
or Invalid? The Schools of Psychology, 
their Contribution and Limitations. Vari- 
ous subjects with which psychology deals 
are then discussed with a concluding 
chapter on the Dynamic Christian 
Personality. 

An Introduction to Psychology by Dr. 
Cross may well be used as a textbook in 
Bible institutes and Bible colleges. This 
book is well outlined and is suitable for 
class assignment. Due to its compactness, 
it affords an excellent reference to gen- 
eral psychology. The text is well indexed. 

This reviewer likes particularly the 
presentation of the various schools of 
psychological thought. This should aid 
the student to see that there is disagree- 
ment among the psychologists them- 
selves and should enable him to see that 
the Christian faith is not to be belittled 
since the “great minds” of unbelief are 
not really sure that they are right in 
their theories which they present so 
dogmatically. 

R.L.K. 


The Doctrine of God. By Herman Ba- 
vinck. Translated, edited, and out- 
lined by Wm. Hendriksen. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 407 p. $5.00. 

Herman Bavinck was a Dutch theo- 
logian who lived at the close of the 
nineteenth century. Although never be- 
fore available in English translation, his 
works have influenced American the- 
ology and his ideas have appeared in the 
writings of English and American schol- 
ars. Now for the first time, his Doctrine 
of God may be read in our language. 
This is really the second volume of his 
exhaustive work, Reformed Dogmatics. 

The translation has been done by the 
Professor of Theology of Calvin Sem- 
inary, and has been cast into clear, inter- 
esting English. Of inestimable value in 
the following of the thought is the 
excellent outlining of the book by the 
translator. , 

Such topics as “God’s Incomprehensi- 
bility,” “God’s Knowability,” “God’s 
Names,” “God’s Incommunicable and 
Communicable Attributes,’ “The Holy 
Trinity,” and the doctrine of the divine 
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decree are treated in this volume. Each 
topic is treated at length, and the chap- 
ters abound in Scripture references. 
There is no attempt to evade contro- 
versial issues, nor to avoid difficult . 
doctrines. ‘ 

This is not easy reading, although the | 
language is not complicated. It is a 
volume for the careful student and for 
the preacher rather than for the general 


public. 
H.W.O. 


The Progress of Dogma. James Orr. Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 365 p. plus xxviii. $3.50. 
More than fifty years ago, in the midst 

of an age of theological uncertainty and 
doubt, the author sought to establish a 
sure foundation upon which theology, 
doctrine, and dogma might rest, and a 
law of interpretation by which they 
might be tested. “The days are past,” he 
says, “when we can appeal, with the 
early Church, to fresh apostolic tradi- 
tion; we refuse to bow, with the Middle 
Ages to decisions of councils and canon- 
ists; we repudiate the Romanist assump- 
tion of an infallible head of the Church; 
we decline, with the rationalist, to sub- 
mit everything to the rule of reason. 
Yet in the evolution of dogma the need 
is imperative for some criteria by which 
sound and healthy developments may be 
discriminated from such as are the 
reverse. Do such criteria exist?” The 
volume was the author’s attempt to 
establish such criteria of judgment. 

Dr. Orr recognizes that the organic 
unity of any system, as well as vital 
Christian experience, and the practical 
effects of any system will furnish some 
criteria. And after assuming that the 
primary authority and ultimate test of 
all dogma must and will be the Scrip- 
tures themselves, he presents his thesis 
that history furnishes us with the great- 
est extra-biblical criteria of judgment, 
for “the individual judgment is can- 
celled; the accidental elements in the 
thought of an age drop away, and only 
its abiding contribution to truth is 
retained.” The author notes the paral- 
lelism of logical and historical develop- 
ments in dogma, so that the historical 
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course of dogma and the scientific order 
of works on systematic theology follow 
the same course of development, and on 
this basis, he then surveys the great 
periods of church history, (the second 
century with its controversies over 
apologetics, the third and fourth with 
their controversies over the Doctrine of 
God, the fifth with its debate over the 
Doctrine of Man and Sin, the sixth and 
seventh with their controversy over the 
Doctrine of the Person of Christ, the 
eleventh to sixteenth with their Doctrine 
of Atonement, the sixteenth with the 
controversy over Justification by Faith, 
the seventeenth and eighteenth with the 
development of the great theological 
systems, and the nineteenth and twen- 
tieth with the emphasis on eschatology) 
and with the principle in mind that the 
simpler precedes the more complex, 
shows how, in each period of contro- 
versy, there was first of all a simple 
statement of a Scriptural doctrine, that 
that statement was attacked, and then 
defended, and out of the controversy, 
through the application of the mind of 
the Church, a false doctrine was repu- 
diated and a true doctrine set forth, that 
never again need be the subject of 
debate. Thus, Orr feels, history, with its 
declarations upon and definitions of 
dogma, is our final court of appeal. 
Although this volume is one on the 
progress of dogma, not on the history 
of dogma, yet there is a careful outline 
of the history of dogma within its pages. 
The index, together with the complete 
table of contents, which has been in- 
corporated, makes the book a valuable 
tool for study. Even though the book is 
half a century old, it will still enable the 
conservative theologian to speak with 
greater authority, as we “earnestly con- 
tend for the faith.” 
’ JDP. 


The Lord’s Table. Andrew Murray. 

Moody Fress, Chicago. 122 p. $.35. 

If you have ever read one of Andrew 
Murray’s books, you will need no urging 
to purchase this slim book which is “a 
help to the right observance of the 
Lord’s Supper.” This is not a theological 
treatise on the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper, but a simple, devotional guide 
for those who wish a greater sense of 
sin and a larger view of our Holy Lord 
and His redeeming work. Andrew Mur- 
ray is never content with anything less 
than personal appropriation of truth. It 
is obvious that the fine mixture of 
humility and confidence set forth in this 
book is the product of faith tested by 
life. (As Amy Carmichael once said of 
Murray, “I found the man to be even 
better than his books”.) 

R.N.O. 


Meditations in the Book of Psalms. 
Erling C. Olsen. Loizeaux Brothers. 
1050 p. $6.50. 

This is a one-volume reprint of Mr. 
Olsen’s broadcasts devoted to medita- 
tions on the Psalms with messages on 
each of the hundred and fifty Psalms. It 
is practical as well as consistently evan- 
gelical in tone. This new edition is 
attractively printed and bound. 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 

(Continued from page 13) 
the Missouri Synod Lutherans, the 
thousands of independent churches, 
and many people within the denom- 
inations they represent is a well- 
known fact. But taken as a docu- 
ment by itself, and studied for its 
content alone, the letter has real 
value. For example, who can quar- 
rel in any way with the following? 
‘‘Our supreme task as Christians is 
to be instruments in God’s hands to 
carry forward His purpose in Christ 
for mankind. Our churches, there- 
fore, cannot be ends in themselves. 
We dare not, moreover, make them 
the servants of any one culture, 
class, race, or nation. . .. They must 
radiate the light of God on all things 
human; that is their prophetic mis- 
sion ...’’ There is profound truth 
in this, and many fundamental 
churches, proud of their doctrinal 
stand, would do well to reflect upon 
it, - 

This means that our doctrine and 
practice should throw light on labor 
relations, on racial questions, on 
governmental practices, on honesty 
in business,-ete. It is true that this 
light must be in addition to our 
individual witness to men that they 
are lost and that they need salva- 
tion, and to Christians that they 
must grow in the knowledge of 
Christian truth. Is it not a fact 
that many ‘‘fundamental’’ Chris- 
tians have considered that growth 
in the knowledge of truth has meant 
growth in the knowledge of the rela- 
tionship between the third seal, the 
fifth trump, and the fourth vial of 
the Apocalypse, and a failure to 
comprehend the outworking of 
‘‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself’’? 

OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

The ‘‘letter to the Christian 
people of America’’ contains a fair 
and fine statement on the American 
publie school system. ‘‘We believe 
in our public school system. It is 
unfair to say (as the Romanist 
Bishops have said) that where reli- 
gion is not taught in a public school, 
that school is secular or Godless... 
On the other hand, a way must be 
found to make the pupils of Ameri- 
ean schools aware of the heritage of 
faith upon which this nation was 
established . . . On no account must 
an educational system which is per- 
meated by the philosophy of secular- 
ism, something quite different from 
religious neutrality, be allowed to 
gain control of our public schools 
... In some constitutional way pro- 
vision should be made for the in- 
euleation of the principles of reli- 
gion... within the regular schedule 
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of a pupil’s working day. In the 
meantime the state should continue 
to accord freedom to religious bodies 
to carry on their own schools. But 
those who promote parochial schools 
should accept the responsibility to 
provide full support for those 
schools, and not expect to receive 
subsidies or ‘special privileges from 
public authorities.’’ 

There are two things here that 
deserve comment. First, the obvious 
conclusion of the last sentence is 
that Romanists must not expect the 
state to pay for schoolbooks or bus 
service for parochial students. 
Second, if the suggestion for con- 
stitutional provision means that any 
group should have the right to teach 
its children within the framework 
of the public school, and that any 
parents might claim freedom from 
such teaching for their own chil- 
dren, we would heartily agree. 


MATERIALIST VIEW 

Pravda has published a series of 
articles on the origin of the universe 
which is now the party line for 
Russia. After noting that the new 
theory accorded with the material- 
ist view of the universe, the articles 
proceeded to attack the ‘‘hitherto 
widely accepted view of the idealist 
British scientist, Jeans,’’ on the 
origin of the planets. It continued: 
““It was precisely the unique manner 
in which the universe came into 
being according to Jeans which en- 
sured the popularity of his theory 
in the capitalist world, for his 
pseudo-scientifie explanation of the 
origin of the earth approximated to 
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the myth of the Creation. Soviet 
science has now completely exploded 
both Jeans’ theory and the idealist 
and reactionary theories of the 
British scientist Milne and Holden, 
who conceived the childish idea that 
a vast ‘primordial atom’ of solar 
energy had produced the matter 
constituting the entire solar system.’’ 

The Professor then propounded 
the new Soviet theory: ‘‘Otto 
Schmidt envisages the planets as 
having been formed through the 
condensation of matter previously 
in the form of dust or meteorites. 

. . The formation of planets is 
thus, in Schmidt’s view, the result 
of the union of particles which pre- 
vious'y rotated around the sun. 
Schmidt has succeeded in deter- 
mining with exactitude the law 
which governed the subsequent ar- 
rangement of the particles which 
surrounded the sun within one plane 
and has explained the origin of the 
rotation of the resulting planets on 
their own axes and round the sun. 
. . . In eontrast to the traditional 
view, which has dominated astron- 
omy for some two centuries, that 
the heavenly bodies were originally 
in a gaseows or molten state, the 
new theory leads to the conclusion 
that the earth and the other planets 
were originally cold. 
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THE SUPREME EXPERIENCE 

(Continued from page 21) 
Christ that Paul has in mind when 
he talks here about the Lord. He says 
he will glory in his infirmities “that 
the power of Christ may rest upon 
me.” The Christian’s supreme experi- 
ence is to get through to Christ Him- 
self and to where one can say, “Now 
Thee alone I seek, Give what is best.” 
It is getting past revelations and ex- 
altations and deliverances and pray- 
ers and great days and spots on a 
map or dates in a book to the all- 
sufficiency of Christ Himself. We 
make much of seven Heavens but 
when we glory in Christ we have an 
experience greater than all other ex- 
periences because it includes them 
all. It may not sound as exciting in 
a testimony meeting to say simply, 
“T have found Christ sufficient day by 
day” as to relate a hair-raising story 
of some personal rapture. But it is 
better to have Heaven come down 
daily in the presence of Christ with 
us than to be caught up to third 
Heaven now and then. 

After all, He promised to be with 
us literally “all the days even unto 
the end of the age.” It is better to 
boast of the Christ of Every Day than 
to tell strange stories of One Red- 
letter Day. Then, if God grants you 
a trip to third Heaven, good! If He 
grants you mighty deliverance, won- 
derful! If He removes your thorn, 
glorious! But whether He does or 
does not, you have found something 
better. Instead of being exalted above 
measure bragging about a vision, you 
boast of a victory. 

It usually takes some kind of thorn 
to bring us through to this supreme 
experience. Notice that Paul says, 
“There was given to me a thorn in 
the flesh.” And although it was a 
messenger of Satan it was neverthe- 
less definitely a part of the process. 
It took trouble to bring triumph. 

You will observe that Paul did not 
merely resign himself to his affliction. 
Resignation is better than rebellion 
or a stiff-upper-lip Stoicism but it is 
not the highest attitude. We may 
acquiesce and resign to the inevitable 
because we have to! After all, there 
is not much we can do about it. 

Some things, of course, are never 
to be accepted. They are the will of 
the Devil and must be resisted and 
defeated. But that which cannot be 
removed may be turned to God’s 
glory and transmuted from a burden 
into a blessing. 

This, then, is the conclusion of the 
whole matter. The Christian’s su- 
preme experience does not lie in rap- 
tures and revelations or trips to third 
Heaven. It does not lie in mighty 
deliverances or remarkable answers 
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to prayer. These are indeed precious 
when God pleases to grant them and 
they make more exciting stories but 
left to themselves they may exalt us 
above measure. The Christian’s su- 
preme experience is to get past all 
incidental and secondary things to 


grace. Then, no matter what God 
grants or what He refuses, He Himself 
is our portion and our reward and we 
can sing with Paul, “I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in neces- 
sities, in persecutions, in distresses for 
Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, 


Christ Himself and His sufficient then am I strong.” EnpD 
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CENSORSHIP 
(Continued from page 23) 


Roman church would justify a 
Catholic librarian’s telling the ap- 
plicant who asked for Blanshard’s 
American Freedom and Catholic 
Power, that the book was out. And 
this may account for the fact that 
librarians have reported in their 
conventions that books which are 
considered undesirable from the 
Roman point of view have been 
“‘lost,’’ i.e., destroyed by the Catho- 
lic librarian.] Even the cooperation 
involved in handing such a book to 
a reader is not so proximate as it 
might seem at first glance. It is not 
the equivalent of handing the reader 
a forbidden book, for in the latter 
ease the reading of any amount of 
the book’s contents is at least a 
venial sin, since the whole book is 
forbidden. On the other hand, a 
reader may cover large: sections of 
an encyclopedia without committing 
any sin at all. The encyclopedia 
definitely has a use that is good and 
the probability of such a use is 
greatly in excess of the probability 
of its evil use. 

““If the one who receives the 
encyclopedia from the library clerk 
reads the forbidden material. either 
knowingly or unwittingly, the clerk 
can be called no more, it seems, than 
the occasion of that action. The 
formal sin committed by the reader 
when he knowingly disobeys the law 
is only remotely traceable to the 
clerk who made the work available 
to him. The usefulness of the work 
as a whole entitled the reader to 
use it. It would seem to be a quite 
officious interference on the part of 
the cierk to warn him against the 
portions that are forbidden. 

‘*On the other hand, the authori- 
ties in a college have an obligation 
of protecting the students and they 
cannot be called officious if, in the 
discharge of their responsibility, 
they warn the students that the 
encyclopedias and the anthologies 
are not approved in their entirety 
simply because they appear on the 
library shelves. A specific pointing 
to pages that are forbidden seems 
unwise, since it might prove to be 
a temptation in disguise. The college 
authorities seem to have complied 
with their obligation when they state 
the law as it is in a general way, 
perhaps even to the extent of sum- 
marizing canon 1399 as to the type 
of material which the students shall 
not read even if they find it in an 
encyelopedia. There is not much 
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likelihood that thereupon the stu- 
dents will go searching through the 
encyclopedia or the anthology look- 
ing for examples of the forbidden 
type of material.’’ 

That is the end of the page from 
the Staff Library Bulletin of the 
Catholic University, Washington, 
D. C., circulated in the library of 
that institution during the month 
of January of this year. It shows 
a mentality so backward, so hor- 
rible, that it should be the prayerful 
desire of every Christian to see such 
a mentality totally uprooted and 
destroyed. How horrible it is that 
there are people among us who 
have minds like that. The true Chris- 
tian knows that there is only one 


way to meet such a mentality, and 
that is by the entrance of the Word 
of God which gives light. We do not 
oppose the poor benighted Roman- 
ists who are trained in the midst ' 
of free America, with any opposition 
that is physical, for God has told: 
us that ‘‘The weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down 
of strongholds’’ (2 Cor. 10:4). Let 
us do everything that we can, how- 
ever, to get the Word of God to 
enter their darkened minds, for our 
Lord Jesus Christ has said that if 
they can come to know the truth, 
the truth shall set them free (John 
8 :32). 
END 
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TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from page 22) 


of the Gospel weighed very little with 
these sectaries. Conduct was indiffer- 
ent, for the body was a poor thing 
which mattered little. To be “enlight- 
ened,” to understand the truth as no 
others did, was the hallmark of spir- 
itual aristocracy. The Gnostic attitude 
had clearly found its first expression 
when John wrote, and verse five is 
a direct and pungent reference to it. 

The so-called “enlightened” walked, 
in fact, in darkness, for “God is 
light,” and they dishonored Him. And 
so we owe to the high pretentions of 
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a dangerous heresy one of the great 
sayings of Scripture. How often, in 
spiritual things, “out of the eater 
comes forth meat.” 

“God is light.” The words form a 
theme for the first half of the epistle 
as the companion verse, “God is 
love,” forms the leading thought in 
the second half. God is light, love, 
spirit. We owe all three definitions to 
John, who tells us more of the essen- 
tial nature of God than any other 
writer in the Bible. The name given 
to him by the early church, “the 
Theologian,” was justly earned. While 
others tell us what God does, John 
tells us what He is. Light and love, it 
should be noted, are not named as 
attributes; they are His very nature, 
His essential self. This goes beyond 
all earlier theology. “The Lord shall 
be to thee an everlasting light,” says 
Isaiah. “God is light,” says John. 

The image is satisfyingly complete. 
Light is everywhere. It penetrates 
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the unimaginable depths of space. 
Beyond the limits of vision the gleam- 
ing galaxies still float in beauty, pour- 
ing forth the glory of their light. 
Without light there is no vision, no 
clear view of reality, no beauty, no 
confident journeying, no growth, no 
health. Given light, given God, all 
these are possible. “God is light,” says 
the text, “and in Him is no darkness 
at all.” The application follows. If we 
proclaim our faith in God, but obvi- 
ously walk with darkened heart and 
mind, we lie. It is impossible to live 
in sin, and compromise with sin, and 
maintain fellowship with sinlessness. 

“Walking in the light,” on the other 
hand, has two blessed results. The 
first is fellowship with one another. 
The secret of all unity and happiness 
in the corporate life of a Christian 
group or society depends upon the 
quality of the spiritual life of the 
individual Christians who compose 
it. If they, one and all, have fellow- 
ship with God, it follows that they 
cannot be at variance among them- 
selves. Communion with our brethren 
is the consequence, and indeed the 
evidence of our communion with God. 
The second result, also in verse seven, 
is cleansing. As the Expositor’s Greek 
Testament remarks: “When we walk 
in the light that demonstration of the 
length to which God has gone in 
sacrifice for our sakes, is ever before 
us, and the amazing spectacle sub- 
dues our hearts, takes possession of 
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them and drives out every evil affec- 


tion.” 

This leads John to the theme of 
verses eight to ten—the heresy of the 
perfectionists. There were those who, 
perverting Paul, claimed to be ab- 
solved from the obligations of the 
moral law, who maintained that they 
no longer sinned, and had no sinful 
propensities remaining. John meets 
this contention with two statements. 
He first draws attention to the inher- 
ent corruption of the nature of man. 
Grace may be the medicine, potent 
and perfect, but recovery is a pro- 
tracted process. There is no point, 
says verse eight in “leading ourselves 
astray.” Indeed, if we do so, “the 
truth is not in us,” and truth in 
John’s writings might be paraphrased 
“the revelation of the true God.” 
Then, secondly, in verse nine, he 
passes from “sin” to “sins,” and in one 
of the deeply precious statements of 
Scripture, speaks of the frequent falls 
of the believer, and God’s provision 
for them. Why shut our eyes, he 
pleads, to experimental fact? We sin, 
and it is our hope, joy, and strength 
to admit the fact. 

In verse nine there is one surpris- 
ing word. Note that God is “faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins.” Just, 
be it noted, not merciful. The forgive- 
ness we have in Christ is based on 
God’s justice, on His righteousness. 
God forgives, not as a man might, 
because he chooses to be tolerant or 
indulgent, but because in the com- 
pleteness and wonder of His plan 
forgiveness is consistent with His 
justice. And sinful men, in conse- 
quence, can believe in the forgive- 
ness of their sins, not by convincing 
themselves that their sins are for- 
givable, or in any way excusable, 
but by their faith in the justice and 
consistency of -God once for all re- 
vealed in Christ and His finished 
work. The conception is breathtaking, 
and so far beyond anything man 
might imagine of God or goodness, 
that the heart can only bow in 
adoration before the clear vision of 
love revealed. And in such light, how 
pathetically feeble does a human 
claim to sinless perfection appear. 

That is why the chapter concludes 
as it does. Verse ten might be written: 
“If we say that we have not sinned 
we make him out a liar, and God’s 
revelation has no home in our heart.” 
The perfectionism which is refuted in 
this chapter, has, in other words, two 
causes. The first is the stifling of the 
voice within, the turning of a deaf 
ear to the inward testimony. The 
second is pure ignorance of Scripture. 
If the Word is powerful and regnant 
in the life, such error cannot raise 
its head. (To be continued) 
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UNDERGOING RENOVATION 

(Continued from page 15) 
it so everyone will know she is en- 
gaged, it is her right to do so, for the 
ring was presented to her. In the same 
way, when you and I present our- 
selves to the Lord Jesus Christ, we 
cease to be our own. 

But there is something else I want 
you to notice here in this section of 
our text. What are we to present? Is 
it our money? No; that’s not what 
the text says. Is it our time? Or our 
talents? No—important as money, 
time and talents are, these are not 
the primary things in God’s sight. 
Present yourselves. God never asks 
for a man’s money, time or service 
until He has the man himself. So 
many people feel that they can in- 
fluence God, or appease Him by drop- 
ping a dime or a quarter in the col- 
lection plate on Sunday as a “tip” for 
God. Never! This is one of the reasons 
why, in my church, we preface the 
taking of the offering by some state- 
ment like this: “If you are not a 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we do not ask you to put anything 
on the offering plate. This portion of 
the service is for believers alone.” 
God does not need, nor does He 
want the gifts of unsaved people. He 
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wants them, not their means. And so, 
Paul here too, suggests that we should 
present ourselves first of all. Then, 
when we have done that, we shall 
hear God speaking to us: “Now dig 
down in your pocket; now, give Me 
your time; now; I want your talents - 
used for My glory.” 

This presentation is to be “...a 
living sacrifice . . .” The very word 
“sacrifice brought one thought to the 
mind of Paul’s readers: that of a 
dead animal lying on the altar, whose 
blood had been shed for the atone- 
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righteous by a holy God. He placed 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ to 
our account, and even as He clothed 
Adam and Eve with skins in the 
Garden of Eden, so He clothes us 
with Christ’s holiness and righteous- 
ness, and looks upon us—not in our 
sin, but—in the perfection of Christ. 

If you take a piece of white paper, 
and a red crayon, and strike a streak 
of the crayon across the white page, 
the paper is marred. It is no longer 
clean but has become marked with 
red. Then, you take a piece of red 
cellophane and place it over the 
crayon-marked paper. Instantly the 
red crayon streak disappears. Why? 
Because you are looking at red 
through red, and the red cellophane 
cancels the vision of the red crayon 
mark. In the same way, you and I 
were stained with sin. Our sins were 
“.. as scarlet” (Isa. 1:18). But God 
shed the blood of His only begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, and He now looks 
at our scarlet-sin through the blood 
of Christ, and sees us clean. Thus— 
and thus alone,—can we present our- 
selves a holy sacrifice. 

The sacrifice must be acceptable. 
The word “acceptable” means “well- 
pleasing.” How often, when Jesus 
Christ walked the streets of Palestine 
during His earthly ministry, did God 
the Father smile His favor on Him. 
He spoke from heaven that all might 
hear: “This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased . . .” And 
even as the Father delighted in His 
Son, and accepted Him in His favor, 
so He smiles on us, for you and I, as 
believers, are “. . . accepted in the 
beloved (Son) .. .” (Eph. 1:6). Our 
sacrifice, therefore, is acceptable in 
God’s sight. He has accepted us, and 
will accept the sacrifice we present 
to Him as we offer ourselves to Him. 

And lastly, the third characteristic 
of our sacrifice to God is that it must 
be “reasonable.” The word which Paul 
used, and which has been translated 
“reasonable,” is the Greek term 
logiken, and it is the word from which 
we derive our English word “logical.” 
Hence, our service of sacrifice to the 
Lord must be logical, rational, well- 
thought-out, in contrast with an emo- 
tionally immature gesture. One of 
the tragedies of much that is called 
by the honored name of evangelism 
today is the high-pitched emotional- 
ism that undermines a person and 
leaves him drifting and helpless. Let 
me explain. In all too many cases, an 
evangelist will build his audience up 
to an extreme emotional level by the 
use of sob stories, high-pressure 
salesmanship and pleading. When this 
emotional deluge has reached its 
zenith, an “invitation” is given. 
Crowds of people may come down 
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the aisles to the altar rail to be 
“saved,” in answer to the evangelist’s 
appeal. These folks go through all of 
the ritual of the mourner’s bench, and 
then are told that they are saved. 
They go away rejoicing, and confident 
in their supposed new-found faith, 
without a full knowledge of what has 
taken place. The next morning comes 
and they find themselves high and 
dry. The emotional spasm has passed, 
and with it all of the high hopes they 
had the night before; and with the 
foundation gone and the evangelist’s 
comforting words no longer ringing 
in their ears, these supposed new con- 
verts drop back into their old way 
of living, because they have never 
been grounded in the Word. Their 
surrender to the evangelist’s Christ 
was all emotion; there was nothing 
“reasonable”—nothing logical about 
it. It was not thought out. 

Now do not misunderstand me; I do 
not mean that none of the people 
who come to altar rails during an 
emotional challenge are saved. That 
is not mine to say. Nor am I be- 
littling the work of some of our splen- 
did evangelists of today who take the 
time to explain to converts what they 
have done in trusting Christ. But un- 
less the inquirer or new convert has 
some logical, well-thought-out basis 
for his new-found salvation, the work 
has been in vain. Paul submits that 
when we surrender to Christ, we 
must do so in the full realization of 
what we are doing, and not merely 
under the strain and stress of an 
emotional appeal. 

How important it is for us to recog- 
nize that, under the leading of the 
Holy Spirit, Paul is calling us along- 
side himself to reveal some of this 
great truth to us. He urges us to pre- 
sent—in a definite and final transac- 
tion—if we have never before done 
it, ourselves as living sacrifices to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And he insists that 
this surrender—this sacrifice of our- 
selves—must be holy, well-pleasing 
to God, and well thought out. 

If there is some Christian who reads 
these words and who, although confi- 
dent of his salvation, is not living in 
the full joy of God’s Holy Spirit, let 
me urge you to make this once-for- 
all investment of yourself in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. You will not regret it. 

And if some unsaved person should 
have read this message, God’s only 
call to you is to forsake your sin, 
your personal interests and desires, 
and turn utterly to the Lord Jesus 
Christ in a personal allegiance and 
surrender to His will for salvation. 
May the blessed Holy Spirit use these 
words to accomplish His divine pur- 
pose in the hearts and lives of those 
He causes to read. Enp 
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PURPOSE IN DISEASE 
(Continued from page 12) 


strength is made perfect in (thy) 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will 
I glory in my infirmities that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmi- 
ties, in reproaches, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s 
sake: for when I am weak then am 
I strong.” In the same book (2 Cor. 
4:7) he stated, “But we have this 
treasure (i.e., this divine light) in a 
fragile vase of clay (our bodies), in 
order that the surpassing greatness of 
the power may be seen to belong to 
God, and not to originate in us” 
(Weymouth). 


Speaking of light I am reminded 
of an address, “The Light of the 
World,” by Duncan Blair, the late 
Regius Professor of Anatomy at Glas- 
gow University. This is contained in 
a small volume of his works, The 
Beginning of Wisdom; it should be 
read by every student. Herein he 
speaks of reflectance in the science of 
optical physics. He notes that an ob- 
ject is blue, for example, because it 
is imperfectly reflecting just one por- 
tion of the electromagnetic spectrum. 
If some types of blue glass are finely 
fragmented, they will appear white, 
thus perfectly reflecting the entirety 
of the visible spectrum. So it is the 
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writes a moving letter of gratitude for a recent food shipment. He 
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was able to witness for Christ to each recipient. 

He speaks of a nurse, thrown out of her hospital by the Nazis, 
who suffered privation and illness. She is now 61 years of age and 
unable to earn a living. She was once told by a matron of whom 
she asked work: “Let us drain you of your Jewish blood first . . 
This Jewess overflows with gratitude for our timely food relief and 


spiritual comfort. 
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send your gift soon. 


$10.00 will pay for a big nutritious CARE food parcel for a needy 
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The missionary also describes a Hebrew Christian family of five, the 
youngest four months of age. The husband cannot find work, and 
cares for the children while the wife scrubs floors in office buildings. 
There is never enough to eat, and our food cartons restored faith 
in God and man to the depressed and needy family. 

With these letters of unbounded gratitude come further appeals for 
our continued help in Europe and Palestine. We solicit the prayers and gifts of God’s people 
to enable us to continue our fruitful ministry amongst Christ’s needy brethren. Please do 
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Christian must be bodily broken at 
times to reflect Christ more perfectly. 


Even in the process of spiritual re- 
generation God manifests his work 
through the medium of disease. Jesus 
revealed himself as the light of the 
world, in the ninth chapter of John’s 
Gospel, by making physical light a 
reality to the man born blind; for 
that very reason he was so born. 


Apart from their reflecting God’s 
glory it is His desire that His children 
come to be like Him, and His chief 
attribute is holiness. Paul expresses 
this desire in Ephesians 1:4. “. . . he 
hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world that we 
should be holy and without blame be- 
fore him in love.” Apparently this 
identification process begins in this 
life, and is expedited by any un- 
toward circumstances such as illness, 
poverty, bereavement, defeat, and the 
like. In Hebrews 12:11 our Heavenly 
Father warns us that this process is 
not enjoyable, but then stimulates 
our patience by giving us a foretaste 
of the fruit of righteousness which 
will be our reward. If, in the midst 
of sickness and pain, the child of God 
will let a verse like this keep control 
of his mind, then his sufferings will 
be marvelously attenuated and he will 
have the strength needed for peace 
of mind until the trial is over. “Now 
no chastening for the present seemeth 
to be joyous, but grievous: neverthe- 
less afterward it yieldeth the peace- 
able fruit of righteousness unto them 
which are exercised thereby.” 


Another reason for illness in the 
Christian is seen in James 5:15 where 
there is reference to the type of 
disease which appears to be related 
to or derived from some specific sin- 
ning. “And the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall raise 
him up; and if he have committed 
sins, they shall be forgiven him.” Is 
this your problem? It may or may not 
be, but it is important, in the presence 
of pain, not to jump to the conclusion 
that you are suffering because of 
some individual sin. 


In the 11th chapter of 1st Corin- 
thians Paul rebuked the unworthy 
manner in which some partook of the 
sacrament of the Lord’s supper, and 
gave this as the reason “many are 
weak and sickly among you.” It is 
unlikely that the same sensuous prob- 
lem would exist today that was in- 
volved in the horrible disregard for 
the sanctity of the Lord’s supper in 
Corinth, when some used it simply 
to satisfy organic hunger or as an 
opportunity for alcoholic intoxication, 
not even bothering to eat in unison. 
However, it is conceivable that some 
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Christians in a low spiritual state or 
temporarily out of fellowship do par- 
ticipate in this holy ordinance merely 
as a formality, disobeying their Sav- 
iour’s command: “this do in remem- 
brance of me.” Guilty of having only 
a form of godliness but denying the 
power thereof these today may be 
subject to the chastisement of God in 
the form of weakness, sickness, or 
death as in Corinth. 


Finally, God sometimes visits the 
godly with sickness and death to 
escape His judgment against the en- 
vironmental evil. “The righteous 
perisheth, and no man layeth it to 
heart: and merciful men are taken 
away, none considering that the right- 
eous is taken away from the evil to 
come. He shall enter into peace: they 
shall rest in their beds, each one 
walking in his uprightness” (Isaiah 
57:1, 2). There are two excellent 
illustrations of this in the Old Testa- 
ment. In 1 Kings 14 is recorded the 
sickness and death of the godly 
prince, Abijah, who had opposed the 
ungodliness of his evil father, King 
Jeroboam. In mercy, God withdrew 
Abijah before He smote Israel for her 
sin. Similarly, God took faithful King 
Josiah in death before smiting Judah 
for her idolatry. “Behold therefore, 
I will gather thee unto thy fathers, 
and thou shalt be gathered into thy 
grave in peace; and thine eyes shall 
not see all the evil which I will bring 
upon this place” (2 Ki. 22:20). Per- 
haps you may fit into this category. 


In retrospect there is a variety of 
ultimate causes for sickness. In deal- 
ing with the sick we must remember 
that one or more of the aforemen- 
tioned reasons may apply in any par- 
ticular case. Our keen desire should 
be that God will use us as instru- 
ments in reconciling lost men to Him- 
self, and in leading saved men into a 
more perfect state of holiness. It may 
be that some sin is responsible for 
the illness, and this must be faced 
frankly, confessed, and abandoned by 
the grace of God. But, there are so 
many Christians who continue to cas- 
tigate themselves needlessly, wrongly 
assuming that their illness must be 
chastisement for some real or fancied 
sin problem. True insight and great 
comfort can be attained by knowing 
that there are many basic causes for 
disease in the life of the child of God. 
Whenever we find ourselves on beds 
of pain let us ask our Heavenly 
Father, “Why, Lord?” Let us be as- 
sured that He will answer. And let 
us always seek His Lordship in our 
lives, avowing with Job, “But he 
knoweth the way that I take: when 
he hath tried me, I shall come forth 


as gold.” END 
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BUILDING A CHRISTIAN'S LIBRARY... 


It pays to select good books and to have them on hand. Here are 
books you read more than once. You'll quote from them. You'll 
lend them to friends. You'll use them as references in your studies. 
And you'll find yourself developing into a well-rounded Christian 
who knows something of the depth and height and width—as well 
as the length—of Christian living. 


ARCHAEOLOGY AND BIBLE 
HISTORY ... by Joseph P. Free 
$5.00 


Modern archaeology interlocks with 
Bible history in a way that demon- 
strates the accuracy of the Bible in 
the most minute details. This fasci- 
nating subject is made highly 
readable for the Sunday School 
teacher, the minister and evangel- 
ist, and the layman alike. 


MODERN SCIENCE AND CHRIS- 
TIAN FAITH (Revised) ... 

by The American Scientific 
Affiliation $4.00 


In this day of rapidly increasing 
scientific knowledge we find con- 
stantly mounting evidence for our 
Christian faith. Learn how every 
major science points out the truth 
of our beliefs. This volume repre- 
sents the combined efforts of scores 
of scientific Christian minds. 


SCIENCE SPEAKS... 
by Peter W. Stoner $1.50 


Far from contradicting Scripture, 
the physical sciences show constant 
agreement with God’s Word. Read 
how science today is simply a dis- 
covery of natural laws that have 
always been known to God. 
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THE OLD HYMNS... 


The rich voice of Miss Childs adds 
new depth, new warmth, new feel- 
ing to those hymns we love so well. 
Beautifully recorded by Singspira- 
tion, this recently released album 
includes these favorites: 

O For a Thousand Tongues (Hayden) 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

In the Secret of His Presence 

Near to the Heart of God 

Shall I Empty Handed Be? 

More Like the Master 
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(78 RPM only) The Carnation Hour 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 10) 

DINAH WENT OUT TO SEE THE DAUGHTERS 
OF THE LAND (34:1) February 12 

Don’t blame Dinah (or your young 
folks) for wanting to step out and 
see life. If young people did not have 
the curiosity to know all that was 
going on around them it would be a 
sad day for the human race, the end 
of all progress and the death of ideas. 
It is the duty of parents to see that 
their young people are im surround- 
ings and under chaperonage that will 
keep them from falling into peril as 
Dinah did. All normal people when 
they are young, wish to see and be 
seen. Dinah was no exception. Living 
in a tent and seeing a town nearby, 
she naturally wanted to go where 
there was some life and movement, 
and to be among other girls. But left 
to herself by undisciplined parents, 
what chance did the poor girl have? 
“It is good for a man (or a girl) that 
he bear the yoke in his (her) youth” 
(Lam. 3:27). 

Lord give us the patience of discipline. 


HE SPAKE KINDLY TO THE DAMSEL (34:3) 
February 13 


Teen-agers have a way of consid- 
ering themselves capable, and ag- 
grieved if they do not get their own 
way. We once planted a lot of straw- 
berry plants and when they were in 
flower and I was anticipating the 
luscious berries I found that the 
farmer had picked all the flowers off, 
explaining that the strength had to 
go into the plants the first year and 
not into berries. The next years there 
were magnificent berries. It is the 
same in life. If young people want 
the fruit of maturity in their early 
youth, they spoil their lives com- 
pletely. Dinah’s mother should not 
have followed her daughter’s whim 
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and will, and Shechem should have 
been better taught; though we do not 
blame unregenerate Shechem as we 
do Jacob and Leah. To take advan- 
tage of a thoughtless, unprotected girl 
was bad, but to allow a young daugh- 
ter to go into a pagan town alone and 
unprotected was far worse. 
Lord, give us the strength of plant 
that we may bear much fruit. 


JACOB HELD HIS PEACE (34:5) 
February 14 
This was the man who had seen 


angels at Bethel and the face of God 
at Peniel. Was he quiet now because 
of shame for what had happened to 
his daughter? Or had thoughts of 
Bethel and Peniel come back to his 
mind? Or was he in a dotage of in- 
decision, unable to take hold of a 
situation and act? It would seem to 
be the latter, for there is no action 
which marks him as a man of spiritual 
experience in that which now follows. 
To have waited for the action of a 
group of sons who were wild fellows 
was a final act of folly in a man who 
had given over the place of leader- 
ship which should have been his as 
patriarch and father. Curses, like 
chickens, had come home to roost. It 
had seemed for years as though Jacob 
had escaped the consequences of his 
many sins, but they had now caught 
up with him. Neither Laban nor Esau 
had killed him, though he deserved 
death at their hands. Now he is to 
receive more pain than any that could 
be inflicted on his body. 
Lord, may we be silent 
only when we should. 


SUCH A THING OUGHT NOT TO BE DONE 
(34:7) February 15 

It is always easy to talk after a 
thing is done; hindsight has always 
been better than foresight. Here was 


a situation which should have been 
forseen, however. The Christian can 
always predict certain results because 
he knows what the Bible teaches 
about the nature of human nature. 
The Holy Spirit asks the question, 
“Can a man take fire in his bosom, 
and his clothes not be burned?” 
(Prov. 6:27), and the question is not 
answered because the answer is so 
obvious. The Christian should never 
trust his old nature under any cir- 
cumstances. “Let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall” 
(1 Cor. 10:12). In any situation in 
life where there is going to be a test 
that will involve the Adamic nature 
there should no opinion be held but 
the worst. The believer must antici- 
pate and commit that nature to the 
Lord for crucifixion death; only then 
is there hope of victory. 
Lord, keep us from 
over-estimating our Adam. 


MAKE YE MARRIAGES WITH US (34:9) 
February 16 
This is not the first nor the last time 
that the people of the world have 
sought to be allied with people of 
God because it would bring advantage 
to them. The world realizes, perhaps 
without knowing why, that there is a 
real blessing that accompanies certain 
people, and that it is good to be 
joined with them. There was no 
thought of spiritual advantage to be 
gained, but rather that lust would be 
satisfied and that material ends would 
be reached. Shechem wanted a cer- 
tain girl for his wife, and the father 
told the men of the town that it 
would really be of advantage to them 
all since a union of the families would 
bring all of Jacob’s cattle and the 
substance of his sons into the posses- 
sion of the Shechemites (v. 23). The 
world always woos the believer when 
there are advantages that come with 
the proposed union. We must never 
fall into the trap. 
Lord, keep us from the unequal yoke. 


GET YOUR POSSESSIONS THEREIN (34:10) 
February 17 

As though the whole land did not 
belong to Jacob and his seed forever 
by the definite gift of God, who had 
sworn it to Abraham and his seed for- 
ever! Hamor had no knowledge of 
the covenant of God. The world never 
can understand the spiritual position 
of the believer. “They are surprised 
that you do not now join them in the 
same wild profligacy” (1 Pet. 4:4). 
The reason why the mixed marriage 
is so often cursed by God is that it 
is an attempt to adulterate the good 
with the bad, to join that which God 
says cannot be joined. The unregen- 
erate man has but one nature—the 
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nature of lost Adam. The believer has 


two natures—that of Adam, and that 
of Christ (2 Pet. 1:3). A two-natured 
man can never be joined truly to a 
one-natured man. There can never 
be any fellowship between light and 
darkness; whichever has the most 
dominates the other. There can be no 
communion between a being whose 
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 
and one who is indwelt by the spirit 
of the enemy (2 Cor. 6:14). 

Lord, keep us from union with the world. 


THE SONS OF JACOB ANSWERED 
DECEITFULLY (34:13) Februa 18 
The sons of Jacob, founders of the 
twelve tribes, now organized as 
devilish a plot as there is on record 
in all human history. They thought 
of nothing less than the extermination 
of all the male members of the com- 
munity. Their deceit was hypocrisy 
of the worst sort. They argued to the 
Shechemites from the point of view 
of religion, and such men as these 
could readily understand that there 
were people for whom religious ob- 
servances are important. That they 
themselves seemed to have little re- 
ligion, or were ready to adopt the 
outward signs of another religion, is 
the measure of their faithlessness. It 
is a similar state of mind which per- 
mits a so-called “Protestant” to sign 
an agreement to allow the children 
of a marriage to be brought up with 
the blasphemy of the Roman teach- 
ings. They were about to fall into a 
horrible trap because they had no 
faith to keep them from it. 
Lord, keep us from hypocrisy. 


IF YE WILL BE AS WE (34:15) February 19 

If the Shechemites had really be- 
come as Jacob’s sons, they would 
have trapped them and killed them, 
and there would be no tribes today. 
God, of course, was watching over 
them, even in the midst of their de- 
ceit. Here is another great illustration 
of the Providence of God overruling 
the sins of His people. God is not 
dependent upon the righteousness of 
His people, for they have none that 
could be acceptable to Him. All this 
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have an unequaled appeal in 
counteracting the lure of out- 
side activities. They reproduce 
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Navarre justifying his relapse into 
Romanism by the phrase, “Paris is 
worth a Mass.” 
Lord, keep us from debasing holy things. 
THEIR WORDS PLEASED HAMOR AND 
SHECHEM (34:18) February 20 
How terrible that fair words, spoken 
by God’s people, should deceive the 
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by Jacob’s sons since they were using 
words about God’s covenant with no 
thought of bringing these men to a 
knowledge of the spiritual meaning 
of the covenant. It was almost as 
though someone said to a thief, “If 
you will accept baptism, I will help 
you rob a bank.” 


Lord, may we never deceive men. 


CAME UPON THE CITY BOLDLY (34:25) 
February 21 
It is hard to think that such cruelty 
could exist in the human heart, and 
especially in the heart of men of the 
covenant, the founders of the twelve 
tribes of Israel. We might understand 
a plot to murder Shechem alone. But 
to scheme for the murder of a whole 
group of innocent persons, and at a 
moment when these were making 
real sacrifices to appease and recon- 
ciliate them is evil beyond thought. 
And that they should use their most 
holy religious sign as a cloak for 
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their murderous plans would be be- 
yond comprehension were it not for 
the revelation of God concerning the 
depths of evil that lie in the heart of 
all the sons of Adam. Two were ac- 
tual murderers and the others were 
accessories before and after the fact. 
Further, the boldness with which 
they executed their foul plan shows 
the hardness of their hearts. 

Lord, hold this mirror before us. 


THE SONS OF JACOB SPOILED THE CITY 
(34:27) February 22 
It has been said that this is the first 
example of Jewish “religious fanata- 
cism,” but this is most certainly not 
so. There is no evidence here that the 
sons of Jacob were actuated by even 
a semblance of -religion. There was 
nothing of what we call Christian life 
in that which is’ portrayed here. In 
fact there was nothing in all this story 
that could not be described in terms 
of the utmost brutality, of barbarous 
cruelty, and of bestial savagery. Now 
if such actions could take place in 
the family of the one to whom God 
had revealed Himself at Bethel, 
Mahanaim, and Peniel, what must be 
the unrelieved actions of the un- 
regenerate? The fact is that the un- 
saved, in all this story, acted much 
more honorably than the saved. Can 
sovereign grace overrule such actions? 
Yes, grace could and did overrule 
these actions, but they stand forever 
written in the book, and as a warn- 
ing to all who follow. 
Lord, let grace continue to overflow. 


JACOB SAID TO SIMEON AND LEVI (34:30) 


February 23 
The voice which should have 
spoken strongly long before now is 
heard. The tragic silence is broken 
by words of cowardice and despair. 
When Dinah had been ravished Jacob 
“held his peace.” When a village is 
exterminated he speaks. It would 
seem that he was interested in noth- 
ing more than saving his own skin. 
The honor of his daughter had seem- 
ingly meant little to him. There is 
sin in some types of silence and in 
some types of speech. There had been 
sin in Jacob’s earlier silence, aban- 
doning his right as the patriarch and 
failing to impose the discipline that 
should have come with his authority. 
There is now sin in his speech as he 
seeks to chide his wilful sons and to 
express his fears of being destroyed 
by the inhabitants of the land. Oh, 
for a tongue that will move only on 
the guidance of God. 
Lord, control our tongue. 


YOU HAVE BROUGHT TROUBLE ON ME 
(34:30) February 24 
Jacob! you brought that trouble on 


yourself. You passed your own de- 
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ceitful nature into the bodies and the 
hearts of your boys. You gave them a 
constant example of wily trickery. 
You let them watch you lie to Esau 
at Peniel and start to the northwest 
as soon as he had gone to the north- 
east. You let them see your interest 
in fat pastures as you pitched your 
tent in this place. You failed to take 
your place as a father throughout all 
these years and even held your peace 
when Dinah was violated. Now that 
they have taken things into their own 
hands do you think they are going to 
be moved by this plaintive whining 
of yours? Rather should you go talk 
to God about your own sin than to 
these boys about theirs. And how 
shall they take you seriously when 
you speak no word of. blame for their 
deed but only of the danger that 
might touch your skin? 

Lord, how we need honesty. 


| SHALL BE DESTROYED, | AND MY HOUSE 
(34:30) February 25 
Jacob! Did not the Lord God tell 
you again and again that He would 
be with you and that He would give 
you the land you are in and that He 
would keep you in all places whither 
thou goest? (28:15). Then why are 
you fearing that you will be de- 
stroyed, together with all your house? 
Can’t you, for once, remember the 
promises of God? Can’t you take your 
eyes off circumstances and look above 
them to the God of Bethel, Mahanaim, 
and Peniel? Alas! the experience of 
Bethel was twenty years behind him, 
and he had lived in Haran, had made 
fleshly marriages, had a family grow- 
ing around him, and had become so- 
licitous for their needs, and had al- 
lowed the memory of Bethel to grow 
faint and indistinct. The obligation 
which he had felt there had been 
covered over and stifled with the 
passage of the years. It is time to get 
back to Bethel. 
Lord, keep our experience 
daily fresh with Thee. 


OUR SISTER (34:31) February 26 

There is no depth of villainy that 
conscience will not seek to gloss over, 
explain, and vindicate. Their answer 
showed, in the way they spoke of 
Dinah as our sister, that their pride 
had been offended. If it had been a 
neighboring girl who had been vio- 
lated, they would not have lifted a 
finger in her behalf. This was not 
knighthood avenging a damsel in dis- 
tress but crass pride striking out 
blindly in murderous vengeance. 
There was not the slightest thought 
of horror at the deed they had done, 
nor the slightest trace of repentance. 
In all this they were most hard- 
hearted. Instead of regretting that 


they had acted so cruel a part, they - 
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vindicate themselves and by implica- 
tion rebuke their father for not hav- 
ing taken up the family. honor and 
acted with them. They could see the 
lesser sin in Shechem but none in 
themselves. 
Lord, may we learn how 
to judge ourselves. 


SHOULD HE DEAL WITH OUR SISTER AS 
WITH AN HARLOT? (34:31) February 27 

The dishonorable sons seize the last 
word with their father. It is a word 
that suppresses the truth, since they 
do not show that Shechem offered 
honorable marriage and went far to 
pursue that object. They do not show 
their own scheming and lying and 
treachery. Perhaps Jacob was silent 
now because he realized that his own 
fleshliness in allowing them to live 
so close to spiritual peril was the real 
cause of their misdeeds. A father who 
moves to Las Vegas to profit by the 
prosperity of a gambling hell must 
not complain if his sons become 
gamblers. But Jacob is deeply wound- 
ed and he will ultimately have the 
last word. For on his death bed he 
will show that he had truly read the 
nature of his sons’ evil hearts and 
will pronounce a curse upon them for 
their violent wrath which struck at 
both man and beast. Jacob will yet 


be brought back to power and will 
speak spiritually. 
Lord, keep working on us. 


GOD SAID TO JACOB, ARISE, GO UP (35:1) 


. February 28 
The only cure for worldliness is :to . 
be separated from it. This is not to 
be reached by attempting to flee from 
it, geographically. The world is too 
much with us for us to leave it in our 
bodies. It is only in our minds and 
hearts that we can be separated from 
it, for the separation is so definite 
that it leaves us in the midst of the 
world but looking in another direc- 
tion, acting from other motives, liv- 
ing for other goals. We are never to 
be interested in the world for the 
world’s sake; it is a condemned civi- 
lization which is doomed to be de- 
stroyed by the Lord it crucified. The 
principles, ideals, and methods of our 
life cannot possibly be mixed with 
those of the world without adulter- 
ating and contaminating them. It is 
only as we lift our head above the 
surface of the stream of this world 
and draw in the air of purity and 
holiness that comes from Christ that 
we can maintain the flow of power 
that will keep us in _ separated 
triumph. 
Lord, may we keep moving Thy way. 





Christians in foreign lands? 





“Then shall the righteous answer Him, saying, 


LORD, WHEN SAW WE THEE AN HUNGERED, 
AND FED THEE? OR THIRSTY, AND GAVE 
THEE DRINK?” = Matthew 25:37 


w HAT shall we in America say when we stand before God 
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ASPIRATION 
(Continued from page 8) 

The man who has an exalted 
conception of himself, but no con- 
ception of anything higher than 
himself, will quickly lose his way. 
He lacks balance. He must inevitably 
become self-centered, conceited, 
arrogant, vain. To develop a well- 
poised character a man needs, on 
the one hand, a vision of the Rock 
that is higher. Not merely as high, 
but higher! If that Rock stands out 
on his horizon as merely one among 
many, he will be a man of a small 
religion and a paltry soul. Religion 
will have a place in his life, but it 
will not be a supreme or dominant 
place. Religion will stand side by 
side with commerce, friendship, 
pleasure, and other big things. But, 
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big as they are, none of these is 
as big as himself. He can hold them 
or drop them at will; and the fact 
that he can hold them or drop them 
at will proves conclusively that he is 
bigger than they. In that case, the 
Rock to which he clings is a Rock 
that is no higher than he is. A six- 
foot religion is of no use to any 
man. 

Indeed, it is worse than useless. 
A Rock that is no higher than I am 
will do me more harm than good. 
The man who, consciously or un- 
consciously, looks down on his relig- 
ion, or confronts it on equal terms, 
pays the inevitable penalty. He 
adopts an attitude of patronage; 
he puts on airs; he would be in- 
finitely more lovable if he had no 
religion at all. Thinking of his re- 
ligion as on the same plane with his 
business or his pleasure, he natur- 
ally plumes himself on all that he 
does for it, or gives to it. His relig- 
ion is his subordinate, or, at best, 
his equal. 

To see life steadily and see it 
whole, a man must look up to the 
Rock that, great as he himself is, 
towers immeasurably above him. 
Religion must appall him by its un- 
utterable grandeur. It must appear 
majestic, transcendent, sublime. The 
thought of God must make a million 
universes seem as small as the 
pebbles on the shore; the cross must 
lift its head above the Heavens; the 
love of Christ must seem infinitely 
greater than the story of the worlds. 
Lead me, he must ery, lead me to 
the Rock that is higher than I! 

It is good for a man to feel that 
he is bigger than creation; it is 
good for a man to revere something 
bigger than himself; and it is good 
for a man to aspire to something 
beyond the limits of experience. The 
rock of the Psalmist’s desire is one 
on which he has never yet planted 
his feet. He is eager for a height 
that he has never yet scaled. ‘‘Lead 
me to it!’’ he prays, ‘‘lead me to 
the Rock that is higher than I!’’ 

Most of us hanker after anti- 
quated joys; we long for exhausted 
raptures; we sigh for worn-out 
eestasies: we crave to be permitted 
to quaff once more the cup that we 
sipped with delight in our golden 
yesterdays. Our aspirations are 
within the limits of experience. It 
does not occur to us to turn our 
faces toward continents of spiritual 
achievement that we have never yet 
explored. The text teaches us to look 
for our fullest satisfaction beyond 
the bounds of previous experience 
and to give glory to God for all the 
grace we have not tasted yet. 
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DIVINE HEALING 
(Continued from page 6) 


patient. The doctors, in order to test 
the power of her mind over her body, 
rubbed a towel briskly on one arm 
and then placed a block of ice on it 
examining at the same time her other 
arm and speaking in a voice which 
she could hear and which was meant 
for her, though they addressed each 
other saying, “Do you think the 
blister will appear here?” rubbing 
once more on the left arm and look- 
ing at the right arm until finally a 
blister appeared on the right arm 
caused entirely by the mind of the 
woman. In view of cases like this 
which we believe exist by the tens of 
thousands in our hypochondriac popu- 
lation, we believe that we have the 
explanation of most of the so-called 
healings in Christian Science, Roman 
Catholic pilgrimages, and even Pro- 
testant healing campaigns. After all, 
if a person imagines he is sick, he can 
then imagine he is well and immedi- 
ately be “cured,” glory to the Virgin 
Mary or Mrs. Eddy or the divine 
healer. 

Christian Science spreads vast 
propaganda concerning the so-called 
healings in their cult. It should be 
noted that about the year 1900 the 
Massachusetts Medical Society posted 
a bond with the First National Bank 
in Boston offering the sum of $10,000 
for the medical proof of any organic 
healing through Christian Science. 
That offer was never taken up. This 
is reported by Peabody, in his well- 
known book, The Religio-Medical 
Masquerade. You can well imagine 
that if the Christian Science Society 
were able to produce the evidence it 
would give them a million dollars 
worth of publicity. Imagine the result 
of a photograph on the front pages of 
every paper in the United States 
showing the president of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society handing a 
check to the Christian Scientists in 
token of proof of such a healing. I 
believe it is no exaggeration to state 
that such a transfer would bring 
$50,000,000 to the Christian Science 
Society within a year. Yet, of course, 
they can never collect the bond, not 
because the Medical Society would 
not be willing to give it, but because 
there never has been evidence of 
such a healing. 

There is another group of so-called 
“healings” which can be explained 
by fraud. Not too long ago in the 
South newspapers exposed a “healer” 
by publishing photographs of “heal- 
ings” in different cities. The photo- 
graphs demonstrated that the same 
man complete with bandages and 
crutches was healed in half a dozen 
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“When the root is sound, the branches will also be 
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different cities, throwing away his 
crutch with a cry of triumph, and 
always just before the offering was 
taken. 

Never in the Bible are the leaders 
in the church told to call the sick 
for anointing or healing. Reference 
must be made to James 5. There are 
several questions which must be 
asked concerning the teaching of the 
chapter. The book of James is ad- 
dressed to the scattered Jews in the 
early period of the church before the 
New Testament had been completed. 

_ The type of sickness referred to in 


that chapter, I am convinced, must 
be understood (in the light of 1 John 
5:16) as concerning “the sin unto 
death.” I have elsewhere written 
several thousand words on this sub- 
ject and have pointed out that sick- 
ness and death were sometimes sent 
by God as a definite judgment upon 
Christians who willfully departed 
from the path of the Lord in a blatant 
way that brought dishonor on the 
church. 

In the recounting of the communion 
service in 1 Corinthians 11 we find 
in verse 30, “For this cause many are 
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“It’s like a half-built bridge—it doesn’t do you 
much good until you get it all the way across to the other 
side.” Thus Reuben Larson expresses the reason 
for his presence in the United States. 


A tireless American Swede, Reuben Larson, has been 
associated with an unusual missionary enterprise in Ecuador, 
South America from its inception. 

HCJB in Quito, Ecuador, has become well known in many 
Christian groups as “The Pioneer Missionary Broadcaster.” 
Many have watched its development from a small local trans- 
mitter, to the short-wave set-up which now carries programs in 
twelve languages into a major part of the world. 

A disappointed note in some of the thousands of letters 
which pour into the offices in Quito has sent Larson to this 
country. Many complain that reception is not what it used to be. 
They strain to hear HCJB, whose signal is now weak by 
contrast with the powerful stations being established through- 
out the world. 

“We need to reach the whole world—with strength and 
clarity comparable to other stations,” says Larson. “In order to 
do this HCJB’s technicians estimate that they need a total of 
100,000 watts for their transmitters—a matter of $280,000.00. 

“A lot of money,” agrees Larson. “But already God has sent 
in over two-thirds of it through praying friends, on what is 
called the ADVANCE PROGRAM. 

“Before the year’s end, if the Lord tarries,” he muses, “we 
could be storming the very Kremlin with a strong, consistent 
barrage of the Gospel.” 

One cannot help but join with the staff and friends of HCJB 
in prayer that the HALF-BUILT BRIDGE will soon be completed. 


The advance program as it stands now: 


Already received in gifts $180,000.00 
Received via Trust agreement loans 24,000.00 
Urgently needed 76,000.00 
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weak and sickly among you and many 
sleep not discerning the Lord’s body.” 
This passage shows that ‘weakness, 
sickness and death came into the 
church as judgment of God for cer- 
tain types of sin. 1 Corinthians 5:5 
shows that the church should have 
a prayer meeting to ask the death of 
the man who had sinned so griev- 
ously. They were to deliver such a 
one to Satan for the destruction of 
the flesh, so that his spirit might be 
saved in the day of the Lord. 2 Corin- 
thians shows that this man repented 
immediately and that the penalty was 
remitted. James is writing of this 
type of sickness as the paragraph 
distinctly shows the link between sin 
and sickness and points out that there 
is to be confession of faults one to 
another for the healing. This is not 
general confession but the specific 
confession of that sin which caused 
the chastisement. There certainly is 
no authority in this passage for heal- 
ing meetings or for a general promise 
of healing to all Christians. 

The passages from the Gospels and 
Acts are frequently quoted with 
reference to the work of the apostles. 
Much ,is made of Jesus’ command, 
“heal the sick, cleanse the leper” 
(Mt. 10:8). None of these healers 
has ever gone to the mission field 
and healed lepers. I have checked 
very carefully in different parts of 
the world and have asked Dr. Eugene 
Kellersberger, who is the foremost 
authority in the world on leprosy 
and there is no known case of healing 
by means of the healing cults that 
talk so wildly in the United States. 
Christ’s command, “heal the sick, etc. 

.” was given to the twelve at the 
time He sent them out in a pageant 
of the end of this age telling them to 
hasten with their work for they 
would not have had time to go over 
the cities of Judah until the end came. 

Finally, I want it understood that 
nothing which I have said here should 
in any wise take away from the atti- 
tude of trust and prayer which we 
are told to have to the Lord in all 
things. We are told that we are to 
give thanks for every thing (1 Thes. 
5:18), and this includes sickness. We 
are told to pray about every thing 
(Phil. 4:6), and this includes sickness. 
Let the child of God live expectantly, 
with his eyes turned to the Lord 
every day and in every thing. If 
sickness come, even a head cold, we 
have the right to ask the Lord to take 
care of us, and to heal us if it be His 
will. At times He may do so; at times 
He may not. In either case we look 
to Him and know that He is our 
Father, and has never made a mis- 
take. ENp 
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Reprinted from TIME, 
December 17, 1951. 


GREAT SERMONS ON TAPE 


“Dwight L. Moody will preach on 
Sunday morning to a group of lum- 
berjacks in upper Michigan. Martin 
Luther will preach on Sunday after- 
noon in a schoolhouse in the moun- 
tains of Virginia. Charles Wesley, will 
preach twice next Sunday, repeating 
the same service, in the state peni- 
tentiary in California. Dr. R. 
Torrey, the famous Presbyterian 
preacher, will speak next Sunday in 
the parlor of John Farmer, R.F.D. 6, 
Pea Creek, North Fork, Ozark 
County, Ark., at 11 a.m.” 


To make such a preaching calendar 
come true is the ambition of Donald 
Grey Barnhouse, the bustling pastor 
of Philadelphia’s Tenth Presbyterian 
Church. It does not matter to him that 
these illustrious preachers are all dead 
or that some of their audiences may 
number no more than 15 people. The 
trick will be turned by a spool of 
plastic tape and a standard 110-volt 
light socket. To distribute what he 
calls Portable Church Services, Barn- 
house has turned to the tape recorder. 


Vividness & Timbre. The idea 
came to him more than three years 
ago, when he heard a home mission- 
ary say that there are 30,000 Prot- 
estant church buildings in the U. S. 
in which no regular services are 
conducted. At first Barnhouse could 
not believe it, but he found that the 
figure was close to right—and that 
thousands of other small communi- 
ties have no church buildings what- 
ever. The radio sermon was one 
answer (Barnhouse’s own sermons 
are broadcast over 40 stations in 22 
states). Then he thought of tape tran- 
scriptions, with organ music, hymns 
with the listeners joining in, prayers 
and a rousing good sermon written by 
one of the great preachers of the ages 
and delivered in a voice to do it 
justice. 


Barnhouse outlined the idea to 
his congregation, which immediately 
voted him $5,000 to go to work. He 
set up a non-profit corporation known 
as the Evangelical Foundation, and 
began experimenting with tape, play- 
backs and voices of the proper com- 
bination of vividness and ministerial 


timbre. 


So far, Barnhouse has spent $28,000 
experimenting with the scheme, try- 
ing out his recordings on 75 audi- 
ences. Under an easy-credit plan, he 
intends to supply 33-lb. play-back 
machines and hour-long recorded 
services to hospitals, ships and hous- 
ing projects, as well as to churches 
without regular pastors. 


If you would like to know more 
about Portable Church Services, just 
check the coupon in the accompany- 
ing advertisement. Many churches and 
pastorless communities lack even the 
funds for this modestly priced service. 
Does God lay it upon your heart to 
share in this home mission work? 
Send your gifts to PORTABLE 
CHURCH SERVICES, 1716 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia 3, Penna. 


IN YOUR OWN HOME! 
IN YOUR OWN STUDY GROUP! 





ON TAPE 


Think of it! You can study under these outstanding Bible teachers— 
regularly—and right in your own home or Bible study class. Two 
complete half-hour studies are recorded on each reel of tape (334” 
per second speed). 


EASY TO USE 


If you already own or have access to a tape playing machine you 
know how easy it is to use these high fidelity tape recordings. If you 
do not have a machine we will rent one to you with complete instruc- 
tions for its use. 


LOW IN COST 


Only $3.50 per reel—for your use over a 2-week period. Remember, 
there are 2 complete half-hour studies on each reel. 


The play-back machine rents for only $2.00 per week (plus shipping 
charges) with this added feature—all rental money paid by you is 
applied against the final price of $120.00 for the machine. Thus rental 
for 60 continuous weeks gives you title to the machine automatically. 


However, to make this offer particularly attractive to you before or 
during the first 13 weeks of rental, you may buy the play-back machine 
from us for only $100.00 f.0.b. Philadelphia. And all rental money paid 
by you during the first 13 weeks will be credited against the $100.00 price. 


SAMPLE TITLES OF BIBLE STUDIES Play-back machine. 
Takes up to 7” reel. 
Operates at 334” 

second on standard 110 
vet ae current, Just 


(Order them by number) 


1008—God’s Remedy For Man’s Ruin 
The Righteousness of God 


1026—The Timing of God 
What Is the End of the Age? 


2001—A Reason Why I Believe the Bible 
Fulfilled Prophecies 


2501—Salvation to the Uttermost 
Grace 





PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa 


(J Please send complete information about Bible Studies avail- 
able to me. 
[] | will need to buy or rent a machine from you. 
(] What are Portable Church Services? 
PLEASE PRINT 
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“Who shall 
prepare himself to 
the battle?” 


I Corinthians 14:8 


This three-year, tuition-free training is 
open to high school graduates 
who meet Institute standards. 
Help is given students in finding 
employment while at school. 


Fall semester begins 
September 9 
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--- Study God’s Word at 
Moody Bible Institute 


Yes, one of the best ways to prepare for the battle 

of Christian living and service to Christ, regardless of 
vocation, is to study the Word of God at Moody 

Bible Institute. Moody’s GENERAL BrsBLE Course will 
also ground you firmly in the great doctrines of 

the Scriptures, in Bible geography and history. 

You will learn how we got our Bible and how to 
answer criticism of it. Provision for electives gives 
you the opportunity to study Christian education, 
home missions or music. Classroom instruction is 

put into practice by experience-giving Christian 
work assignments in Chicago’s many missions, 
institutions and churches of every denomination, 


WRITE TODAY for picture book and free catalog. 
Address Office of Admissions, Dept. ET 233 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELICAL 


Moody Bible Institute 
820 N. LaSalle Street - Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, president * Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 


ACCREDITED IN COLLEGIATE DIVISION BY ACCREDITING ASSOCIATION OF BIBLE INSTITUTES AND BIBLE COLLEGES 








